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Botswana 
DXpedition looking 
for two more 
operators ~ 


summer 2007 DXpedition to 
Botswana is looking for more 
operators. Charles “Frosty” Frost, 
KSLBU, reports that they have a good 


place to operate from, but still are in 


need of two more operators. 
- If you would like to be a part of this 
operation, you will need to pay your 
own expenses and bring a laptop for 
logging. All antennas and radios are 
already in Johannesburg, South Africa. 
Current plans call for the operators to 
meet up in Johannesburg by 04 July 
and be at the operating site 05 July. 

Daniel Hubbard, ZS6JR, one of the 
team members, says he has found an 
operating location on a large game 
farm in Botswana that is about a six- 
~ hour drive north of Johannesburg. He 
says there is room to put up all the 
antennas and that the electric power is 
good. The operators expect to depart 
from Botswana on 20 July and fly 
home 21 July. 

K5LBU says he will be at Visalia 


for the International DX Convention in 


April. He invités everyone to stop by 
and talk to him. If you want to join the 
Botswana team, please e-mail him via 
his website at www.k5lbu.com 

— ARNewsline 


“Specialist in RF Connectors and Coax” 


Part No. 
PL-259/USA 
PL-259/AGT 
UG-21D/U 
UG-21B/U 
9913/PIN 


Description Price 
UHF Male Phenolic, USA made $75 
UHF Male Silver Teflon, Gold Pin 1.00 10/$9.00 
N Male RG-8, 213, 214 Delta 

N Male RG-8, 213, 214 Kings 

N Male Pin for 9913, 9086, 8214 

Fits UG-21 D/U & UG-21 B/UN's 

UG-21D/9913 N Male for RG-8 with 9913 Pin 


_ N Male for RG-8 with 9913 Pin 
N Male to SO-239, Teflon USA 
N Female to PL-259, Teflon USA 


The R.F. Connection 
213 North Frederick Ave., #11 WR 
Gaithersburg, MD 20877 « (301) 840-5477 
800-783-2666 ° FAX: (301) 869-3680 
www.therfc.com 
Complete Selection Of MIL-SPEC Coax. RF Connectors And Relays 
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Ham Radio in space 
MSAT North America and 
AMSAT United Kingdom will 

donate a total of 40,000 Euros (approxi- 

mately $52,000) to AMSAT Germany 


for funding the continued operation of. 


the Central Development Lab for Elec- 
tronics (ZEL) . i 
The major current project in the ZEL 
is the construction of the Phase 3E Ham 
Radio satellite. Phase 3E is considered 
vital to the Amateur Radio space com- 
munity because there are currently no 
high orbit satellites carrying analogue 


transponders allowing multiple simul- 


taneous DX contacts. . 

ZEL was established over 20 years 
ago at the University of Marburg for 
satellite construction. Several amateur 
space frames have been constructed, 
integrated, and tested there, including 
OSCAR 13. 


—AMSAT, ARNewsline 


The social scene in 
Fresno, CA 

2 Antennas will hold its annual 
Open House and Barbecue 31 
March at the company’s headquarters, 
4402 North Selland Avenue, Fresno, 
CA. Gates open for swappers at 
7:30 a.m. The M2 shop will open at 
8:00 a.m. The company plans to raffle 
off M2 products, along with goodies 


The revolutionary new TEN-TEC 
antenna hanger. Unbreakable. 

Not affected by UV. Ladder line 
or coax fed antennas. $9.95! 

www.tentec.com (800) 833-7373 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


for the XYLs and non-Hams from 
10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Accord- 
ing to a posting on the M2 website, 
Hams are invited to bring their swap 
tables and an empty stomach to this 
fun event. For additional informa- 
tion, visit the company’s website at 
www.m2inc.com/index2.html . 

— VHF Reflector, ARNewsline | 


Holyland DX contest 


he 2007 Holyland DX Contest 

sponsored by the Israel Ama- 
teur Radio Club will be held 21 
April from 00.00 UTC to 23.59 
UTC. Trophies and certificates | 
will be issued to participating Ham — 
Radio operators and SWLs for differ- 
ent classes and modes of operation. — 
This year’s contest is dedicated to the 
memory of Meir Lang, 4X10Z, and 
Ahron Kirschner, 4X1AT, both of 
whom became Silent Keys after the 
last contest in 2006. For additional 


information, visit [ARC’s website at 


www.larc.org nae 
— IARC, ARNewsline 


Find that grid online 


f you are looking for a particular grid © 
square, then Laurent Haas, F6FVY, 
may have exactly what you need. 
Haas has programmed a tool based 
Amateur Radio 


S AM Callsign Database 


by VIS 
Complete data on US & Canadian Amateurs 
--- Available without wait --- 
--- without commercials --- 
on your own computer --- 


Operates direct from CD ... or load it to 
your hard drive for constant availability. 


Works with most logging programs ... 


Orders - P.O. Box 284 
Coffeeville, AL 36524 
.. WWW.samcd.net 
1-800-655-4267 


All major credit cards accepted _ 


Published Monthly 


$ 1 8 . 45 sia 


subscriptions available 


on Google Earth so-that you can click 
on any spot in the world and the corre- 
sponding full grid locator is automati- 


cally displayed. Go to Haas’ website to’ 


use the free service. Adjust the map to 
the desired location and click on the 
spot you want to know the data on. A 
small window will pop up with longi- 


tude, latitude, and grid square locator. | 


_The website is http://f6fvy Jfree.fr/ 
gthLocator/fullScreen.html | 
— VHF Reflector, ARNewsline 


Microwave update 


2007 conference 


heMt. Airy VHF Radio Club will 
host. the Microwave Update 2007 
18-20 Oct at The Inn at Valley Forge, 
Philadelphia, PA. Spouses, friends, and 


family invited. Thursday sightseeing. 


or possible surplus tour. Conference 
Friday and Saturday. Flea market 


Friday night. Vendors on site. Ban- 


quet Saturday night. Hospitality room. 
Alternative family/spouse programs 
available. Early-bird registration $79 
until 01 Sep, includes conference, pro- 
ceedings, and banquet. $89 from 01 Sep 
~01 Oct; $99 thereafter. Extra banquet. 
tickets $39. Special hotel rate $92 per 
night. Full information and registra- 
tion at www.microwaveupdate.org 
Any topics related to microwave 
theory, construction, communication, 
deployment, propagation, antennas, 


activity, transmitters, receivers, com- | 


ponents, amplifiers, communication 
modes, LASER and practical experi- 
ences are welcome. Abstracts should 
-be submitted by 01 June and completed 
papers and articles by 15 August. 
Please submit your papers, articles, 
- and abstracts to Paul Drexler, W2PED, 
at pdrexler@hotmail:com or Marcelo 
Franco, N2UO, at lu6dw@yahoo.com 
in MSWord or as a PDF. Diagrams, 
photos, and illustrations preferred in 
black and white (color accepted). Hard 
copies may be mailed to Paul E. Drex- 
ler, 28 West Squan Rd., Clarksburg, 
NJ 08510. Any questions to Chair- 
persons: Philip Theis, Jr., K3TUF, at 
Phil@k3tuf.com or David Fleming, 
KB3HCL, at KB3HCL@arrl.net 

— Mt. Airy VHF Radio Club 
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MARS, RACES, SKYWARN, CD, 
PATCHES, DECALS, CAPS 


Custom Name — Call Caps & more. 
Call or write for catalog sheets 
& full color photo. 
CAPS, Unlimited « (972) 496-6036 
P.O. Box 460118A ¢ Garland, TX 75046 
e-mail: k5hgl@verizon.net 
www.skywarnsupply.com 


www.CircuitSpecialists.com 
Powerful on-line source for your quality 
electronic equipment & supplies. 
Everything from resistors, capacitors, semicon- 
ductor devices & inductors to computer 
boards, data acquisition, test equipment, 
stn CCD cameras & much; much, more! 
Gt Circuit Specialists, Inc. 
a: eas 800-528-1417/480-464-2485 


S’since1971 FAX 480-464-5824 
220 S. Country Club Dr., #2 * Mesa, AZ 85210 


PeowerPenr- RadioBox 


Mabie radio travel case is 

padded for protection, 

armored for invpagt 

Carying handie, quick release 
epi 


deo sizes. intraductory pric 


Only $38.95 


Cutting Edge Ent.- 8300 206-0115 » www.powerportstore.com 


| Real Hams Do Code '! 
j Move up to CW with CW Mental Block Buster. = 5 
1 Succeed with hypnosis and NLP. Includes two (2) ] 
1 CDs and Manual. Only $29.95 plus $5.00 S/H US— I 
1 I 
\ FL add $2110 tax. 800-425-2552 ' 
I ] 
I H 


www.success-is- -easy.com 
success Easy © 160 W. Camino Real, Ste. 128 ¢ Boca Raton, FL 33432 5 


ATTENTION: 


LOGic and 
TRX-Manager 
users! 


New versions are 


i BS BI » hee 
now available! hosenose.¢ 


abase Applications 
® Autatn, GA W0-331 


| a 5 BELLARMINE, ROCHESTER, 
: Tol Free : BOO: Sel 2 333° Fox 248 


THE QSL MAN® 


Since 1979, Quality, Service, and Value! 
Free samples 
Wayne Carroll, W4MPY 
P. O. Box 73 
Monetta, SC 29105-0073 

Phone or FAX (803) 685-7117 

URL: http://www.gsiman.com 
Email: w4mpy @qslman.com 
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‘y) EDITOR'S LOG : | 


sincere spring welcome to 

the latest members of our 

WorldRadio Lifetime Sub: 
scriber Family: 


e Charles Trentacosti, KJ6MO 
Mendham, NJ 
e William Harris, N6OXAK 
Morgantown, WV 
—¢ Burt Vander Clute, NSERM 
Fayetteville, NC 
e Egil J..Tomson, W4EGG 
- Leland, NC 
e M. Jacob Kaufman, K2GAT 
Munith, MI - 
e Arnold L. Krusemark, KQY VI 
Carrollton, TX 
e David Harris, K7PDW 
Syracuse, UT 
° Donald Mash, K7JMY 
Reno, NV 


April showers might bring May 


flowers, but watching the freezing 


rain accumulate on the wires of my 
cubical quad, it seems like spring 
will never arrive. It has been a rough 


' winter for antennas at Amateur Radio 


station WZ8C. My GSRV crashed to 
the ground when the tree holding up 
one end of it broke off during an ice 
storm. I can’t answer the age-old ques- 
tion, 
and no one is around to hear it, does 
it make a sound?” but I can tell you 
that when a Ham finds her GSRV 
has fallen in the woods, she makes 
a sound something like “Aw, shoot!” 
followed by a noise that sounds like 


_a foot stomping. 


I recently bought the stuff to make 
a new dipole. Since my original had. 
been in the air about 12 years, it was 


overdue for an overhaul anyway. I . 


thought it would be fun to string a 
Beverage antenna across the small 
frozen lake in front of my house, 


but was told it would be a liability if 


it hurt a snowmobiler (even though 
snowmobiles are not supposed to be 
there in the first place). So, I’ve been 
without a back-up antenna. If the ice 
collapses the quad, I’ll be without an 
antenna, but hopefully those May 
flowers are just around the corner 
and I can put up the new GS5RV in 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 
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“If a GSRV falls in the woods . 


the sunshine. 
What do Hams whe live in extreme 
winter climates do for wire antennas? Is 


‘there a type-that is hardier than others? ~ 


Do they make it through repeated 
winter weather? Drop me a note and let — 
me know what you think is the hardiest ~ 
antenna, and why. Have you invented any 
hints to increase the longevity of your 


‘antenna? T’ll compile them and print 


them in an issue before next winter, so 
we can be ready to settle down in the 
shack with more peace of mind. 

April is a good time to think about 
the health of your wire antenna. If you 
haven’t looked at yours for a while, a 
simple visual inspection can tell you 
a lot; out of sight, out of mind, only 


works for so long. Look at the coax, 


insulators, soldered joints and connec- - 
tors — are they cracked or rusty? How’s 
the waterproofing? Check the seals on 
the connectors and reseal if necessary. 
Is there water in your balun? If so, and 
you don’t want to replace it just yet, drill — 
a small hole, drain the water and seal 


it up with a hot. glue gun or CoaxSeal. 


Check the support ropes, too. If they 
are stiff or strands are fraying, replace 
them. Disconnect the coax and check 
it with a dummy load and wattmeter to 
make sure it hasn’t deteriorated over the 
years. By using just one-afternoon for 
preventative maintenance you may be 
able to operate all through the summer, 
trouble free. . 
Dayton Hamvention time is quickly 


- approaching. The WorldRadio crew is 


coming in from California and I'll be 
there running between the FISTS booth 
and the WorldRadio booth. I hope you 
can make it, especially if you haven’t 
attended before. It’s an incredible expe- 
rience. We are looking forward to seeing 
you there. 73 88 33 Nancy, WZ8C. 

— Thank you very much for caring 
enough to take the time to.let us. know 
how you feel. Please: keep in touch, 


either through our web page http:// 


www.wrowr.com, e-mail direct to me at 
nancy @tir.com, via editor@wr6wr.com, 
or postal mail direct to me at Nancy 
WZS8C, P.O. Box 807, Hadley, MI 
48440. Mail sent to WR HQ at 2120 
28th St, Sacramento, CA 95818 will be 
forwarded to me. & 


eRe, 


Eat Bdee) GREE Ps 


You asked for it - we delivered. Icom has added a third roofing filter to our 
ultimate HF Rig - the 7800! We have redesigned the '7800’s main and sub 
receiver circuitry to add ultra narrow 3kHz roofing filters - in addition to 
the existing 6kHz and 15kHz filters. Already own a 7800? We can upgrade 
your existing 7800 for you. Ask your authorized Icom dealer for details. 
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For the love of ham radio. 


©2006 Icom Am on Inc, The 


@ Icom loge is a registered trademork of {com Inc. All specifications are-subject fo cha notice oF ob 


“When I saw Kenwood, I thought “Ah ha!” Surely these fancy Mustangs must contain. 
mobile rigs. But my hopes were dashed. Music systems with enough power to crack the 


windshield were all that these big boy’s toys contained.” 


In Search of Ham Radio 


Dave Bell, W6AQ _ 


hy would any Ham go to 

the Consumer Electron- 

'ics Show? You show me a 

Ham who isn’t interested in the very 

latest in electronic gadgets and I’ll 
show you a silent key. 

How do you-get in? You either 

become “Press” or you represent 


The interesting Ham 


activities in your area may 
prove inspirational 
to others. 
Send your artwork to 
WorldRadio. 
Maybe others will say, 
"Why, he's even better than 
Ansel Adams!" 


6 WorldRadio, April 2007 


. 


some’ company in the electron- 
ics business. And neither criterion 
should be beyond anyone who can 
master the menu in niet s trans- 
ceivers. 


And of course, ‘theré’s also the 


health benefit. You'll walk about 100 


miles a day. CES is one BIG show! . 


With all the toys at this place, my 
search was for somebody, anybody, 
showing new Ham gear. 


Radio Setup Guides 


Short Form Guides For: 
Kenwood, Icom, Yaesu, 
+ \Elecraft and Ten-Tec Radios 


4 Condensed step-by-step procedures 
Simplify Setup and Operation 
Available for most 

recent model radios. 
Color printed and 
fully laminated. 


Complete line of 
Leather & Neoprene 
Radio Gloves and 
Pouches for HT's and 
other radios. 


Nifty! Ham Accessories 
1601 Donalor Drive e Escondido, CA 92027 
(760) 781-5522 © www.niftyaccessories.com 


' 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


‘Visitors to the Consumer Electronics - 
Show shouldn’t be surprised when 
they show up on YouTube. Most of 
the new cell phones also make movies. 
Next year I’m expecting one that will 
tune the Ham bands.” 


Conclusion 


While my search for new Ham gear 
proved futile, my visit to CES was far from 
a total loss. I learned that flat-screen TVs as 
big as Cinerama don’t cause RFI (or so they. 
say anyway.) I learned that the chairman of 


._ the FCC doesn’t mention the great value of 


BPL in every speech: And I suspect that 
if Ham Radio kit sellers joined forces and 
had a booth of Hams soldering and building 
they’d attract a crowd. After all, what techie 
can resist something truly unique? & 


ibearlteeactien 


to be photographed with this giant 
telescope. In case you’re interested 
in another hobby, this one goes for 


$40,000, about as much as a modest 


Ham station.” 


“There are so many 
cars on display at 
the CES that the 
casual observer 
could be forgiven 

if he thought he’d 
stumbled into an 
auto show. After 
one-and-a-half solid 
days of walking, 

I felt just like this 
tire on this pre big 
war Chevy.” 


: Subscribe to 


See page 9. 


“I couldn’t resist the salesman’s offer 


WerldRadio 


‘As I was about to give up hope of anything Ham Radio wise in that mob 

of 100,000 people plus, I found the erstwhile SW Division Director Fried, 
WA6WZO, and his better half, Sandy, WA6WZN. They were my friendly faces 
oasis.” 


VLF CONVERTER 


Palomar Enginsers 


Receives the entire 10 KHz to 500 KHz VLF band. 
Converts VLF to shortwave. 

Works with any shortwave receiver that has ex- 
ternal antenna terminais. 


Now you can hear the 1750 meter. band, navigation 
beacon band, WWYB standard fequency broad- 
Casts, ship-to-shore communications, and the Euro- 
pean low frequency broadcast band just by tuning 
across 80 meters shortwave. 


Connects between antenna and receiver, Turn it on. 


and hear VLF; turn if off and hear normal shortwave 
signals. 


Model VLF-A converts to 3510-4000 KHz or Model 
VLF-S converts to 4010-4506 KHz $99.95 + $8 ship- 
ping‘handiing US. & Canada, Requires SV battery {not 
supplied}. Calif, residents add sales tax. 


Send for FREE catalog that shows our complete 
line of antennas, filters, preamplitiers and 
converters. 


rs 

= PALOMAR 
BOX 462222 « ESCONDIDO, CA 92046 
(760) 747-3343 ¢ FAX: (760) 747-3346 


E-mail: info@Palomar-Engineers.com 
www.Palomar-Engineers.com 
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ANTIQUE RADIO CLASSIFIED 

Antique Radio’s Largest-Circulation 
Monthly Magazine 


Articles - Classifieds - Ads for Parts & Services 
Also: Early TV, Ham Equip., Books, 
Telegraph, 40's & 50’s Radios & more... 
Free 20-word ad each month. Don't miss out! 
1-Year: $39.49 ($57.95 by 1st Class) 
rahi Trial - $19.95. Foreign - Write. 
A.R.C., P.O. Box 802-N14, Carlisle, MA 01741 
Phone: (978) 371-0512; Fax: (978) 371-7129 
Web: www.antiqueradio.com 
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“TI came across this CB display from Midland which at first glance seems to be 
selling antiques! These things look just like the radios from the peak of the CB 
craze. Or maybe Midland just overstocked back then and is still trying to get 


rid of their surplus.” 


- “These guys are missing a big 
market. Where’s the S-38? Where’s 
the Sky Buddy? If you don’t know 
what these radios are you’re not old 
enough to deserve nostalgia.” 


Mike Caughran, KL7R 


QRP expert Mike Caughran, 51, 
of Juneau, Alaska, died 21 Jan in an 
automobile accident in Hawaii. Mike 
died after a tour bus crashed into his 
rental car on Kauai. Mike’s wife and 
son, who had been riding with him, 
were taken to a local hospital where 
they were treated and released. In addi- 
tion to his contributions to the world 
of QRP operation, Mike and London, 
England-based Bill Meara, MOHBR, 
created and produced the weekly Sol- 
derSmoke podcasts. An online memo- 


rial page to Mike has been created at. 


https://kiwi.state.ak.us/display/mc/ 
Home 
— QRZ com, 
TheHawaiiChannel.com, others, 
-ARNewsline 


Dean Spratt, NOHSR 


Dean Spratt, of Minneapolis, died 
in January 2007 following a short 
illness. Dean, who was blind, was 
well known to listeners of WCCO 
AM for his traffic reports. He had an 
encyclopedic knowledge of streets and 


highways in his head, while at the same 
time monitoring a forest of scanners 
and taking Braille notes for his, traf- 


fic updates. Dean was often heard on. 


the Twin Cities 146.85 repeater system 


and around the world on the WOKIE 
Satellite Network, where he hosted 
a program called, “Thursday Night 
Potpourri.” 

— Lynn D. Kreyer, ARNewsline 


Amateur Radio Call Signs 


The following shows the last call sign in each group to be assigned for each VE Region under the sequential call system 
as of 04 February 2007. For more information about the sequential call sign system, see Fact Sheet PR5000 #206-S 
dated August 1996 or contact the Federal Communications Commission, Consumer Assistance Branch, 1270 Fairfield 
Rd., Gettysburg, PA 17325-7245, toll free 888/225-5322; or see the website: www.wireless.fcc.gov/services. 


District Group C/ 
Technician 
0 : KC@ZKB 
1 ‘ ‘ KBIOKY 
Dis KC2QXN 
3 KB30MX 
_ 4 ” KI4THB 
5 KESMHS 
6 KI6HRD 
7 KE7KRX 
8 KD8FDD 
9 KC9OKTK 
N. Marianas KH@SU 
Guam NH2FH 
Hawaii WH7CT 
American Samoa KH8DS 
Alaska KL2DK 
Virgin Island NP2NH 
Puerto Rico WP4NTP 


++ All calls in this group have been assigned 


Group B/ Group A/ 
General Extra 
++ AC@GA 
++ ABI1GP 
++ AB2WH 
++ AB3EJ 
ot AI4TA 
++ ADSZH 
++ AE6ZS 
++ AD7KQ 
ae “AB8WZ 
++ KCONI 
++ ++ 

++ AH2DS 
ab ; AH6SN 
++ AH8Y 
++ AL2V 
++ ++ 

++ ++ 
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Thank you! 
J 


The Evolution of Boy Scout 
Headquarters Station K2BSA 


2 


Walter Maxwell, W2DU 


heard, or heard, of K2BSA, the 

club station at the National Head- 
quarters of the Boy Scouts of America, 
located in Dallas, Texas. Then it’s also 
likely that you’d be interested in learn- 
ing a little background on how the sta- 
tion originated. 

In 1910, Lord Baden-Powell founded 
the Boy Scout movement in England. 
The movement soon caught on in 
the U.S., with its original Headquar- 
ters located at 2 Park Avenue, New 
York City until the early 1960s. 
After WWII, three top executives at 
Boy Scout Headquarters were radio 
amateurs who desperately wanted to 


[: very likely that you’ve either 


have a Boy Scout Headquarters’ club. 


station, but there was no room in the 
crowded office complex for such a frill. 
These amateurs were Lloyd Eberhart, 
K2CVT, then publisher of all Boy 
Scout publications, the late Harry Har- 


char, W2GND, editor of all Boy Scout : 


publications, including Boys’ Life, and 
E.E. ‘Hoisy’ Hoisington, K2GDR (now 


W4YTA), Chairman of the Safety and. 


Health Department. 

Around 1960 these amateurs came 
upon some exciting news. Due to 
increasingly cramped office space, a 
move from New York was essential. To 
make the move possible, Headquarters 
had just acquired some pristine wooded 
acreage in North Brunswick, NJ; the 
location of station WII with its 200 kW 


Alexanderson alternator transmitter : 


operating on 21.8 kHz. This was the sta- 
tion used to transmit President Wilson’s 
ultimatum to Germany that resulted in 
the ending of WWI. 

Our three amateurs descended onto 
the property with glee, because in 
addition to a long nature trail and large 
office complex building housing the 
Headquarters’ busiriess operations, a 
large, magnificent museum was built 
to display Boy Scouting memorabilia 
from all over the world. Their immedi- 
ate thought was, “What a neat place to 
operate and display Ham Radio!” The 
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main display room was about the size of 
a standard basketball court. At one end 
of the room an attractive console was 
constructed of clear maple for the long 
desired amateur station. 

Various manufacturers of amateur 
gear generously donated equipment to 


_ the station. Hallicrafters was the first, 


donating an SX-111 receiver, an HT-37 


transmitter, and an HT-33 RF power 


amplifier. The late Al Khan, K4FW, 
(then with Electro-Voice, and later owner 
of Ten-Tec) donated an EV-664 micro- 
phone, and Telrex donated a tower and 
its then top-of-the-line three-band beam 
and rotator. Hammarlund donated its 
latest transceiver, and Heathkit donated 
an SB-101 transceiver and an SB-200 RF 
power amplifier. 

It was my good fortune to live in 


_ Dayton, NJ, only eight miles south of 


the new Headquarters (800 miles east 
of Hamvention Dayton). By sheer coin- 
cidence Hoisy, K2GDR, moved in just 
down the street from me, and naturally, 
both being Hams, we became good 


- friends. What was even more fortunate 
for me was that he invited me to join with ~ 
him, Lloyd, and Harry to assemble the 


station. Guess what? Among other tasks, 
they gave me the responsibility for the 
antennas! What a joy that task was. We 
four then formed the “Boys Life Radio 


Club’ and the original.call assigned to 


the new station was K2BFW. 
The station operation was very suc- 


HamTestOnline 


Web-based training for the 
ham radio written exams 


> Quick, easy way to learn. 

> 100% guaranteed — you pass the 
exam or get your money back. 

> Better than random practice tests. 
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> Better than books — question drill 
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> Try our free trial. 
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To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


cessful. Any scouts and visitors who — 
were licensed were given the Opportu- . 
nity to operate. 

But as luck(?) would have it, the 
K2BFW operations seemed to go awry 
during the week-ends of JOTA, the 
annual October World-Wide Jamboree 


on the Air. This was the time when we | 


expected to have an exciting bit of opera- 
tion with the new station, when Boy and 


Girl Scouts visit nearby amateur stations 


to talk with other Boy and Girl Scouts 
over Amateur Radio. And every year, 
we at Headquarters had licensed scouts 
and scouters lined up for twenty-four 
hour operation of K2BFW weedece 
the entire JOTA weekends. 

But alas, a distressing problem arose 
during JOTA every year. A scoutmas- 
ter, a licensed amateur in Pennsylvania 
right across the Delaware River from 
us, obtained a special event call sign for 
the JOTAs, K3BSA! Wow, the pile-ups 
he drew! Everybody thought he was the. 
Headquarters station. Ol’ K2BFW was. 
left in his dust, and when we announced 


during every contact that we were the. 


Headquarters station, many of our con- 
tacts disbelieved us, and told us to get 
off Headquarter’s frequency. | 
After several years of the distress- . 
ing problem emanating from K3BSA 
I decided we needed more recognition 
and visibility. I decided to get a new. 
call sign that would give us the clout 
we needed. On checking the Call Book 
it was obvious that both W2BSA and 
K2BSA were in use. W2BS wasn’t in 
use but better than nothing, still stands - 


_ for Boy Scouts. 


As a former monitoring officer with 
the Radio Intelligence Division of the 
FCC I was personally acquainted with 
Rosel'H. Hyde, then Chairman of the 
FCC. I told him of the situation and 
asked his advice on how to proceed in 
obtaining a permanent assignment of 
the call sign W2BS to the Boy Scout 
Headquarters station. He suggested that 
I present the situation in the form of a 


draft petition that he would take to the 


Chief of the Safety and Special Services 
Bureau for his comments. (At that time, 


the Amateur Division fell under this 
Bureau’s jurisdiction.) Chairman Hyde 
was in complete agreement with our 
request. However, Bureau Chief James 
Barr rejected the petition, saying there 


were no administrative rules allowing a. - 


special call sign to be assigned perma- 
nently in cases such as ours. In addition, 


he stated that old-timers who already - 


had two-letter calls would object to a 
Boy Scout station having a two-letter 
call. This last comment in his response 
seemed to me to be a lame excuse. 

I started some research; on pouring 
over old Call Books from between 1921 
and 1928, to my surprise I found more 
than 50 two-letter calls assigned to Boy 
- Scout troops all over the Country during 
that early era. (I also discovered the early 
FRC policy of assigning two-letter call 
signs to universities and colleges, all 
with suffixes beginning with ‘y’.) » 

My revised petition included a report 
on my findings concerning the two-letter 


calls assigned to Boy Scout troops in - 
those early days. By this time Chair- 


man Hyde’s tenure had expired, and he 
was replaced by Chairman Dean Burch. 
However, Chairman Hyde remained as 
my advisor, and heartily approved of the 
revised petition. 
_. On Chairman Hyde’s advice, I sub- 
mitted the new petition directly to the 
FCC commissioners on 16 April 1968. 


- One of the arguments in the new peti- — 


tion for a permanent assignment of a 
call sign for the Headquarters’ station 
I thought would help our position was 


that in addition of its use at Headquar- 


ters, the call could also be used by other 
_ scouting groups for their activities in all 
parts of the country, simply by obtain- 
ing permission from the current trustee 
of W2BS, and applying the appropriate 
/n for the District in which the operation 
occurs. This aspect of the permanent 
call sign would then relieve the FCC 
staff from the paperwork required to 
process: special-event call signs for 
other official Scouting activities, such 
as Jamborees. 

- After the usual long wait for 


bureaucratic action, on April 1, 1969, . 


I received a letter directly from the 
Chairman of the FCC himself, Dean 
Burch, saying the Commission found 
that they believed the call sign K2BSA 
would give Boy Scout Headquarters the 


recognition and prestige required to let. 


the amateur community know who we 
were. every time we went on the air. 
Petition request granted. 
It seems that during the time I was 
doing the research, the call sign K2BSA 
had become inactive, and was therefore 
available. K2BSA was thus assigned to 
the club station of the Boy Scouts of 
America Headquarters! As word got 
around concerning the new call sign, our 
local scouts and scouters started increas- 
ing our visibility by putting in more time 
on the air, and the positive responses we 
received proved that our recognition as 
Scouting National Headquarters was 
also increasing dramatically... 

During the first years of operation 
with the original call sign K2BFW, 
Harry Harchar was trustee of the 


station, but from the time of the new - 


call sign until Headquarters moved to 
Dallas, I was the trustee, and also the 
National JOTA coordinator. 

However, all did not bode well for the 
Headquarters’ move from New York to 
New Jersey. It appears that Scouting 
organizations in the Western portion 
of the country felt that the new location 
should have been more centrally located 
between East and West to provide a more 
equalized service to the West. The situ- 
ation simmered until the 1990s, when 


the tough decision was made to move — 


to Dallas. 

Alas, a firm, unbendable high-level 
Headquarters decision was made that 
there would be no Amateur Radio 
operation and no antennas erected at 
the new building in Dallas. Fortunately, 
a Dallas Scouter who was also an ardent 
amateur, the late Walter ‘Dan’ Dansby, 


Jr., WSURI, considered it untenable that 
K2BSA operation was killed simply by 
bureaucratic executive order. Dan then 
started a search for a suitable location 


_to house K2BSA and get it back into 


operation. He initially found a place 
to house the. station at Camp Shuman 
on Lake Worth near Azle, Texas, and 
later moved to its permanent home at 
Camp Wisdom in Dallas. The station’s 
trustee is Ray Moyer, WD8JKV, and 
the station manager is Frank Krizan, 
KRIZAN. K2BSA’s equipment consists 
of two HF operating positions, a VHF/ 
UHF satellite position, VHF/UHF voice 
and packet position and amateur TV 
(ATV) operating position. The station 


-18 operated during Jamboree on the Air 


(JOTA) and several other weekends of 
the year. Maintenance is done by Crew 
73 members and Advisors of Richard- 
son, TX. 

Beginning in September, 2000, 


. K2BSA has been operating and open 


certain Saturdays of each month for vis- 
iting Scout groups to tour and talk with 
other Hams and, perhaps, other Scouts 
around town, around the country and, 
often, the world. Watch the K2BSA 
website for details or call the Circle 
Ten Council reservations desk 214- 
902-6764 (beginning in July 2000) to. 
schedule a visit. 

Finally, it is comforting to know that 
through the operation of K2BSA, Ama- 
teur Radio is being kept alive within the 
Boy Scout movement, giving its youth an 
introduction to our hobby and service, 
and hopefully instilling a desire in them 
to become a part of our great Amateur 


Radio Community. S 
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My Friend Sara 


Bob Engle, KIQLL 


mateur Radio operators are quick 
to focus on the negative, blam- 
ing the ever-present “Murphy” 
(inventor of Murphy’s Law, which states 


“Anything that can go wrong will go . 


wrong’). There are times, however, when 
Murphy is defeated and wrong things go 
right. This may be due to another member 
of Murphy’s family, his little-known sister 
Serendipity, I call her Sara for short. 
Murphy arrived at my QTH this spring 


as an Fl tornado. Several houses in the ‘ 


. neighborhood were destroyed and my 
antenna farm ended up on the ground. 
First things first; the damage to the 
house and outbuildings was taken care 
of. To promote domestic tranquility, the 
first antenna tower to go back in the air 
was the one that holds the TV, FM and 
broadband antennas. Getting this all done 
took well into the fall. 

My receiving antenna was a horizon- 
tal loop supported by three short towers 


50 Ohm Coax Cable Assemblies 


manufactured by Cable X-Perts, Inc. 
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| Contact these fine dealers for prices 
and stocked lengths 


and a pole. In its original form it was a 
multi-turn affair made from shielded 
multiconductor wire. The wire was 
not salvageable and I decided to put it 
back up as a single wire loop and feed it 
through a high-power balun with ladder 
line (another “Easy Way” application) as 
a temporary antenna until I could get the 
“big stick” back in operation. I had to 
thread one corner support through the 
trees as I didn’t have time to replace the 
pole for the NE corner. 

Winter arrived when I wasn’t looking 
and the main tower was not nearly ready 


for the beam, nor was the beam ready for ° 
the tower. I did have the ropes and pulleys ° 


rigged to put up the Twin Lead Marconi 
for 160 and the Delta Loop for 75. 
Murphy struck again! As I was pulling 


the twin-lead Marconi up into position, — 


the main pulley collapsed and dropped 
pulley, ropes and antenna into a heap at 
the base of the tower and stuck the erec- 
tion rope in the top of a pine tree where 
it remains to this day. 


Connector: PL259 both ends. 
Burial: Yes. UV Resistant: Yes. : 
Shields: 2 (100% bonded foil+95%TC Braid) V/P 84% 
Attenuation @ 100ft: 50MHz 1.1, 150MHz 1.9, 450MHz 3.3 
Recommended frequencies: 50-450MHz. : 
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Now what? I really want a vertical for 
160 Meters and I really like the TLM but 
no one was going to climb-95' of tower 


in the cold winds. that had arrived that 


weekend. The loop was really not high 
enough at 40' to be a great antenna on 
160. On 75 it seems to do OK as my firs 
contact was an EA3. . 

And then “Sara” dropped by. Seren- 
dipity is the occasional gold lining in a _ 
thundercloud or as the dictionary might 
say, finding.good things by accident. 

As I poked around on the WorldRadio | 
web site searching for inspiration, there 
was the answer. “The Easy Way!” John, 
Haerle, WBSIIR, and I had discussed the 
merits of our favorite antennas on 160 
many years ago, I favoring the TLM and 
he, of course, the easy way. The notes from 
those long gone QSOs were long gone, 
too, (or so I thought), so I did the next best. 


_ thing and ordered his book. Great infor- - 


mation and a good read, by the way. 
The main tower is 95' of Rohn 25, 
guyed with three sets of four guys. I 


CXP1318FC 


CXP1318FN 


Connector: "N" Male both ends. 

Burial: Yes. UV Resistant: Yes. 
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had installed a “drop wire” down to a 
variable capacitor in a weather proof 
housing to detune the tower, if neces- 
sary, when the TLM was installed. Since 
the original tower had been shunt fed 
at one'time, all the guys are insulated 
from ground. 

Before running open-wire line out to 
the tower, I checked the characteristics of 
the drop wire as a shunt feed. My SWR 
analyzer told me that it was resonant 
down in the broadcast band and the 
feedpoint impedance was rather com- 
plex. The guy wires are at a rather small 
angle and even providing “top loading” 
they are at an angle that would probably 
result in some signal cancellation. 

-IL read the book and then I found some 
of the notes John sent me tucked away in 
a folder of notes for presentations I had 
done on emergency antennas! I found a 
carbon. copy of notes from a presenta- 
tion called “The Easy Way Revisited” 
_ (do they still have carbon paper?) There 
was the classic folded-umbrella fed with 
open-wire line ina wavy pencil drawing 
showing the guy-wires making up part 
of the feed system. My thinking was that 
the tower is 95', a bit short for a 1/4 wave 
‘on 160, but the guys should make it fatter 
So it might just work out. As I didn’t wish 
to redo the guys, I just attached a wire 
from each outer guy about 5' above the 
ground and brought them back to the 
tower base. I connected them together 
and hooked them to the drop wire con- 
- nection bypassing the variable capacitor. 
I left the drop wire in the circuit. What 
this gave me is a variation on the folded 
umbrella, with the fed guys coming back 
to the tower base horizontally rather than 
at an angle. 

I checked the feedpoint with the SWR 
analyzer. I then borrowed my neighbor, 
Dave Robson, WB9ROC’s, analyzer. 
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Wow! Both were saying the same thing, 
resonance at 1.925MHz, SWR at 1.3- 
to-1 and 2-to-1 bandwidth below and 
above the band limits, with a resistance 
of 50 Ohms and a small bit-of reactance 
at 1925MHz. The bandwidth sounded 
too good to be true so I checked all 


the ground connections and repaired 


the ones that were corroded or broken. 
A broad SWR curve can be caused by 
excessive ground losses. As with any ver- 
tical antenna of this type, a good ground 


‘is necessary for best performance. Now 


the bandwidth was more realistic with 
the SWR being 2.6 at 1.800MHz and 
1.9 at 2.000MHz. I attached one of the 


feedlines from the original setup to the 


feed point. All feeds to the tower base 


are 50 Ohm RG8 run through an under-. 


ground conduit about 120 feet from the 
Hamshack. It works perfectly. 

Sorry John, no “Easy Way” open 
wire feed this time. But since it is only 


for 160 it is great as itis. Who would: 
have believed that a totally unplanned © 


installation would turn out to be an 
excellent vertical on 160? The big rig 
is happy across the entire band with no 
tuner needed. Even the solid state rigs 
don’t complain. 

So there you have it. Sara Sereainity 


triumphs over Murphy and I get to have - 
my 160 vertical for the season. 


It will be interesting when the system 
is finished if it will still work without 
a tuner or if open wire feeders will be 


needed, but my ue Sara may just 


Visit again. 

I guess the moral of this story is: Don’t 
be afraid to try something different, Sara 
may visit you, also. & 


K-Y Filter Company 
3010 Grinnel Place, Davis, CA 95616 
(530) 757-6873 


K-Y modem/telephone RFI 
filters are truly superior! 


_ Please visit us at: 
http://www.ky-filters.com/am.htm 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


Turn your excess Ham 
Radios and related items 
into a tax break for you 
and learning tool for 
kids. 


Stetina 


Donate your radio or related | 
gear to an IRS approved 
SOL (c)(3) charity. Get the tax 
credit and help a worthy cause. | 


Serre cee eetenremtsteree ine meee cmetecme rarer rer enero Tee Tereetecee Teen Peon 
eteatieuyelntint 


sheen tabgtbyssertasaaba terest 
tie 


Equipment picked up 
anywhere or shipping 
arranged. Radios you can 
write off - kids you can’t. 


i 
: 
' 
: 


THE RADIO CLUB OF | 
JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 22 | 
P.O. Box 1052 

New York, NY 10002. 
Education Scuce Z 980 | 


i 
i 
FY 
f 
é 
q 
E 
FI 
th 


WorldRadio, April 2007 13 


MFJ Speech Intelligibility 


Enhancer 


a makes i understandable speech highly understandable! 


“What did you say?” Can you 


hear but... just can’t always understand 
everything people are saying? 

As we get older, high frequency hear- 
ing loss reduces our ability to under- 
stand speech. Here’s why . . 

Research shows that nearly half the 
speech intelligibility is contained in 
1000 to 4000 Hz range, but contains a 
miniscule 4% of total speech energy. 

On the other hand, the low frequen- 
cies, 125 to 500 Hz have most of the. 
speech energy (55%) but contribute very 
little to intelligibility -- only 4%. | 

To dramatically improve your ability 


MFJ. Contest Voice Keyer 


Transformer-coupled -- No RFI, hum or feedback... . 75 
. Records received audio . 


to understand ~ 
speech, you must: 
| First, drastically 
_ increase the speech 
| energy above 500 
| Hz, where 83% of 
| the speech intelligi- 
© bility is concen- 
trated. 

Second, drasti- 
cally reduce speech 
energy below 500 Hz where only 4% of 


_ speech intelligibility lies. 


The MFJ-616 splits the audio speech 
band into four overlapping octave 
ranges centered at 300, 600, 1200 and 
2400 Hz. You can boost or cut each 
range by nearly 20 dB. 

A balance control and separate 2'/2 Watt 
amplifiers let you equalize perceived 
loudness to each ear so both ears help. 

By boosting high and cutting low fre- 
quencies and adjusting the balanced con- 
trol, speech that you can barely under- 
stand become highly understandable! 


Even if you don t have high frequency ag 
hearing loss, you’!l dramatically improve 
your a ility to understand speech. 

You'll get an edge in contesting and 
DXing and enjoy ee more. 
Here’s what OST for April, 2001 said 
“T expected a subtle offect at best, 
but I was astonished . . . The result was 
remarkably clean, understandable 
speech without hissing, ringing or other 
strange effects . . , made a dramatic 


; improvement . 


Immuned to RFI. Has phone ae 
on/off speaker switch, 2 inputs, bypass 
switch. 10Wx2'/;Hx6D”. Needs 12 VDC. 

MFJ-1316, $21.95. For 110 VAC’ 
operation. Provides 12 VDC/1.5 Amps. 

MFJ-72, $69.80. All-in-one MFJ- 
616 Accessory Pack. Includes MFJ-392 
headphones, two MFJ-281 speakers and 
MFJ-1316 power supply. Save $7! 

Try it for 30 Days . 

- Order from MFJ and try it -- No obli-. 
aan If not delighted, return it within 
30 days for refund less shipping. 


60 dB Null wipes out 


seconds total, SEEM URES 5 


Let this new microprocessor 
controlled MFJ Contest Voice 
Keyer™ call CQ, send your call 
and do contest exchanges for 
you in your own natural voice! 

Store frequently used phrases 
like “CQ Contest this is AASMT”, 
“You’re 59”. . . “Qth is Mississ- 
ippi” ... Contest by pressing a 
. few buttons and save your voice. 

Record and playback 5 natural 
sounding messages in a total of 
75 seconds. Uses eeprom -- no 
battery backup needed. Use your 
mic or its built-in mic for recording. 

You can repeat messages 
continuously and vary the repeat 
delay from 3 to 500 seconds. 
Makes a great voice beacon and 
calling CQ is so easy. 

' You can also record and play 
back off-the-air signals -- great 
help if you didn’t get it right the 
first time! No more “Please repeat’. 

A playing message can be 


MFJ tunable Super DSP filter, 


MFJ-784B 


$269° 


You can continuously tune low pass, 
high pass, notch and bandpass filters and 
continuously vary bandwidth to pinpoint 


Only MFJ gives you tun- 
able and programmable 
“brick wall” DSP filters. 


and eliminate interference. 


Only MFJ gives you 5 factory pre-set 
and 10 programmable pre-set filters you 


MFJ-434B halted by the 


a Ri ane ok 


phone’s PTT/VOX, remote 


| control or computer. 


Has jack for remote or com- 
puter control (using CT, NA or 
other program). Lets you select, 
play and cancel messages. 

Your mic’s audio character- 
istics do not change when your 
MFJ-434B is installed. 

All audio lines are RF fil- 


‘ tered to eliminate RFI, audio. 


feedback and distortion.. An 
audio isolation transformer 
totally eliminates hum and dis- 
tortion caused by ground loops. 

New! It’s easy to use -- just 
plug in your 8 pin round or mod- 
ular mic plug, set the internal 
jumpers for your transceiver and 
plug in the appropriate (included) 
cable for your rig. 

Built-in speaker-amplifier. 
Speaker/phone jack. Use 9 Volt 
battery, 9-15 VDC or 110. VAC 
with optional MFJ-1312D, 
$15.95. 64/Wx2!/2Hx6'/D in. 

_ MFJ-73, $34.95. MFJ-434B 
Remote Control with cable. 


can customize. Automatic notc 
searches for and eliminates multiple het- 
erodynes. Advanced adaptive noise reduc- 
tion silences background noise and QRM. ° 


noise and interference 


MFJ-1026 


‘489 


Wipe out noise and interfer- 


ence before it gets into your 
receiver with a 60 dB null! 
Eliminate all types of noise - 
- severe power line noise from 
arcing transformers and insula- 
tors, fluorescent lamps, light 
dimmers, touch controlled 
lamps, computers, TV birdies, 
lightning crashes from distant 
thunderstorms, electric drills, 
motors, industrial processes... . 
It’s more effective than a noise 
blanker! Interference much 
stronger than your desired signal 
can be completely removed 
without affecting your signal. . 


It works on all modes -- SSB, : 


AM, CW, FM -- and frequences 
from BCB to lower VHF. 


out a strong local ham or AM 
broadcast’station to prevent your 
eceiver from overloading. 

Use the MFJ-1026 as an 
djustable phasing network. 
You can combine two antennas 
O give you various directional ~ 
patterns. Null out a strong inter- 
fering signal or peak a weak sig- 


“nal at.a push of a button. 


Easy-to-use! Plugs between 
transmitting antenna and trans- 
ceiver. To null, adjust amplitude 
and phase controls for minimum 
S-meter reading or lowest noise. 


‘To peak, push reverse button. 


Use built-in active antenna or an 
external one. MFJ’s exclusive 
Constant Amplitude Phase 
Control™ makes nulling easy. 
RF sense T/R switch auto- 
matically bypasses your trans- - 
ceiver when you transmit. 
Adjustable delay time. Uses 12 
VDC or 110 VAC with MFJ- 
1312D, $15.95. 6'2x1'x6'/s in. 
MFJ- 1025, $169.95. _ Like 


You can null out strong QRM 


on top of weak rare DX and 
then work him! You can null 


1iter 


Free MFJ Catalog 


Visit: http://www.mfjenterprises.com 
or call toll-free 800-647-1800 


¢ 1. Year No Matter What™ warranty « 30 day money 
back guarantee (less s/h) on orders direct from MFJ 


MED 


na, use per noise antenna. 


MFJ ENTERPRISES, INC. 
300 Industrial Pk Rd, Starkville, 
MS 39759 PH: 


662) 323-5869 - 
Tech Help: (662) 323-0549 


FAX: (662)323- 6551 8-4:30 CST, Mon.-Fri. Add 


“Prices ms specifications subject to change. (c) 2006 MFJ Enterprises, lie ih . 


http://www.mfjenterprises.com for instruction manuals, catalog, inf 


MFJ Switching Power Supplies 
Power your HF transceiver, 2 meter/440 MHz mobile/base and accessories 
with these new v 25 or 45 Amp MFJ MightyLite™ Switching Power Supplies! 


No RF hash... Super ips a ... Super small... Volt/Amp Meters... 


MEJ’s new adjustable voltage switch- 
ing power supplies do it all! Power your 
HF or 2M/440 MHz radio and accessories. 

MEW s MightvLites™ are so light and 
small you can carry them in the palm of 
your hand! Take them with you anywhere. 

_ No more picking up and hauling around 
heavy, bulky supplies that can give you a 
painful backache, pulled muscle or hernia. 

MFJ’s 25 Amp MightyLite™ weighs — 
just 3.7 Ibs. -- that’s 5 times lighter than an 
equivalent conventional power supply. 
MFJ’s 45 Amp is even more dramatic -- & 
times lighter and weighs just 5.5 pounds! 

No RF hash! 

These babies are clean .. . Your bud- 

_ dies won’t hear any RF hash on your sig- 
nal! None in your receiver either! 

Some competing switching power sup- 
plies generate objectionable RF hash in 
your transmitted and received signal. 

These super clean MFJ MightvL ites 

“meet all FCC Class B regulations. 
Low Ripple ... Highly Regulated 

Less than 35 mV peak-to-peak ripple 
under 25 or 45 amp full load. Load regula- 
tion is better than 1.5% under full load. 

Fully Protected 
You won’t burn up our power supplies! 


TM 


MFJ 35/30 Amp Adjustable Regulated DC Power Supply 


ee MEFI-4225MV 
25 Am 


*149° 


MF Fe 4245MY pale SINE ehaseey 


S 45 9925  . — 
1 Buh No RF Hash! 
MF J-4225MV, $149.95. 25 Amps 
Ai eablate or 22 Amps continuous. Weighs 
.7 pounds. Measures 5°/1Wx4'/:Hx6D in, 
MF J-4245MV, $199.95. 45 Amps 
maximum or 40 Amps continuous. Weighs 
5.5 pounds. Measures 7'/2Wx4?Hx9D in. 
New! MFJ-4175, $359.95, 
75 Amps continuous, 13.8-14.2 
VDC. 7.8 pounds. 6'/2Wx3'/:Hx 10D 
eles 108- 132 oe No RE heist, 


sritehing Power Supply _ 


a 


No RF Hash! 

They are fully pr pimsed with Over Voltage 

and Over Current protection circuits. 
Worldwide Versatility 

MEY MightvLites™ can be used any- 
where in the world! They have switchable 
AC input voltage and work from 85 to 135 
VAC or 170 to 260 VAC. Replaceable fuse. 

MightyLites™ ... Mighty Features 

Front-panel control lets you vary out- 
put from 9 to 15 Volts DC. 

Froent-panel has easy access five-way [| 
binding posts for heavy duty use and ciga- 
rette lighter socket for ‘mobile accessories. 
MFJ-4245MV has two sets of quick-con- ply delivers 94 09 
nects on the rear for accessories. _ EXE 22 pes th 

Brightly illuminated 3 inch meters let: {MPs Continuous at 
you monitor load voltage and current. y 

A whisper quiet internal fan efficiently f¢ 
cools your power supply for long life. 

Two models to choose from.. 


Massive 19.2 pound transformer... No RF hash... Adjustable tol4 VDC... 


MFJ’s heavy duty conventional power 
supply is excellent for powering HF or 2 
Meter/440 MHz transceiver/accessories. 

A massive 19.2 pound transformer 
makes this power supply super heavy duty! 
It delivers 35 amps maximum and 30 amps 
continuous without even flexing its mus- 
cles. Plugs into any 110 VAC wall outlet, 

Tt’s highly regulated with load regula- 
tion better than 1%. Ripple voltage is less 
than 30 mV. No RF hash -- it’s super clean! 

Fully protected -- has over voltage pro- 
tection, fold back short circuit protection 


and over-temperature protection. MFJ-403SMV 


You get front panel 
adjustable voltage from | to 14 
VDC with a convenient detent 
set at 13.8 VDC. A pair of front-panel 
meters Jet you monitor voltage and current. 

Three sets of output terminals include a 
pair of heavy duty five-way binding posts 
for HE/VHF radios, two pairs of quick-con- - 
nects for accessories and a covered ciga- 
rette lighter socket for mobile accessories. 

A front-panel fuse holder makes fuse 
replacement easy. Whisper quiet fan speed 
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increases as load current increases -- keeps 
components cool. 9'5Wx6Hx9%/sD inches, 


MFJ High Current Multiple DC Power Outlets 


VH. 


Power two HF, 


$79°° 


transceivers and six or more accessories from your 12 VDC power supply 


MFI-L1I8 1118. No 30 amp posts. Has “ON” LED 


and 0-25 VDC voltmeter. 15 amps total. 
MFJ-U112, $39.95, Similar to MFJ- 

1116. No on/off switch, LED, meter, fuse. 
MFJ-1117, $59.95. For powering four 

HF /VHF radios (two at 35 Amps each and 


six or more accessories from 
your transceiver’s main 12 
VDC supply. 

Two pairs. of super heavy 
duty 30 amp 5-way binding 
posts connect your transceivers. 


plus s&h 
MEJ-1116 


two at 35 Amps combined) simultaneously. 
Tiny 8x2x3 inches. 


Each pair is fused and RF 

bypassed. Handles 35 Amps 
MFI-U12— total Six pairs of heavy duty, RF 

$3 O° bypassed 5-way binding posts 


let you power your accessories. | 
plus s&h 


‘Dealer/Catalog/Manuals 
; 2 Visit: Attp://jwww.mfjenterprises.com 
They handle 15 Amps total, are ; yay 
protected by a master fuse and have an gr call saliciige 800-04 ¢4 800 
ON/OFF switch with “ON” LED indicator. ° 1 Year Ne Adatter What™ warranty + 30 day money 
Built-in 0-25 VDC voltmeter. Six back guarantee (less s/h) on orders direct from MFJ 
feet super heavy duty eight gauge color- MFJ ENTERPRISES, INC. 
coded cable with ring tongue terminals. 300 Industrial Pk Rd, Starkville, 
Binding posts are spaced for standard MS 39759 PH: (662) 323-5869 


dual banana plugs. Heavy duty alu- Tech Help: (662) 323-0549 
minum construction. 12’/2x23/0x2?/2 in. FAX:(662)323-655 1 §-4:30 CST. Mon-Fri, Add shipping. 


MEJ-1116, $54. 95. Similar to MEFJ- Privey ane specifications subject to change. (c) 2006 MF? Enterprises. fac. 
All are protected by MF J’s famous No Matter What™ one year limited warranty. 


MEJ-H17 


plus s&h 


MF J-1118, $79.95. This is MFJ’s most 
versatile and highest current Deluxe 
Multiple DC Power Outlet. Lets you 
power two HF and/or VHF transceivers and 


What is a Parametric Equalizer? 


Merrill Stevenson, KG6AMW 


hat’s good question: What is a 
parametric equalizer? Some of - 


the newer HF rigs coming into 
the market are now offering this fea- 
ture. It’s probably left you wondering 
what it is and how it can improve your 
signal. In basic terms it’s a different way 
modify the audio signal you generate by 
allowing more latitude in adjusting your 
audio. But, with every new introduction 
technology there is also the factor of 
complexity. This has been borne out by 
comments Amateur Radio operators on 
the Ham Radio web sites struggling with 
this new technology. So let’s-seé what it 
is all about. 


Standard Equalizer 
Typically most Ham Radio operators 
stick to standard bass and treble controls 
found in rigs and microphones. It might 


consist of high and low cut controls on . 


a microphone or even basic digital 
signal processing (DSP) transmit audio 
settings. The operator usually tries to 
find a combination of the right ranges 
so as to allow clarity (treble) and while 
allowing just enough bass to warm up 
the audio and give it a natural sound. 
The trouble starts when there’s a little 
too much of one range over another. 
So to find the balance some operators 
resort to an audio equalizer. 

A regular equalizer is fairly straight 
forward. The layout of a graphic equal- 
izer is the typical sliding controls 
arranged by frequency. It doesn’t take 
much to figure out the slides represent 
the resultant frequency response. Usu- 
ally the frequency response is divided 
into three main ranges, treble, mid- 
range and bass. A simple equalizer 
might have bands at 20 Hz, 200 Hz, 
2 kHz and 20.kHz. The more elaborate 
equalizers allow more tuning pots or 
slides in more ranges. Using this, the 
operator attempts to fine tune the signal 
by boosting some of audio range while 
limiting others. This system has worked 
well for many years, but now something 
more has been added to the mix. 
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Parametric Equalizer 


There are lots of variations with a 
parametric equalizer. So how does 
this compare with a standard equal- 
izer? Remember with a standard 
equalizer you set ranges of frequen- 
cies to get the audio you want. With 
a parametric equalizer you take the 
whole process a step further by refin- 
ing each of these frequencies with the 
following parameters: 

Parametric Gain: The level of boost 
for that particular frequency, low, mid 
and high-range. 


Center Frequency: Where in that.one — 


particular frequency do you want to be, 
low, mid and high-range? 

Bandwidth: How wide do you want 
that particular frequency to be, narrow, 


‘mid range or wide? 


You get the idea. Not only do you 
select the frequency emphasis, but now 
you have the opportunity to adjust each 
particular frequency nine different 
ways, allowing you to not only control 
level of boost of a certain frequency 
but where in that frequency you want 
to emphasis to be and the bandwidth of 
that particular frequency. It allows the 
operator to fine tune the audio to such 
an extent the audio comes off sounding 
more natural. 


Senne Catany Manatees amine TEE 


Designs & Manufactures 
High-Quality Radio System Products 
for the 
AMATEUR RADIO INDUSTRY 


fanemiger Combingit: ° Rea ° Filters 
Wattmeters * RF Power Monitors + Cellco 
High-Q Cavities * Preamplifiers 
IM Suppression * Receiver Multicouplers 
Preselectors » Duplexers 
RF Loads & Terminations « Isolators 
Wireless 2 ican Engineering 


>» Order Today! 800- 331-3396 < 


660 Giguere Court * San Jose, CA 95133 


Email: sales@telewave.com 
http://www.telewave.com 


CMAS Contract # 3-06-58-0122B 
GSA Schedule # GS-35F-0248J 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


_ fellow operators. hy 


Using the 
Parametric Equalizer 
Having a parametric equalizer is one 
thing, but learning to use this feature is 
quite another. One of the down-sides to’ 
this type of equalization is complexity 
and the effort required accomplishes 
precise repeatability. There are lots 


of adjustments that can be easily 


overlooked and forgotten. In order to 
get the best use out of it, follow these 
general rules. | 

1. Read the instructions manual before 
attempting to use it. It should detail 
default settings and available ranges. 

2. Set a base line with microphone and 
ALC settings without the parametric. 
equalizer engaged. . 

3. Take your time experimenting 

with settings; remember there are lots 
of categories to set and in each mat, 
a range of settings. 
_ 4. Use the internal monitor on your rig 
to listen to your signal, and then adjust 
each parameter. You might broaden the 
bandwidth in one range while shifting. 
emphasis in another. | 

5. Seek input from your fellow opera- . 
tors. This is probably the most effective 
way after listening to your signal on 
monitor. The problem is what sounds 
good ,to one operator sounds like trash 
to another. So pick someone with a good 
ear and get several opinions. 

6. Once you get what you want, again 
write it down for future reference. 


Some Final Thoughts 


The increased ability to season your 
audio via parametric equalization is a 
great option. Having warm audio for the 
local guys is one option while having 
nice clear audio for DXing is another. 
Far too many operators in contests and 
DX pileups assume that the most pierc- 
ing over-processed signal gets through 
the fastest. This is simply not true. Go 
for the signal that’s clear that does not 
contain too many highs and is over-_ 
processed. It’s usually the signal that’s 


. clear that will get you through the pile- 
ups faster and earn compliments from 


oe 


t 


Durham, NC Hams in Bahama Parade 
Assist with Emergency 


Wood) Woodward, K3VSA 


local Amateur Radio club’s 

emergency communications van. 

was a part of the Bahama, NC, 

annual Christmas Parade, and the Ama- 

teur Radio operators on board figured 

prominently in an emergency response 

to a child who was injured -just before 
the parade began. 

The Durham FM Association, an 
organization of Amateur Radio operators 
from Durham and surrounding counties, 
entered their Mobile Communications 
Unit (MCU) van as one of the approxi- 
mately 150 floats in Bahama’s holiday 
parade. The MCU was occupied by John 
Le May, KB4WGA, Emergency Coor- 
dinator for Durham County’s branch of 
the Amateur Radio Emergency Service 
(ARES), and Don Watt, Jr., KE4UVJ, 
Assistant Emergency Coordinator for 
Durham ARES. 

‘At about 9:45 a.m., fifteen minutes 
before the parade was to begin, a young 
girl fell from the float she was on, land- 
ing in a ditch onto a metal culvert pipe, 
lacerating her chin. John Le May’s emer- 
gency communications training kicked 
in, and he immediately contacted 9-1-1 
using his cell phone, which was the 
most expeditious way of handling this 
particular situation. eae 

Police, Fire Department and Rescue 
units in the parade responded at once to 

provide assistance to the young girl, who 


The Durham FM Association’s Mobile Communications Unit. (Photo by John 


C. Le May, Jr., KB4WGA.) 


was reportedly celebrating her birthday . 


that day. The identity of the victim,.whom 
John guessed to be about eight years old, 
was not immediately available. 

“We didn’t expect to be involved 
in an emergency situation,” explained 
John, “and so, we weren’t attending the 
communications equipment in the MCU. 


|. Ht “HF” Antenna 
Truly Handheld w/Performance! 


Free Trial for 30 Days** Enjoy signais that drastically improve by pressing the tuning 


eg You can count on this antenna 

(Collapsed) tO bring in AM, SSB and CW*! 

Hie Sata This includes many ham band 
signals when the bands are in.* © 
This is typically daily for many 
ham and shortwave bands 
(e.g. 20m, 40m & 80m). Band 
tuning with a long 33” whip 


makes the difference! 

*this is not a beam but real signals can be 
enjoyed using this truly handheld antenna. 
See new performance information on Web site. 
**Free trial includes return of purchase price 
and initial shipping to you if returned (your 
expense is just shipping back.) 


buttons as compared to untuned pass-through reception. 


- Fantastic gain over standard VHF/UHF rubber duck antennas!* 


~ Adyantage of tuning long 33" whip delivers perfarmance!* 
~ 5 primary tuned bands in 2 antenna versions: ham or SW 
~ Novel tuning provides a multitude of off-primary bands 
through butfon combinations - Patent Pending 
- Includes built-in SMA connector plus BNC & PL-259 adapters 
making this antenna compatible with many handheld radios 
~ See Web site for close-ups of new custom molded housing 
With. performance, being truly handheld and fair 
price, give it a whirl, be convinced and enjoy! 
Performance HF, Inc. 
Not magic, just performance! 
11925 Meriden Lane, San Diego, CA 927128 


To order call (858) 487-8050 or go to www.PerformanceHF.com 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


There were lots of people around who 
witnessed the accident, but it seemed 
like everyone was wrapped up in trying: 
to help and I guess nobody except the 
Hams thought about contacting the 
emergency service folks.” John had no 
further information as to the girl’s pres- 
ent condition, but he added, “Next year, 
I think we’ll look into having the MCU 
activated and maybe stationing Hams 
with handheld radios along the parade 
route, just in case...” 

— K3VSA, Woody Woodward, 
Durham FM Assn. & 


Don't be center-loaded} 
Here's how to trim your 
waistline....skip that donut 
and take out a three-year 
WorldRadio subscription 
— only $1.28 an issue. 
Please see page 9. 
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Double EWE Live Wide Eye Retorts 


I call “CQ” for hours, but no 
one will respond. What can I 


do to get some Hams to QSO © 


with me? 
R. Next question? 
Q. What is in the future-for Ham 
Radio operator license classes? 


R. Obviously, it will be the No-Noth-. 


ing Operator Class. The requirement 
will be a 10-question self-adminis- 


tered test for which the examinee 


must score zero. 

Q. What are the two principal types 
of Ham operators? 

R. There are those Hams who divide 
things into two principal types and those 
who don’t. Naturally, there needs to be 
someone to coordinate them: possibly 
a part-time volunteer planner and an 
evaluator; maybe an expeditor or two and 
a coordination team. A quality assurance 
group is an absolute must. 

There also must be a procurement divi- 
sion to oversee the critical outsourcing of 
the delicate liaison coordination advisory 
consulting, along with an augmented full 
service corporate jet executive travel 
and entertainment bureau. We’ll need 
an expanded personnel department to 
locate a highly placed unnamed source 
for leak management and spin doctoring. 
An extensive search will be necessary to 
acquire a clueless CEO to front for us 
and a hyper-energetic sales staff before 
our initial public offering. 

Err, what was your question, again? 


Q. I own twelve VHF/UHF and eight 


HF transceivers. I sometimes feel, 
however, like they own me. What is 
the ideal number of radios for a Ham 
to own? 

R. Somewhere between one and all of 
them. Keep in mind, however, our sup- 
pliers can probably import them faster 
than you can buy them up. 

The maximum number of belt-clip 
transceivers, obviously, depends upon 
your belt size. The formula is: 

Nt = B/4 


Where Nt is the number of transceiv- 


ers and B is your belt length in inches. If 
you have too many transceivers for your 


18 WorldRadio, April 2007 


current belt size, simply take all of your 
meals at fast-food restaurants. An auxil- 
iary trouser support system Slane) 


' may be required. 


. The ideal number of transceivers at 


your QTH is the maximum tolerated 


by your spouse. You can help yourself 
with this issue: Condition him or her to 
accept the fact that the purchase price of 
any transceiver is $39.95. Otherwise, you 
will have to sneak them into the house. 

For your vehicle, the exact number 
of transceivers depends upon the space 
available for your rooftop/trunk lid 
antenna farm. A full-size van is the 
ideal vehicle for maximizing this capa- 
bility. Install remote-head transceivers, 


otherwise your spouse will have to sit in 


the back seat or stay at home. 

Q. SOS! MAYDAY! Please help. 
I’ve.just been elected president of our 
radio club. What should I do? 

R. Don’t panic! Take a deep breath 
and count to ten. Follow my advice and, 
with some luck, you may get through it 
alive. 

Always be humble, at least until after 
the coronation. Enjoy the first month in 
your new position during which, by tradi- 
tion, you are entitled to blame everything 
on the previous president. From then 
on, all of the blame goes directly to you 
— even for things that happened before 
your grandparents were born. Hams have 
very long memories about what was or 
wasn’t done, but very fuzzy memories 
about who did or didn’t do it. 

Smile, mumble.and shake hands a lot. 
Most importantly, however, do not be 
distracted by your new title. At all times, 


keep in mind that you are really not in - 
charge of anything. Hams elect club 
presidents only to have someone tojtake’ 


the blame for those things over which no 
one has ever had under control and no 
one will ever have under control. 

To prevent any possibility of re-elec- 
tion, dig your hole as deeply as pos- 
sible. Surprise everyone by calling for a 
sweeping new program. Better yet, catch 
them off-guard by changing the name 
of the club. Try moving the meetings to 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


Ray Dio III, ex-K8DAI, Guest Columnist 


different locations and times. ° 

Use your position while in office to 
best advantage. First off, make certain 
that the club treasury will be financially 


. strong by doubling the dues. For secu- 


rity reasons, move the club assets to a 
secret bank account offshore. Stake out 


.acomfy QTH in a distant city where they 


can’t find you. Have your getaway plan 
well rehearsed. 

Q. I have cut up my transmission 
line into pieces about the square root 


_ of 2 divided by 2 lengths, although — 


tears streaming from my eyes may 
have altered some of my cuts of the 
coax... it, having served me well for 
11 years at this QTH. I decided to 
wait to cut up the transmitter until 
I get the trenches dug. The soil is 
extremely rocky; some being in- 
excess of 3 feet in diameter. It is 
becoming difficult getting to the 
depths you suggested for even 40 
Meters, let alone 75/80 Meters. 
And besides that, my wife is getting 
extremely ticked off about me dig- 
ging such big holes in the back yard. 
You know the old gripes... her yard, 
her lawn, her garden. 

I need someone who can dig deep 
without much regard for the envi- 
ronment, and who won’t be missed in — 
case of a cave-in. Do you know of any | 
good attorneys in the area that might 
be able to help in this matter? 

R. “Good attorney” is a huge contra-. 
diction in terms. Your idea, however, 


is not new. Several major research 


laboratories have switched to using - 
lawyers in their experiments. They are 
much more plentiful than rats and the 
laboratory technicians don’t grow so 
attached to them. 

Q. Regarding that issue of color- 
coded apparel, I feel that colors 


‘should be assigned in bands such as 


our resistor code does. My method — 
would be much more noticeable at 
Hamfests. It uses the brightest colors ; 
for the best-achievements: 

Cap indicates your class of license 
held, since it is the most obvious piece 


of apparel, standing or sitting: 


Red — Extra 

Orange Advanced 

Yellow General 

Green Tech Plus 

Blue Tech — 

Violet Novice : 

’ White Reciprocal Alien | 


_Shirt/blouse indicates where your 
last test was taken: 


Brown: VE ! ys 
Red: FCC 
Pants/skirt indicates your code 
speed: . 
Red>20 WPM eee 
Orange 13 WPM 
Yellow ~ 5WPM 
Green No Code | 


~R. Am I seeing red! 

Q. I hold Bachelor and Master 
Degrees in Education. Yet, I found the 
Technician Operator Class exam to be 


the hardest thing that I have ever had | 


to do. How am I ever going to move up 
to General? 


R. Just memorize the answers to. 


some more trivialized questions. Start 
with these: 
- TQ1. What is aise ere spelling of 
the word “amateur?” 
A. amature 
B. amatuer 
_C. amateur 
~D.amuater | 
Draw a line under choice C. It looks 
something like an “O” with a gap on the 


right side. Remember that “amateur” has 


a “mate” in the middle. 


Although all of the choices are widely . 


used by Hams, “amatuer” and “amature” 
appear to be the most popular. “Amua- 
ter” is used by those who are the most 
anxious to show us that they know there 
is the letter “u” in there somewhere. So 
they move it forward a couple of posi- 
tions to make extra certain that we 
notice it. 

TQz2. What is the mathematical 
expression for Ohm’s Law? 

A: A+B =C 

B. E=I times R 

C. X marks the spot _ 

D.O=H/M 

Do not waste your time momotizing 


such drivel. When in doubt, choose B. — 


Stick with the important issue: Write a 
100-word essay about E’s feelings about 
its totally unfair binding relationship 


/ with land R. 


TQ3. How much electrical power is 
dissipated in a 10-ohm resistor carry- 
ing 1 ampere of current? 

A. | watt 

B. 100 watts 

C. none 

D. 10 watts 

. Have your personal trainer tach 
the numbers while you write an envi- 
ronmental impact statement about the 


' effect of the resistor’s dissipated power 
upon global warming. (Hint: The answer. 


is 10 watts. That’s choice D — the. last 


_one on the list, following C.) 


Q. What are the top ten excuses for 
not complying with our FCC rules for 
our Amateur Radio service? 

R. Here they are: 

10. No one will ever notice. 

9. Those rules do not work in the 
system that I use. 

8. An (unnamed) FCC employee 
told me that what I am doing is OK. 

7. FCC Part 95D (CB) is much easier 
to follow than Part 97. 

6. Those old CW and phone rules 
don’t fit in: well with what I want 


to do. 


5. A lot of Hams are doing it my way 
and no FCC inspectors are knocking 
on their doors. 


4. It is all the fault of the manufac- 


gE wes, 


turer of my rig. 


3. As soon as more Hams do it my 
way, the FCC will change its rules. 

2. Everyone who knows the rules 
says that what I am doing is per- 
fectly legal. 

1. Rules? What rules? Nobody told 
me about'no stinking rules! 


Appreciation 

Thanks. to everyone who submitted 
suggestions for plug-in upgrades for 
the YOWOOO amateur station control 
operator robot kit. One idea would 
enable your robot to think up novel ways 
to encourage more Hams to violate our 
rules. Another would enable your robot 
to write down even sillier questions for 
our dumbed-down examination Techni- 
cian question pool. 
_- The suggested plug-ins, however, 
will probably not undergo develop- 
ment. Market research indicates that 
amazing progress is being made by 
several individuals and organizations 
already engaged in the all-out race to 
achieve these goals. 

Note: Our regular red-clad clueless 
executive columnist, W3BE, will return 
next month with the answers to your 
questions about our FCC rules. Send 


them to; john@johnston.net S 


eo | —AGuide to ~ 


the Magic Fand 


by Ken Neubeck, WB2AMU 


Alabor of love by the author, this 2003 
revision of his earlier books provides 
comprehensive information on Six 
Meter equipment, modes, various forms | 
of propagation, plus a little history of 
the Golden Age of Six Meters, in 
anticipation of increased operating 


‘opportunities as the sunspot activity | 


increases, 128 pp. 


$13. 00 + $2.00 as ($4.00 for non-U.S. ZIP air delivery.) 
CA residents add $1.00 sales tax. 

WorldRadio BOOKS | 

_P.O. Box 189490 * Sacramento, CA 95818 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 
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Variable Capacitors 
RF Power Modules 
Tubes & Sockets 


HV Rectifiers 


cE a 
See : 
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England's Scouting 
100 Radio Award 


bjectives: To help celebrate the 
Centenary of Scouting through 
the medium of radio, to help 


publicise the Centenary, and to provide 


radio amateurs the opportunity of gaining 
another Award. Although not intended for 
profit, any surplus.made will go to support 
Radio Scouting in developing countries. 

The award is offered for contacting 
(or hearing, as an SWL) Scout stations 
during 2007,. the Centenary year of 


Scouting. The Award period will begin 


at 00:00:01 on 01 January 2007 and 
finish at 23:59:59 31 December 2007. 
The Award is available through all 
bands and.all modes, including Echo- 
link and IRLP, within the terms of the 
individual’ s radio licence. The Award 
can be endorsed for any special modes 


or bands (ie, All satellite contacts) all - 


QRP contacts, etc. 
Activity for the Award should be 
focused around the Scout frequencies. 
The Award is offered in five categories: 
1. Bronze Award: For achieving 15 
points by contacting Scout stations.’ 


2. Silver Award: For achieving 50 


points by contacting Scout. stations. 

‘3. Gold Award: For achieving 100 
points by contacting Scout stations 

4. Platinum Award: For achieving 250 


points by contacting Scout stations. 


5. Diamond Award: For achieving 500 
points by contacting Scout stations. 
Awards for the Bronze, Silver and 


TOROID CORES 


Ferrite and iron powder cores. Free 
catalog and RF! Tip Sheet. Our RFI kit gets 
RFI out of TV's, telephones, stereos, etc. 
Model RFI-4 $25.00 
+$8 S&H U.S./canada, Tax in Calif. 
Use MASTERCARD or VISA 


> PALOMAR’ 
BOX. 462222, ESCONDIDO, CA 92046 
TEL: 760-747-3343 FAX: 760-747-3346 
e-mail: info@Palomar-Engineers.com 
www.Palomar-Engineers.com 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


Gold Awards will be paper certificates, 
the Platinum will be a plaque, and the 
Diamond will be a crystal trophy. . 

Point Values: Stations are required 
to contact Scout and Guide stations to 
count for points as follows: 


1. Each ordinary Scout station counts. 


one ‘point. 


Ps Special Event Scout stations count. 


‘2 points... 
3. The. World femnbores Gilwell Park and 
Brownsea Island stations count 5 points, 


a“ 


Your logs should be verified as accu- j 


rate by two other local radio amateurs. 


Normal log information is required: 


with the following additional informa- 


tion: Name, Scout details and age of the. 


operator of the station you contact. Your 


age should also be submitted when apply- 
-ing for Award. Female operators send 


‘YL’ as their age! You can claim points 
for contacting Scout stations regardless of 
the call sign you are operating from. So if 
you are operating a club station, then the 
points still count for your total. Only the 


person operating can claim the points for. 


that contact, not everyone within earshot! 


_ Cost: Bronze , Silver and Gold awards 
will be £3.50 (GBP) posted to anywhere 


in the world. Platinum Awards will be 
£15.00 (GBP) posted to anywhere i in the 
world. If you manage to qualify for the 
Diamond award, please apply for price. 


Send logbook extract and proper fee to: 


Radio Scouting Award, 50 Laurel Close, 


North Warnborough, Hook, Hampshire | 


RG29 1BH , United Kingdom. 

A log spreadsheet and other infor- 
mation may. be downloaded from the 
internet: www.scouting!O0award.org; 


e-mail: info @scoutingl100award.org® 


/CW TOUCH PADDLES 


|NO MOVING PARTS -NO ADJUSTMENTS. 

100% RELIABLE PADDLE PERFORMANCE 

SELF CALIBRATING PADDLES 
1000's already sold 


KITS STARTING AT $20.00 usp ~ 


WWW.TOUCHPADDLES.COM 
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: | DX WORLD @) 


ecently while trying to bust a 

pileup for one of the major DXpe- 

itions, something occurred to me 

that I hadn’t noticed before. Regardless of 
who the DX station was asking for, stations 
kept calling and calling. For instance, the 
DX station would ask for K6? and you 
would hear every combination of calls 
answering except a K6! There was even 


one instance of a station calling over and’ 


over again right in the middle of QSOs. It 
didn’t seem to matter that the DX was not 
asking for this station, he would just keep 
dumping his call in regardless of what was 
going on. 

I stopped for a minute and thousht 
about this. When did this become accept- 
able behavior? I have been licensed for 
nearly 25 years, which by some accounts 
isn’t very long, but by others I would be 
considered an “old timer.” I don’t recall 
things ever being this bad. When did we 
start believing that if you keep calling, the 
DX station will answer you even if he’s not 
asking for you? 

I know from personal experience 
that this behavior is nothing new. In my 
mini-DXpeditions to the Caribbean, I 
have witnessed the incessant calling first 
hand. However, I didn’t realize things 
had sunk to a level that I recently heard. I 
suppose it might be possible to equate the 
level of poor behavior to the “rareness” 
of a DXpedition — but it by no means 
should be acceptable. Think about this: 
You are standing in line at the DMV, you 
have number 72 and they call number 58. 
Would you just jump to the front of the line 
and expect to get served? Or perhaps you 
are waiting for a table at a restaurant and 
the hostess calls “Shoemaker, party of 4,” 
would every Smith, Jones and Brown par- 
ties come running to the front expecting to 
get seated? Of course not! So why then has 
it become acceptable for every station to 
call regardless of who the DX asks for? 


The Italians have always had a bad © 


rap in this arena but I think, based on 
what I’ve heard recently, the U.S. ops 
may have inherited this “title.” It was 
also quite interesting that during the 
same morning I was witnessing this 
poor behavior another DX station was 


Who's the K6? 


Kelly Jones, NOVD 


running JAs. The DX would ask for JR1? 
and the only station that would reply was 
a JR1xxx. Nobody else would call. It was 
quite a pleasure to listen to the etiquette 
and consideration displayed by the JA 
ops. By contrast, the DX working the 


|. JAs had a much better QSO rate than the 


Quality 

Versatility 

Convenience 

Fase of Assembly 

Ease of Operation 

Good Customer Support 
Unparalleled Performance 


_ even create and save your own antennas! 


_| choose from. Check us 
out on the web or call 
for further information. 
We look forward to 
serving your ham radio 
antenna needs. 


Bigik Mik Ul 
(6m - 80m - With Coll) 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


SteppIR’s goal is to provide you with: 


Tel: 425-391-1999 


earlier pileup. And if you think about it, 
this makes perfect sense. If a DX sta- 
tion has to ask for K6 three or four times 
before he gets the full call because of 
QRM and incessant calling, that’s three 
or four other stations he didn’t work. 
That’s three or four opportunities that 


(Patent # 6,677,914) 


40m - 36m Dipole Loop 


How It Works 


| To do this we have developed the worlds only family of antennas that adjust each element to the opti- 
mum length. This essentially provides you with a mono-band antenna on all frequencies within the 
coverage range of each model, Combine this with an almost instant 180 degree directional reversal 
(yagis only) at the touch of a button and you are equipped to deal with most any situation. You can 


_| Our family of antennas consists of two verticals and five yagis along with a variety of options to 


3 Element (6m-40m) 
(With Dipole Adder Kit) 


SteppiR Antennas 


23831 $.E. Tiger MT. RD. - issaquah, WA 98027 
Fax: 425-391-8377 Toll Free: 866.783.7747 


www,steppircom 02/06/07 


WorldRadio, April 2007 23 


ance usable frequency from West 
Coast, Central U.S. and East Coast (courtesy 
of Engineering Systems Inc., Box 1934, Middleburg, 


average maximum usable frequencies (MUF) in MHz 

for contacting five major areas of the world centered 

on Africa— Kenya/Nairobi, Asia—Japan/Tokyo, 

| Oceania — Australia/Melbourne, Europe—Germany/ 
Frankfurt, and South America—Brazil/Rio de Janeiro. 
Smoothed sunspot number = 11, Chance of contact as 

determined by path loss is indicated as bold *MUF 
for good, plain MUF for fair, and in (parentheses ) for 
poor, UTC in hours. 


4 "15 *18 729. 44 19. 
6. (14) *16 927d) *16 
8 (12) IS F222 (10) -*14 


DX Prediction - - April 2007 


VA 20118), Fhe numbers listed in each section are the © 


CENTRAL US.A. | 
UTC AFRI_ ASIA OCEA EURO AM. 
10 (15) 
12 20- 
14 3 
16 25 
18 #25 
20 #23 
2. 
wm 6 
2 5 
4 : eS 
6 13 
WEST COAST 
: ; SO | : _ 
UTC AFRI ASIA OCEA EURO AM UTC AFRI. A! 
10 (11) *11 *18 (9) #15. 7 45 
5. (17) 10 16 18 8) 9. a 
Lid 2h 3 *13 18 21. 11 #24. 
6. 2 G4 1g *25 13. #28 
18 *25, 15 (3) = 17 8s 15 #29 
20 #23 "9 #3 6 580 17 *28 
22 19 21 28 (13) 729 | i965 
24 “a *2] 30 =(9) = ¥27 31. 
2. *15 *20 *30 12 3 #$& 4B 
i As 
3 *13 i 2 19 
o 8% © F=f 8 Os 


could have heen you! 

This incessant calling not only reduces 
the number of stations being worked, but 
it also can frustrate the DX operator. As I 
mentioned, I have experienced this behav- 
ior first-hand. When it gets to the point 
where it seems the pileup isn’t listening to 
what I’m asking, I have had the good for- 
tune of being able to either QSY to another 


‘band, or in some cases, simply turn the rig 


off and go to the beach. Obviously the big 
DXpeditions aren’t afforded this luxury 
so this behavior can wear their patience 
pretty thin. 

A few years ago Alan Cheshire, VK6CQ, 
was stationed on Macquarie Island operat- 


! i] 
| | 
i 1 
' For Hams and Families onboard | ' 
' “National Geographic Endeavour”— — ' 
| “Sea Bird, Sea Lion” and others. Cruise 
' & explore remote locations with your 
' family and be the DX. Fun, excitement, ! 
adventure — with great memories for all. 
i] @nge i i] 
| Casual DXpedition | 
' Details - Www.casualdx.com 
| Email K9PET@arrl-net 
i 1 

1 


Marc K9PET, 1525 NW 195" St. #18 
Shoreline, WA 98177 206-546-8952 
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ing as VKO@MM. As VK@/Mis semi-rare, 
the pileups were quite large. Alan would 


tell the pileups that if x number of people 


called out of turn, he would simply turn 
the radio off. At first trying to work him 
was extremely difficult because so many 
stations would ignore his requests. Hence, 
he would operate for literally three min- 
utes, get fed up with the unruly pileup, 
then leave because of the poor behavior. 
Because of his “antics,” he quickly became 
known as “The Penguinator.” However, it 
was amazing to see how well behaved the 


Awesome Audio Demonstration! 
WWW.W2ityY.comM 


“VKOMM _ 


_ Macquarie Island — 


VKOMM “The Penguinator QSL 
Card. 


pileups became over the course of the 
next few months. Not only was he able — 
to work many more stations effectively, 
it also showed that you don’t have to call 
incessantly to get in the log. 

So please, the next time you jump into 
a pileup, give your call once or twice then 
LISTEN. If the DX hasn’t responded to 
anybody, drop your call in again — but - 
only once. Then LISTEN again. And if 
your call is nowhere near what the DX is 
asking for, then don’t call! Simply calling 
over and over again isn’t going to get you 
in the log any quicker. In fact, it’s almost 
guaranteed to take longer. And as silly 


Your Transmit Audio Is Outstanding! 


The W2IHY 8 Band Audio Equalizer And Noise Gate brings 
sional audio processing technology to your shack... affordably! 


8 Band Audio Equalizer And Noise Gate provides three powerful audio- 
fement tools for your microphones and radios, Fine-tune your microphone with 
s of Equalization. Customize your audio for that rich, full broadcast sound or 
rating, pileup busting contest and dx audio. Change from one audio “personality” 
nother instantly with smooth-action slide pots. The highly effective Noise Gate 
ites background noises picked up by your Crop HOHE Increases signal clarity 


and Radio matching capabilities let you interface practically 


microphone with any radio! Comprehensive impedance matching and signal 
controls for input and output, 8-pin, XLR and RCA microphone jacks. 
dphone monitor. Extensive RFI protection. 


HY 8 Band Audio Equalizer And Noise Gate $249.99 (Kit $204.99) 
rophone Cable (specify radio make & model) $20.00 


19 Vanessa Lane « Staatsburg, NY 
E-mail: Julius@W2iHY.CO 
WWW._W2InhY.cOM 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


‘ Dual Band Audio Equalizer And Noise Gate lint 99 (Kit $109.99) 
$11.00 Three year parts fae y 


i 


So 


ANAHEIM, CA 
(Near Disneyland) 

933 N. Euclid St., 92801 
(at 4) 533-7373 

800) 854-6046 
Janet, KL7MF, a4 
anaheim@hamratio.com 


BURBANK, CA 
1525 W. Magnolia Blvd, 91506 
(818) 842-1786 
(800) 854-6046 
Eric, KA6IHT, Mgr. ~ 
Magnolia between 
S. Victory & Buena Vista 
© burbank@hamradio.com 


OAKLAND, CA 
© 2210 Livingston St., 94606 
& (510) 534-5757 | 
| (800) 854-6046 
© Mark, WI7YN, Mar. 
«1-880 at 23rd Ave. ramp 
a oakland@hamradio.com 


_ SAN DIEGO, CA 
5375 Kearny Villa Rd., 92123 
(800 560-4900 
800) 854-6046 
Tom, KM6K, Mgr. 
Hwy. 163 & Claremont Mesa 


12 STORE BUYING POWER 


(GTOKYO HY-POWER 


IC-R20 Wide Band Receiver 


diego@h dio. 
* Wide RX .150-3304 mHz* — 
+ SSB, CW, AM, FM, WEM SUNNYVALE, CA 
c Sib alata wearer MA-40 510 Lawrence Exp. #102, 94085 
*VSC «100 ch/sec scanning 40' Tubular Tower {00 nas 
i ul ower ) 854-6046 
Call For Latest _ Howard, W6HOC, Mgr. 
Pricina! | 48 So. from Hwy. 101 
ricing: sunnyvale@hamradio.com 
“ 
; NEW CASTLE, DE 
44 (Near Philadelphia) 
: MA-S50 0 1509 N. Dupont Hwy., 19720 
Now with 12m IC-R5 wide Band Receiver 5" Tubular Tower (30 322-7092 
and 10m built-in! * Wide RX .150-3309 mHz* Handles 10 sq.ft __ (800) 644-4476 
cone ¢ 1200 memories ee a hbor: RT w/a nl 80 1-295 
us 3 | ‘ »y rie os 
poe ECC sues! sel gaal ic labels with ee i newcastle@hamradio.com 
HL-1.5KFX uaAM ean WERE streamlined look PORTLAND, OR 
* Fully Solid-state 1. KW HF 650W 6m Call For Latest __ 11705 SW, Pactc Hwy. 
* Built-in Power supply (110 or 220v) Pricing! : 7 97293 
¢ 2 Ant ports selectable | (503) 598-0555 
* auto band switched w/ most : i 854-6046. 
ICOM/Kenwood/Yaesu tcevrs IG-R3 Wide Band Receiver Pe bore Mot 
CALL for alco SPECIAL! !!t000uiiy * 500 kHz - 2.45 GHz* Tigard-99W exit 
¢ 450 Alphanumeric Memories from Hwy. 9 & 217 
° CTCSS w/Tone Scan portland@hamradio.com 
¢ 4 Level Attenuator . E 
* Telescoping Antenna TX-455 DENVER, co 
w/BNC Connector ee, 8400 E. lliff Ave. #9,,80231 
© Lithium lon Battery 99: Freestanding : (303) 745-7373 
+ 2” Color TFT Display Crank-Up (800) 444-9476 
* Audio/Video Output Handles 18 sq. ft. | John, NSEHP, Mar. 
¢ Four Way Action Joystick eis @50 set denver@hamradio.com 
¢ PC Programmable w/Optional 0 guying require 
Cable & Software Extra-strength const. PHOENIX, AZ 


Can add raising and 
motor drive acces. 


“cell bands blocked 1939 W. Dunlap Ave.; 85021 


S77 

SZ 

<I 
*816-901.995 MHz blocked; unblocked versions: mm (800) 444-9476 
available to FCC approved users. FM video range Towers Rated ISA fe N7GJ.M 
for the IC-R3 is 900-1300 MHz & 2250-2450 MHz : to EIA Specifications SA ‘ ' ae he ; 

ough Shown with Other Models [Se ni radio.co 
4 é hoenix@hamradio.com 
KAM XL Optional at Great Prices! SA 2 - 


Rotor Base 


ATLANTA, GA 

6071 Buford Hwy. 30340 
= (300 263-0700 

800) 444-7927 | 

Mark, KJ4VO, Mar. 

Doraville, 1 mi. no. of 1-285 

atlanta@hamradio.com 


WOODBRIDGE, VA 
(Near Washington D.C.) 
14803 Build America Dr. 22191 
© (703) 643-1063 : 
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| Steve, W4SHG, Mar. 
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as it may sound, if you can’t hear the DX 
then*you can’t work them. Just because 
he’s been spotted on the DX clusters isn’t a 
green light to start calling incessantly. 


VU7 


Now that both VU7 operations are 


over, I hope you had a chance to work 
them at least once. It was quite interest- 
ing watching the cluster and seeing all of 
the East Coast stations spotting the VU7s 
with comments like “easy,” or “worked 
QRP” or my favorite “worked with no 
antenna connected.” I was on VP5 during 
the December operation and will admit 
that putting them in the log from that loca- 
tion was relatively easy. However, trying 
to work them from my home QTH proved 


to be a challenge. As this was an all time © 


new one for me personally, I diligently 
listened whenever I had a chance. About 
the only openings from this location was 
early morning long path on the low bands 
and extremely short (about 30 minutes) 
openings on 20. The online logs and 
website have been updated and can be 
found at http://www.vu7.in/ 


DXCC Honor 

Roll Deadline 
The deadline for inclusion in the 2007 
DXCC Honor Roll listing is 31 March. 
Submissions must be postmarked by that 
date. The Honor Roll list will appear in 
August OST. There are 337 current enti- 
ties on the DXCC List, and you must be at 
337 to qualify for Top of the Honor Roll 
or within the numerical top 10 to qualify 


for Honor Roll. The current minimum 
number for Honor Roll is 328. (Deleted 


OWN THE ANTENNA USED 
MT EVEREST 


You'll Find Elk Antennas at : 
HRO, AES, HamPros & Jun’s 


www.ElkAntennas.com 


entities do not count toward Honor Roll). 
“Top of Honor Roll” and “Honor Roll” 
plaques and lapel pins are available to all 
past and current Honor Roll members. 
Visit The ARRL DX Century Club Pro- 


gram web page www.arrl.org/awards/ 


dxcc for information on how to order. 


Wayne Mills, N7NG, 
leaves ARRL 
As you may have heard, noted DXer 
Wayne Mills, N7NG, has announced his 
departure from the ARRL effective 16 
January 2007. He’s been ARRL Member- 
ship Services Manager since 2000. “We 
appreciate Wayne’s dedication and effort 
on behalf of ARRL since his arrival six 


‘and a half years ago,” said ARRL Chief 


Operating Officer Harold Kramer, WJ1B, 
“and we wish him success in his future 
endeavors.” ARRL Chief Executive Offi- 
cer David Sumner, K1ZZ, commented, 
“IT am grateful to Wayne for coming to 
Newington and applying his encyclopedic 
knowledge of DXing and the DXCC pro- 
gram for the betterment of the ARRL.” 
During his tenure at HQ, Mills oversaw 
the design and implementation of Lég- 
book of the World. Licensed since. 1953, 
Mills previously served as the Rocky 
Mountain Division representative to the 
ARRL DX Advisory Committee, which 
he chaired from 1997 until 2000. He was 
inducted. into the CQ DX Hall of Fame 
in 1999. Mills is best known for his vari- 
ous DXpeditions, and he’s the author of 
“DXpeditioning Basics.” Mills expressed 
his appreciation to the worldwide Ama- 
teur Radio community for its support. 
“In particular, I offer special thanks our 
volunteers — advisory committee mem- 
bers, log checkers and advisors,” he said. 


Peter W 


for the HEAVY DUTY HAM_ 


Hipersil plate and filament transformers, 
high voltage rectifiers, vacuum variables 
DC filter chokes & capacitors, roller inductors. 
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Catalog available from our website 
www.pwdahl.com *  pwdco @ pwdahl. com 


915 751-2300 - fax: 915 751-0768 - 5869 Weiyerdss - El Paso TX 79924 


Mills plans to return to Jackson Hole, 
Wyoming, but did not rule out “another 
DXpedition or two” in the future. 

Wayne will certainly be missed by all 
of us in the DX Community. I’d like to 
wish him the best in his new endeavors 
and hope to.catch him on the air during 


‘an upcoming DXpedition. 


JT1CO on LoTW 
Speaking of LoT'W, it seems that 
Chak, JT1CO, now has some of his logs 
uploaded to Logbook of the World. This 
is great news for those having problems 
with return QSLs from Mongolia. From 
early reports, confirmations on Lo[TW 
are only going back a year or so, but word 
has it that Chak will be uploading back- 
logs as well as previous contest logs. 


OSL Cards Coming Out 


There are reports of recent DXpedition 
QSL cards showing up in mailboxes. A — 
few that I’ve seen beginning to make 
appearances include ZL8R, Y XOLIX, 
SA7A, VK9CGG, VU7LD, E51PDX 
and E51YAQ. Keep checking those 
mailboxes and let me know what’s new 
in your collection. 

— That’s it for this month’s column. I 
look forward to hearing your comments, 
complaints or whatever is on your 
mind. If you have any DX information 
you would like announced, please send 
the information at least two months 
in advance to nOvd@dxcentral.com. 
Until next time, see you in pileups (and 
hopefully not calling — -))! 
—NOVD & 


26 WorldRadio, April 2007 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


CALL MANAGER 
3D2HC. ~=—r DLSHCU 
3D2RN° WB6JZY 
3W3W ~—s OK DOT 
‘3Y9SDA._LAQSDA — 
4K60F ~ UA3KDX 
4L6AM 4Z5CU 
401A YUIEXY 
403M ~ OH2PM 


5B/K3UY RA3AUU 


5B4AGM:  W3HNK 
5R8FL ‘G3SWH. 
5R8GZ G3SWH 
5R8HG DK2WV 
*5XIGS = WB2YQH 
5Z4KI YO9AFH 
6H1AY XELAY 
6HIBY XEIBY 
6HICT XEICT 
6H1IGZU XEIGZU 
6H1J ° XElJ 
6H1L % WA3HUP 
6HISDK  XEISDK 
6HITD  ~XEITD 
6HIXR XEIXR 
6HIZVO. EAS5SKB 
6I2EX XE2EX 
6Y1V OH3RB 
7Q7MT NU5O 
7Z1HL DJ9ZB 
7Z1UG. DG1XG 
8P2K KU9IC 
8Q7AK. ~*~ G7COD 
8Q7NC F6BGC 
9A6OK 9A7TK 
9G5SW ~ DC8XL. 
9J2SZ SP8DIP 
9M2MRS. PA@RRS 
9V1YC NS5ID 
A45WD —-_-YO9HP 
C4M © W3HNK | 
C56NN. - M3UNN . 
C6AWS W6SI 
CN2A DK4VW 
CALL MANAGER - 
CN2FB . DK4VW 
CN2FF DK4V W 
CN2FW. DK4VW 
CO3LF 


IZ8EBI 


DK4VW. 


-WD8CRT 


QSL MANAGERS @ 


CALL. MANAGER 


i BP-83h __ ni-ca battery 
)} BP-83xh ni-mubattery 7.2V. 2100mAh 


5 d For \COM IC-2AT, 02AT, 2GAT, etc & Radio Shack HTX-202/ 40. B 
; BP-8h swni-ca-foricom 8.4Vv. 1400mAh $35.85 5 
: BP-202h nimu-radiosn.7.2V 1800mAh 232.85 3 


CALL MANAGER CALL MANAGER 

 CO3VK IZ8EBI MJ@AWR VP2MHF NEIRD 

»~ CQWODK CT2GZE | K2WR (a) VP2MRD NEIRD 
CU2A OH2BH MJ@GAWR ‘| VP2MTC  NEIRD 
CX1JJ EASKB GJ3DVC (b) VP2MVG = NEIRD 
EI7S5IRTS EI6HB OHOZ WOMM VP2MVO_  NEIRD 
EK3GM IK2QPR OM7M OM3PA VP8/LZ1UQ LZ1UQ 
EK6LP  IK2DUW OM8A OM2VL VP9I NIHRA 
EK6YL SP9ERV ON6@EKO ON4EKO WH2D K3U0C 
ER@FEO  UU@JM OPST ONSUM XR7C_ + CE6AMN 
ES5Q ESSRY ° P33W RA3AUU XT2CG HB9ADJ 
EX2M W3HNK PJ2T ‘N9AG XU7ADI. SMSGMZ .; 
EY8/UN7FZ UN7FZ PJSNA KINA XU7DXX MSAAV 
EY8MM KIBV RIFIM RX3MM XUTXRO .MSAAV 
FK8AH © W3HNK sj. RIFJT UA4RC XV2LC VK6LC 
FMIHN ' K3PD RK80X RAIXX YBOECT K3AIR 
GD3NKC.  G3NKC SC5L SMS5XSH YI9CC/S. OKIDOT 
GJ2A K2WR (a) SU9HP SC6A .| YI9SM K5CW 
GJ2A-. GJ3DYC (b) T3@HC DL9HCU YT3B , UA3AB 
HZIAN DJ9ZB - | .T32MO OM2SA Z225E K3PD 
HZIGW GWORHC T8@J JR6XIX ZD8RH G4DBW 
II@BH. IKOIZW T88ME TNIRTO ZF2BJ K@BJ 
J20MM I2YSB | T88YK JNIWTK ZL6QH ZL2AOH 
J2ORR I2YSB T93J OEIEMS ZP6/N3BNA 

(T285A  F5JFU TCSC WAJS . KA2AEV 
KH8/N9YU YTIAD TM7Z -  FSCWU’| ZY5I@@SCOUT * 
KP2ZZ G400C UN3M EA7FTR PYSCA . 
LQ@D LU7DSY V31JP KA9WON (a) U.S. (b) others 
LZ2@@7EU LZIBJ V73NS WD8CRT 
MD4K G3NKC VE@CWL . VEINB 
MJ@ASP F5SHQ VP2MFF NEIRD 
QSL MANAGER ADDRESSES 
9ATK Kresimir Juratovic, P.O. Box 88, HR- 48001 Ripricnies: Croatia 


CE6AMN Carlos Monfesinos, P.O. Box 591, Temuco, Chile 


DLOHCU 


D-21629 Neu-Wulmstrof, Germany 


G7COD 


I2YSB 
LU7DSY 


Buenos Aires, Argentina 


MSAAV 


BB9 O0JQ, England 


NEIRD 
OK1DOT 
OM2SA 
SMS5XSH 
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The SignMan of Baton Rouge: 
rick@thesignman.com 
P.O. Box 84107 
. Baton Rouge, LA 70884-4107 


S$1V9340 - SSHD.1LVd 


- COLOR BADGES, DESKSTANDS, KEYCHAINS, MUGS 


Specializing in SKYWARN, EM, 
RACES, ARRL, ARES & CD Items 


Ulrich Mueller, Kreutzacker 13, D-35041 Marburg, Germany | 
Udo Moeller, Wennerstorfer Strasse 1, » 


Andrew Kitchen, Cottage 4, Newton Hall Farm, Bank Newton, 
Skipton, North Yorkshire, BD23 3NT, England, UK 
Silvano Borsa, Viale Capettini 1, 27036 Mortara - PV, Italy 
Carlos Almiron, P.O. Box 709, 8000 Bahia Blanca, * 


Graham Ridgeway, 6 Pilgrim Street, Nelson, Lancs, 


-B. Scott Andersen, 614 Old Stone Brook, Acton, MA 01718, USA 
Petr Gustab, P.O Box 52, Cesky Brod 282 01, Czech Republic 
Juraj Sipos, 93013 Trhova Hradska 550, Slovakia 
Martin Bjorkman, Hogasvagen 209, 741 41 Knivsta, Sweden 
Neil Schwanitz, Box ae APO, AP 96557, USA 


LEDs, Switches, Terminals Strips, Relays, 

Power Cords, Transformers, Tools, Fans, 

- Crimp Terminals, Connectors, Heat Sinks, 

Wall. Transformers, & 1000s of Electronic 
Parts. Discount Prices. Fast Shipping! 

www.allelectronics.com 


Free 96 page catalog 1-800-826-5432 
14928 Oxnard St. Van Nuys, CA 91411: 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


' CNB-151 ni-mn battery 7-2V" ' 1800mAh 
: CBP-888 8-cel! AA Batte 


www.batieriesamerica.com | 


y For ICOM IJC- T90, T90A; IC-91A, 91AD (0-sTar), etc: 4 
: BP-217 swti-ion battery 7.4Y¥. 1400mAh 442.95 \ 
H EMS-21 7 Desktop Rapid Charger for BP-217 q 
: For \COM IC-V8, V82, U82, F3,4GS/GT, F30,40GS/GT etc: E 
§ BP-210N swe nimnbat. 7.2vV 2000mAh : 
5 CBE-210N Battery Eliminator (12v mobiteusey $24.95 | 
| For ICOM IC-P7, IC-P7A (New compact dual band HT): : 
é BP-243 iswiionnat. 3.7V 1800mAh $28.35 | 
E For \COM IC-T8A, IC- T8A-HP, IC-T81A, IC-A23, IC-A5: | 
: BP-200XL swnimuivat.9.6v 1450mAh $59.95 i 
+ BP-197h 6-cell AA Battery case : 
4 For |COM.IC-W32A, T7A, T7H, Z1A, T22A, T42A, W31A : E 
BP-173x swni-mubatey9.6V 1450mAh $55.25 : 
' BP-170L &-ceii AA Battery case 
E For ICOM IC-W21A, V21AT, 2GXAT (157x = Black; 131h=Grey) 4 


$49.95 | 
$39.95 | 


$29.95 | 


$26.95 


BP-157x/BP-131h 7.2v 1800mAh $28.95 | 


For ICOM IC-2SAT, IC-W2A, 24AT, 2SRA, 3SAT, 4SRA, Rt etc: 
7.2v 1100mAh $29.95 | 
$39.95 | 


IC-8 &-cell AA battery case wi charge sack) 324.95 


: FNB-25x NiMH battery f. Be 
FBA-12_ &-cell AA Battery Case 


For KENWOOD TH. F6A, TH-F7_ Tri- Band HTs: 

PB-42L Liston patey  7.4v, 1800mAh G42 SS 
PB-42XL 1:10 batey 7.4V. 3600mAh $59.95 | 
EMS-42K besktop Rapid Charger for PB-42ux. $49.95 : 
For KENWOOD TH-G71/K,. TH-D7A/G (eB -39 comes w/ Belt Clip) = 
PB-39h swni-mHpa. 9.6v 1450mAh $54.95 | 
BT-11h 6-cell AA Battery Case $24.95 | 
For KENWOOD TH-79A/AKSS, TH- 42A, TH-22A etc : : 


| PB-34xh sw wan sarery 9.6V_1200mMAn $39.95 | 
F For KENWOOD TH-78/A, 48/A, 28/A, 27/A etc : : 
| BT-8 §-cell AA Battery Case 
; PB-13xX shornimuba. 7-2V 1500mAh $34.95 : 
| For KENWOOD TH-77A, 75, 55, 46, 45, 26,25 etc : : 
: PB-6x Long Life Ni-MH battery .2V 1 600mAh $34.85 
| For KENWOOD TH-205/A, 215/A, 225, 315 etc : E 

‘ ‘ PB-2 high capacity Ni-Cd batt! 
For KENWOOD TR-2500, 2600 : (Wall charger: $ 12.95 ea) 
PB-25 High Capacity Ni-Cd batt: 8.4v 800mAh $29.95 


$14.95 | 


8.4v 800mAh $29.95 | 


Ni-MH b: mY 2 
For ADI AT-600 & REALISTIC HTX-204 (for 5-Watt TX, 


§ ADI-600x sw nimi va. 12.0V 1200mAh $42.95 | 


: For STANDARD C228, C528, C558; ADI-HT-201, 401 etc: ; 
$29.95 | 
Case (5WTx) 328.95 } 


NEW - the ¥/-30¢ Digital C a 
for AA & AAA batteries! ce 
(1) Fast-Smart Charger for 2-4 ro or AAA 
Ni-MH or Ni-Cd cells, w/Auto Shut-off! 5 
(2) Comes with AC power supply AND 12VDC 
power cord for home & mobile operation! 
(3) Provides safe, quick 2 - 3 hour charge! 
(4) Easy-to-read LED charge status indicators. 


SANYO AA Ni-MH 2700mAh cells — SALE $3.50 ea. 
‘Mail, E+nail, Phone: of Fax order! Use MC, VISA, DISC; or AMEX 


“BA TTERIES "AMERICA- 8845 S. Greenview #2, Middleton, WI 53562 


Order Tor Free: Ee aeen 
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Ky) EMCOMM AND YOU — SSMSSia0:RGnSEa samira nea arz | 
Carrying Things To The Extreme 


his month, for the first time in the 

several years I have been author- 

ing this column, I find myself in 

the position Krusty Olde Kurt does from 

time to time, having to clarify some mis- 

conceptions conveyed by writers in other 
Ham Radio journals. 

I recently read an Emcomm-related 

- article in which the author re-counted 

the efforts of an Amateur Radio group in 


supporting a community activity. While 


__ the author’s point that familiarity with 
- NIMS/ICS is important was a valid one 

_ and one that I fully support, the story 
at the very least implied that this Ham 
group went to the extreme. The article 
listed no less than a dozen ICS forms 
that this group of amateurs used in the 
course of providing communications 
in the incident. Perhaps that gives the 
group some. bragging rights or makes 
them feel “big league.” However, the 
facts of NIMS/ICS and the intended 
use of that management system dictate 


that an Amateur Radio group, Emcomm | 


or otherwise, should never need to use 
any ICS forms whatsoever. 
Anyone who has read my columns 


over the past several years knows that 


I am a proponent of NIMS/ICS. That 
is because. I am a public safety profes- 
sional in my “day job,” and I know the 


importance of NIMS/ICS as well as the - 


mandate that it be used by public safety 
and government in general. There is no 
mandate nor is there a reason for Ama- 
teur Radio operators, or any other group 


of volunteers for that matter, to use any | 


ICS forms whatsoever. ' 
In fairness to the author of the article 
I refer to, one who is respected in the 


THE HF EQUATION FOR SUCCESS 
re 4 
fESOTRON § 


Antennas for 160-6 meters 
” ‘The Unique design gives ft a leading edge. 


Great Performance ¢ Easy Installation 


www.isotronantennas.com | 


Successful 7] 9-687-0650 CC&R 
Since 1980 Bilal Company Friendly 
137 Manchester Dr. * Florissant, CO 80816 
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Jerry Boyd, N7WR 


Emcomm field, I will state that the 
article was vague as to whether ama- 
teurs actually used all of the ICS forms 
referenced. The title of the article, “It’s 
NIMS Time!” certainly implied that 


_ they did. The forms listed as having been 
‘used were: ICS 201 (Incident Briefing 
Form). That form:is specifically for the | 


Incident Commander (IC) to use when 
conducting briefings at the beginning of 
an operational period. An “operational 
period” is generally twelve hours in 
duration. Hams are not ICs. _ 

ICS-202 (Incident Objectives). That 
form is used to document the overall 
objectives for the operational period... 
ALL objectives, not just those pertinent 
to communications. 


ICS 205 (Incident Conn ications uP 
Plan). Amateurs may be asked to provide 


input to the overall communications plan 


but they should not be the ones to com- - 


plete the form. ICS 205 should outline 


the total communications plan not just 


the Amateur Radio portion. 

ICS 203 (Organizational Assignments) 
was also listed. This form is used to list 
all unit leaders. The Communications 


Unit Leader (likely not a Ham) will 
be listed but s/he will not be the one to 
complete this form. ee 
ICS 210 (Resource Status). Amateurs — 
will be a listed resource, but someone 
other than an amateur will prepare the 


- form. 


ICS 211 (Check in list): Used by the 
staging manager at the staging area to 
check in resources (including amateurs) 
as they arrive. 

ICS 214 (Unit Log Form) documents 
actions of a particular unit. The Comm 
Unit (which generally will consist of 
more than just the Amateur Re 
resource) may use this form. : 

ICS 215 (Operations Planning Work- - 
sheet) Completed by the Planning Unit © 
in conjunction with the Operations group 
and generally identifies plans for the 
upcoming operational period. 

ICS 215a (Incident Action Plan Safety 
Analysis) Incorrectly described in the 
article as being used by the IC. In real- _ 
ity itis usually prepared by a member of | 
the IC’s Staff (Safety Officer). 

ICS216 (Radio requirements Work- 
sheet) The article correctly noted that 
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| 
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this form is prepared by the Comm 
Unit Leader who almost never is part of 
the Amateur Radio Emcomm resource. 
ICS221 (Demobilization Check Out 
Form). As amateurs are released from 
the incident they are checked off as 
having been released — by someone 
other than a Ham. 
Those who read the article to which 


| refer will note that I have not yet 


discussed ICS 213 (General Message 
Form) which was mentioned in the 
article. Interestingly enous ICS 213 
was correctly described as “being used 
by all units in the EOC for the written. 
transmission of messages from one 
unit to another: Far too many,amateurs 
_-(ineluding me a few years back until I 
really thought it through) believe ICS 
213 should be the form and format used 
for all message traffic in an emergency 
and should replace the universal radio 
gram. Wrong! ICS 213 is intended as 

n “interoffice memo” not a form and 
format to be used by communicators for 
the documentation and transmission of 


formal messages. ICS 213 as a form is 


far too “open ended”. It does not force 
by design the capturing of nearly enough 
information about: the originator; date/ 
time/location of message origination; 
recipient of the message; or time/date/ 
location and means of service. It does 
not force by design any check on the 
accuracy or. completeness ofthe mes- 
sage sent. In short. ICS 213 is a memo 
form not a message form. And there is a 
difference — a big difference. 
Readers of my article, p.6 in the 
February 2007 issue of WorldRadio 
will not be surprised by my comments 
- this month. To the extent that amateurs 
become “over involved” in NIMS/ICS 
they detract from their ability to provide 
~ critical communications services that no 
other entity can provide during time of 
disaster. Amateurs are resources to be 


used within the'scope of NIMS/ICS. 
They are not, per se, a part of the com- ° 


mand and control structure which is 
NIMS/ICS itself. Because of a lack 
of direction and organization at the 
national level (save for WRRL and its 


ARCT program — refer www.wrrl.org) 


too many SECs, DECs. EC’s and other 
Emcomm “leaders” are left to do their 
own thing. For many, doing their own 


thing has evolved into holding or trying 


to hold positions within the emergency 
management structure that were never 
intended for assignment to volunteers. 

I may sound (read) like a broken record 
but this fascination with the minutia of 
NIMS/ICS is but another indicator that 
the Amateur Radio Emcomm commu- 
nity as a whole, while well intended, has 
strayed from the path leading to its great- 
est contribution to our communities. We 
are communicators of message traffic 
which needs to be passed expediently 
and accurately. We are not, as Hams, 
managers of the overall incident nor 
any portion-of the response to it except 


for Amateur Radio based Emcomm. To’ 


the extent that we take on such additional 
roles we detract from the numbers avail- 
able to do the basic job which needs to 
be done. 

I would not preach so strongly on this 
subject if we were blessed with huge 
numbers of qualified, trained, fit and 
willing Amateur Radio Emcomm vol- 


unteers. Were that the case, some could’ 


be spared to perform other than essential 
communications duties. But you and I 
alike, in our heart of hearts, know that 
is not the case. A very small percent- 


age of the total number of licensed and | 


active amateurs (a big percentage of 
those licensed are not active according 
to surveys) are involved in Emcomm. 
There simply are not enough of us that 
branching out into non-communication 
levels of NIMS/ICS can be justified. If 
you look at the number of entities that 


_ARRL/ARES" has promised support 


to in a major incident and look at the 
number of Hams available to provide 
that support you see an instant disparity. 
Every Ham who takes ‘it upon him/her 
self to work out of the box just to fill out 


‘unnecessary forms is one less available 


to handle message traffic. 

I’m sure many will disagree with my 
position on this subject. So be it. But 
when (not if but when) another Katrina 


‘strikes let’s see how high the Emcomm 


service level is if the dwindling (not 


_increasing) number of available Hams 


keep being siphoned off for (or led to) 
duties “not in their job classification.” 
— The author. welcomes comments, 
questions and suggested topics for future 
columns. Jerry may be contacted via 


_ n/wr@wrrlLorg or exlasd@msn.com 
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Mobile with OnStar 


reports On equipment interaction. 

Mike Adams, N3JW, asked about 
Ham mobile interference with OnStar 
with G.M. vehicles. He received direct 
answers and I received. the following 
letter, which is similar to the ones that 
Mike received. Jim Nelson, WOOQ, 
sent in the following on improvements 
in OnStar. “Les; I have been mobile for 
close to 50 years always with a G.M. 
Product. Yes, I have‘had problems when 
running high power (over 500 watts) in 


[ is always good to receive positive 


my older G.M. vehicles with OnStar. 


At first I would pull the fuse but forget 
about it. Later I would install a toggle 


switch and forget. Then I put in a relay © 


controlled by the transceiver. The last 
few vehicles have not been a problem; 
I think they may have fixed the R.F. 
problem.” Thanks Jim. We always like 
to hear reports like that. 

The photo of the Red Cross vehicle 
at “What is Amateur Radio Day” in 


Sacramento was in my February 2007 © 


column. I placed it at the last minute and 
had little information to share about it. 
Tom McConathy, KC7OZJ, corrected 
my oversight with the following informa- 
tion on the Emergency Communications 
Response Vehicle (ECRY) as it is called: 

“Hi Les, Re your article in WorldRadio. 

I thought you would be interested in Red 
Cross website info on the ECRV. I am 


Wholesale/Retail 
Battery Sales 


NIMH, NICADS, COAK, Antennas, 
Connectors, and more 


Free catalog upon request 
DC ACE, INC. 
1-877-803-5550 
P.O. Box 364, Lincolnshire, IL 60069 
www.dcace.com sales@dcace.com 
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Les Cobb, W6TEE 


a qualified driver of ECRVs. Recently I 
was at a Red Cross training session at 
Austin, Texas, where I met two of the 


Red Cross volunteers that are assigned - 
- to drive the vehicle at Sacramento. 
“TI trained on the vehicle stationed — 


at Spokane, WA. The Red Cross likes 
to use Hams because they are quali- 
fied to operate the amateur equip- 


ment onboard. Secondly, Hams have. 


a very broad knowledge about com- 


munication devices. This is NOT just | 


a radio truck. 

“One of its most important functions 
is to provide connectivity to the Red 
Cross satellite network utilizing the 
VSTAT dish mounted on top of the 
vehicle. The vehicle is a marvelous 
‘contraption.’ I dare say that nowhere 
else will be found such a collection of 
communication gadgets and equip- 


ment. Iam ARES Team Leader for . 


a unit that supports emergency com- 


munication for SW Washington Red. 


Cross Chapter in Vancouver,. Wash- 


- ington. I enjoy reading your column 


in WorldRadio.” 

Tom included some interesting mate- 
rial found at hitp://www.riversidecounty 
.redcross.org, including: “Several needs 
were identified: 

1. Radios and frequencies had to be 
licensed by the FCC and other agencies. 

2. Amateur Radio was to be an sed 


Electrical 


Maximum Power... 50 Watt 
Frequency Rangé........... 118-932 MHz 
IMPOCENGCE........cceseecceeeeee Matched to the Portable 


Specialized Tuning Available 


Mechanical - ‘ 
Coating Material............ A. Dipped in Synthetic Rubber to Seal 
and Webb Coil, Preventing Distortion 
B. 1. PVC Covering 
2. Mil-Spec MPQ-2000, a Solvent 
and Acid Byala Covering. 


A. Holical Wound Hardened Steel Wire, 
Copper Plated for Lower Resistance 


Radiating Element......4...... 


and Higher Velocity 
» B. .125 dia High Carbon Steel, Bias . 
Wound Flexible Shaft Core-Plated - 


*SMA’s & etc. 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


THE SMILEY ANTENNA Co. 


THE HAND TUNED PERFORMANCE SYSTEM 
FEATURING PORTABLE RADIO SIMULATION TUNING 


Available from 
136-174 MHz 


www.htantennas.com e 1-800-527-5439 ¢ FAX: 619-579-8598 


_part of the communications package. 


3. The vehicle had to be-self-suf- 


ficient, providing power not only for cs 


internal radios but for an external 110- 
volt supply. It had to have telephone 
communication systems independent 
of local telephone utilities. It had to 
provide local, mid-range and long-dis- - 
tance radio communications nik 

4. The vehicle had to be. able to — 
respond within two-to-four hours of ~ 
activation to areas distant from the 
custodial chapters. Custodial chapters 
had to be chosen with secure facilities — 
capable of supplying power and shelter 
from the weather. 

“The equipment in the ECRV 
includes fourteen radios, three cell” 
phones. (including.one SAT phone), 
a VSAT mobile satellite transceiver, 
a JPS Interoperability Radio Switch - 


capable of tying any of the radios and 


phones together, a weather station, a 
DSS digital television receiver, a VHS 

recorder/player, eleven wireless laptop 

computers, ten IP wireless telephones, 
six portable UHF radios, and a portable ; 
low-band radio. 

“The nine vehicles are ilaced strategi- 

cally around the United States for fast _ 
response in times of need: Falls Church, 
Virginia; Louisville, Kentucky; Atlanta, 

Georgia; Chicago,Ilinois; Kansas City, 


Missouri; Houston, Texas; Spokane, 


“Quality Through 
Technology” 


He g R 
Available from V2 Tri 
440-470 MHz 


Srurnmorarewement 
Available from. 
210-250 MHz 


Bob Hopkins, K7PE’s, truck and trailer with W6AAQ Screwdriver. Antennas 
on RVs typically were long whips using auto-tuners, or trap verticals, with both 


types dropped when traveling. 


Washington; Phoenix, Arizona; and 
Sacramento, California.” Thanks Tom. 

Much to my surprise, there was a 
Red Cross ECRV at the Quartzfest, 
mentioned below, in connection with 
Gordon West, WB6NOA’s emergency 
training sessions. I’m writing this in 
my travel trailer in Parker, Arizona, on 
my way home from the 2007 Quartz- 
fest, which ended three days ago. When I 
finish this, I have to worry about where I 
will be able to send it to the Editor since 
Wi-Fi has not penetrated where we are 
staying tonight. 

I have been other places since the 
Quartzfest with other Ham friends 
and their RVs, but we are now. down 


to two Ham couples plus my Ham ., 


son and me. The Quartzfest was busy 

-as usual, including Gordon’s unique 
40 Meter antenna shootout, with receiv- 
ing stations in the San Francisco Bay 
Area and Denver. 

But there was so much going on with 
conflicting Ham and in-town Quartzsite 
activities that not all Quartzfest activities 
had my full attention. I don’t have the 
final attendance, but I think it was well 
over 150 RVing Hams. I did get to go 


on the 4WD trip, which I have always. 


missed before, despite a long-time inter- 
est in four-wheeling. . 


- spent too much on purchases in town, 


* 


I was at the Ham Yard Sale on'Satur- 
day, which I never miss. I always look | 
at the HF mobile antennas for sale and 
frequently buy some for my “collection.” 
I saw two screwdriver antennas, a High 
Sierra and a regional brand that I don’t 
remember. There were a handful of Hus-. 
tlers, the mainstays of any Ham Swap. 
I also saw several rare Webster single 
band antennas. There was also another 
rare item — a Yaesu ATAS screwdriver. 
I was tempted to buy it just to play with 
it, but someone else apparently thought 
they needed it at that price. I had already 


anyway. Antennas seen there on vehicles 
included Don Johnson, W6AAQ Screw- 
drivers, High Sierra Screwdrivers, vari-- 
ous types of bug-catchers, Hustlers, and 
Hamstick and similar antennas. 

-We, and everyone else, have talked 
about how poor radio conditions are, 
and how great we hope they will be 
soon. One 40-meter morning net for a 
group that I belong to has a 75-meter 
alternate frequency that they often use 
instead. But where do you go from 
75 Meters? 160? 

— Let me hear from you. Send e-mail 
to w6tee@qsl.net or write: Les Cobb, 
4114 Horgan Way, Sacramento CA 
95821. 3) 
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= 
The Good Old Days 


hen I was first licensed over 

thirty years ago, Amateur 

Radio seemed very fraternal. 
It seemed most shared common interests 
and all shared the same difficulties on 
the path to obtaining a license, the most 
significant being the radiotelegraph 
examination, which couldn’t be fudged 
by memorizing questions and answers 
from a pre-published question pool. 
Becoming'a radio amateur was somewhat 
like becoming a Freemason. Only after 
learning the complex “ritual” and passing 
the examinations did one earn the right to 
call himself a Master Mason. 

Like Freemasonry, membership in the 
Amateur Radio fraternity often meant 
instant camaraderie when you encoun- 
tered a fellow operator, even if one was a 
thousand miles from home. New opera- 


MANAGEMENT OF THE 
AMATEUR RADIO 
EMERGENCY 
COMMUNICATIONS 
FUNCTION 


by Jerry Boyd, MS, KW7J 
Chief of Police, Retired 


Jerry Boyd, KW7J, author of two 
previous emergency communications 
books, (both published by WorldRadio) 
and dozens of magazine articles on the 
subject, has authored "Management of 
the Amateur Radio Emergency Com- 
munications Function." This 48-page 
booklet discusses the specific manage- 
ment responsibilities which Emergency 
Coordinators and other EMCOMM 
managers have. It provides very helpful 
information for such managers on how 
to efficiently and effectively accomplish 
those tasks. 

The booklet is available at a cost of 
$8.00 + $1.50 shipping and handling. 
California residents please add $.62 
sales tax. 

Order online with Visa, MasterCard 

or American Express via our web page. Mail 
check or money order to: 


WorldRadioe2120 28th St. 
Sacramento, CA 95818 
916/457-3655 
www.wr6wr.com 
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Jim Wades, K8SIW 


tors who “made the grade” were warmly 
welcomed. Individuals seemed to debate | 


issues with a bit less rancor, radio clubs 
seemed more cohesive, and public ser- 
vice seemed better supported. 

Of course, the past a looks better 
than it was! 


These are the 
good old days! 

While the past “looks” nice from a dis- 
tance, it is important that we put things in 
perspective and accept change. In many 
respects, the Amateur Radio of today is 
a much better place. We are fortunate to 


have a wide variety of modes and capa- 
bilities available for our use. Numerous 


digital modes, FM and D+Star repeaters, 
Echo Link and so forth, have given us 
a virtual smorgasbord of opportunities 
to try new and exciting communications 
technologies. New bands and frequen- 
cies are within reach of far more radio 
amateurs than thirty years ago. 

Radios equipment is better too! A 
modern, solid state transceiver is a 
bargain. In real economic terms, a 
transceiver manufactured today offers a 
far wider range of capabilities at a frac- 
tion of the price of three decades ago, 
when I was first licensed. Equipment 
is smaller; lighter, and more reliable. A 
host of small, portable QRP transceiv- 


MICHIGAN NET PUBLIC SERVICE 
COMMUNICATIONS HANDBOOK 


by James Wades, Professional Emergency Manager 

Regardless of where you live, this handbook is an 
essential tool for anyone engaged in public service or 
disaster communications activities. Partially based on 
the author’s well-known “Telecommunications 
Workshops” presented to emergency management and 
public safety professionals throughout the U.S., this 


.| publication provides a wide variety Cs hands-on 


information, such as: 
° Basic Disaster Telecommunications Theory 


Emergency communications planning & 
resource management 

The fundamentals of emergency management 
Basic radiotelephone and CW net procedures. 
An introduction to digital communications , 


resources 
Traffic handling techniques 
Over 120 pp. of useful information! This is the 
standard training manual for members of the Michi- 
gan Net & the National Radio Emergency Net. 
To order your copy, send $15.00 to: 
Southwest Michigan Specialty Services 
P.O. Box 457 ¢ Allegan, MI 49010 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


ers or FM handhelds can be taken most 

any where. Small equipment can even be 

tossed in a back-pack and carried on a 

two-week wilderness trip without much 
concern for weight! 

The Internet has not only made exe 
ing new, hybrid modes possible, it has 
made it far easier to promote Amateur 
Radio and conduct our organizational 
affairs. When I was first appointed an 


ARRL Emergency Coordinator in the 


1970s, most correspondence had to be 
conducted via U.S. Mail. One could keep 
an old “Royal” manual typewriter pretty 
busy on just volunteer work! Most other 
business was conducted on a weekly 
ARES net or via multiple telephone 
calls (on a rotary phone). Today, one 
can send a newsletter or bulletin out to 
hundreds of ARES nes witha cet 
of a button. 

In short, the ee Radio Seni 
should be celebrating its bounty! Radio 
amateurs, both old and new have access 
to unprecedented technology at a bar- . 
gain-basement cost. Licensing is far — 
easier, examinations are more accessible, 
and one needn’t assemble his own trans- 
mitter and receiver. If one does choose 


‘to build, however, there are plenty of 


first-class kits available on the market 
offering unprecedented performance. 
By almost any measure, these are the 
good old days! 

So, how are we managing this péusty ‘ 
of opportunity? Some feel the need to 
attack the operating interests of others. 
This person hates ECHOLINK. Another 
person feels the need’ to attack traffic 
handling. Yet another forms opinions 
about CW without any real experience | 
using the mode....and on and on it goes! 
Monitor the comments posted to popu- 
lar Internet forums, such as ORZ.com 
and e-ham.net, and one finds the con-: 
tent that often reflects poorly on the 
Amateur Radio Service. As a matter 
of fact, some of it resembles a bunch 
of grammar school children are on 
the playground! 


A Time for Change 
The resolution of the CW testing 
debate has presented Amateur Radio 


with a rare opportunity to make a fresh 


~~ start. The time has come for radio ama- 


teurs to concentrate on what unites us; 
an interest in the art and science of 
radio communications. There is no 
need to attack the operating interests 


of another. There is plenty of room . 
for everyone, particularly if we take a 
positive approach through compromise - 


and accommodation. 

-Let’s start this new era by concentrat- 
ing on what is most beneficial to all. In 

particular, we have an unprecedented 
opportunity to reshape our local and 
national Amateur Radio organizations to 
insure that time and resources are spent 
on public and media relations, member 


recruitment and retention, and making 
Amateur Radio accessible and visible in 


our communities. 

Like the “good old days,” ‘Tet’ S ds 
take a stand for the values that made 
Amateur Radio great. Let’s insist on 
inculcating good operating practices by 
setting a peerless example for new opera- 
tors. Let’s make a clear statement that the 
quality of a radio amateur is determined 
not by the mode he operates, but rather 
by the level of courtesy, decorum, and 
content contained within his communi- 
cations (both on-air and on-line). Let’s 
reach out to the type of individual who 
will most likely contribute to the health 
and viability of Amateur Radio. Let’s 
make a renewed commitment to public 
“service and emergency communica- 
tions. 

Panny, let’s ee no aeeee to those 
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MQ-1 Four-Band Antenna 
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“MQ-26SR Six-Band Antenna 
6,10,12,15,17,20 Meters, Enhanced Refl.. 
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who would divide us. Those who feel 
the need to attack constructive on-air 
activities should be given no voice. Such 
divisive practices hold power only if they 
are acknowledged and evoke response 
(QRZ forum users please note!). We 
must do our best to discourage divisive 
and damaging activity. 

The fact is; all the ingredients ioe an 
Amateur Radio renascence are right 


here in our midst. The only missing, 


ingredient is genuine leadership and a 
willingness to work together to encour- 
age their constructive application. Let’s 
insure that the “good old days” are not 
a thing of the past, Everyone can do 
something, even if it is simply the act of 
getting on the radio and operating ina 
constructive manner. 

73, Jim, K8STW. 

— Jim Wades has changed his callsign 
to K8SIW. You may. contact him via 
postal mail to Jim Wades, P.O. Box 457, 
Allegan, MI. 49010. His e-mail address 
is wb8siw@charter.net a 
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Aim your beam 
-with your watch 


Here’s a special wrist watch 
for special Hams. It dramat- 
ically features the WorldRadio 
logo, the azimuthal equidistant 
(great circle) map. 

The best part about this 
watch is that it is only $25, 
includes shipping. CA res. add. 
$1.94 sales tax. 

You don’t want to wear your 
Piaget on Field Day or your 
Rolex while climbing your 
tower, 

No, this obviously is not a 
Patek-Philippe. It is a $25 
watch, no more, noless. — 

Call it inconspicuous con- 
sumption or even reverse 
snobbery —- like when Frank 

‘Sinatra would drive a Ford 
Mustang. But when the other 
enlightened anti-elitists see 

you also wearing a WorldRadio 
watch, there will be an instant 
bond. 

We accept AmEx, MC, Visa. 

Call: 916/457-3655, or send 

a for $25 (plus $1.94 

sales tax for CA res.) to: 


WorldRadio 
2126 28th St. 
Sacramento, 

CA 95818 
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EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS 


Operating in the Field 


Jerry Wellman, W7SAR 


n theory, operating in the field is 

simple. You just take your stuff to 

the location, sét up, and start com- 
municating. Nothing to it. You might have 
this opinion, unless you've tried it; it’s not 
as easy as it sounds. 

Apart from the “operating” part of 
field operations, the “field” part is what 
gives most of us the heartburn. Sure, you 
could just sit in your car and use the radio 
you’ve cleverly mounted on the dash. And 
that works fine if you are alone. Add two 
or three operators, mix in some rain 
and mud, and extend it to cover a day or 
two (creating cranky operators) and the 
“radio in the car” option doesn’t work 
as well. Reflecting on a number of field 
experiences during the “real deal” there 
is acommon thread that seems to make 
“field” less challenging — and that is how 
well organized the station is. 

Field operations are challenging at best, 
not to mention the need for quick reloca- 
tion when the rain or snow hits the picnic 
table or the wind shifts and the outhouse 
is now downwind. It just makes sense that 


you need to have gear “field ready” and 


not just gathered and assembled. Wind 
happens. Rain happens. Little kids pull- 
ing on wires happens. So plan on it and 
prepare for it. 

Some time ago I stumbled pons some 
radios no longer made, but often found 


in garage sales, swap meets and online. 


They’re often at bargain prices, I just 
obtained one for $7 plus shipping. They’re 
the Fujitsu Ten radios and I wrote about 
them some months ago. The Citadel line 
(99 channel model) is a good‘and sturdy 


HANG YOUR NEXT WIRE ANTENNA 
THE EZ HANG WAY 


Everything you need; the original EZ Hang, the EZ 
Winder, a spare set of bands & 7 extra weights: $99.95 
plus $9.05 (US) S/H. 
EZ Hang, Code W ® 2217 Princess Anne St., Ste. 105-6 
Fredericksburg VA 22401 * www.ezhang.com * 540-286-0176 
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- field radio. The Citadel model can also be 


_anice field VHF/UHF station. 


' via arear accessory connector and you can 


radio, was computer programmable and ° 
used a modular microphone connector. 
They’re also no longer made and you can 
find little or no technical support, so you’re 
on your own for repair and tuning. Luckily, 
they are pretty easy to repair if needed. — 
Having a VHF and UHF 30-watt pair of 
radios in a convenient interconnected easy- 
to-carry case makes an ideal field radio. 
The downside of the Fujitsu goodie is that | 
the interconnect box isn’t something you 
~ just order from a catalog. I’ve been shop- 
ping around for years and have only found - 
two, and they’re the only two I’ve seen. If 


Fujitsu radios with a mobile 
interconnect box. 


programmed for Amateur Radio frequen- 
cies. But here’s a twist I had not expected! 
Fujitsu made a mobile interconnect box 
that allows you to connect two radios into 


It makes a GREAT tactical station. | 
The two radios are stacked together and 
the case has a nice handle for ease of 
transport. Both radios are then connected 


operate with a single microphone and key 
either radio or both for a simulcast opera- 
tion. You can also press a button and the 
unit becomes a cross-band repeater. 

This model of the Fujitsu was ahead of 
its time. It was one of the first radios that 
put the speaker jack on the front side of the 


The tactical radio : carriers stack, 
easily creating a “tower”’ of radios for 
field operation. 


ATV at the EOC 


Lets incident commanders 
_actually see what is going on 
and better allocate resources. 


Shouldn’t your ARES or RACES group 
add.real time full motion color video 


to your communications capabilities? 
Check out the Public Service ATV 
Application notes, How to See Your First 
Picture, Products, Prices and more on our 
web site: WWW.HAMTV.COM 


CALL (626) 447-4565 m-th 8AM -5:30 PM PST.___ Email: Tom6org @ hamtv.com 
P. C. ELECTRONICS Since 1965 ss Web: www.hamtv.com 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


you find one, buy it. I know there are lots 
of them out there gathering dust! 

As asolution for the easy-to-carry field 
_ station I’ve gone to the extreme of attach- 
ing handles to radios,,mounting radios 
atop power supplies and putting handles 
on the supply or putting the whole station 
into a backpack. Some of my experiments 
have worked, others have been complete 
failures. My usual dilemma is needing a 


different radio than the one attached to ° 


the easy-to-carry handle. Or, I break the 
field radio and then have to drill holes or 
somehow find a box or case for another 
radio. An e-mail last month provided a 
pretty slick answer. * 
Please check out www.tac-comm.com 


for their tactical radio carrier. I was’ 


impressed, so I bought two. to try. I’ve 
not yet used it for an actual event, but I 
did experiment with them outside and 
with various radios to see how they 
might function. I was encouraged by 
the fact that the designer (Larry Driskill, 
_KE7AU) has extensive experience in the 
field for all kinds of events and in all 
kinds of terrain and weather. 

My first concern, and I voiced this to 
_ Larry, was the cost. The carrier will set 
you back about $60. You cannot tell from 
the photos how well they are engineered 
and constructed. They’re very sturdy and 
VERY well made. I can see where they 
would take field abuse and survive. After 
_my two arrived, I tried them with all kinds 
of radios and configurations. Larry has 
many pictures on the Tac-Comm Web 
site and they gave me many ideas. Each 


carrier has adjustable sides so you can put _ 


a radio and power supply, or a radio and 
TNC or two radios into one carrier. 

- also ordered the nylon straps so I could 
try quickly changing radios — thinking I 
might want various combinations or mixes 
of equipment. I wasn’t as impressed with 


the nylon strips, but they were adequate. 


I did try a quick mount using some giant 
cable ties and that was a good solution. 
I’ve ordered some Velcro straps and am 
going to test those as well. 


But then I revisited the cost. Is $60: 


too much? I was thinking that the 
screw-on handles I had been using 
cost me about $12 each, so deducting 
the no-longer-needed handle cost, the 
tactical carrier cost was down to $48. 
And only needed one for many radios. 
No need to buy (and install) multiple 


-handles. The cost wasn’t excessive. 


Now for the nice things. The carriers 
stack, so two or more can easily make 
up a “tower” of field radios. Each carrier 
has a tilt-bail so you can elevate the front 
for ease of operation. Each carrier has 


LOTS of holes so speakers are not cov- . 


ered and you can easily cable-tie power 
cords and microphones to the carrier. 
In short, you can put the needed station 


components into one, easily carried, 
unit. A downside? If you have a very 
old or large radio, it won’t fit. But then, 
you probably won’t be taking your old 
rig into the field anyway. And remember, 
this is a FIELD accessory. 

Another benefit is that they look very 
professional. If you set up a station at an 
emergency preparedness fair or other 
event it looks very sharp. You. move 


RiGtalk uss rig control interface NE : 
USB to serial converter with TTL level output. Control your 
CAT or CIV radio directly by USB. No RS232 level converter 
‘needed. Plug and Play USB dongle design that makes it 
easy, simple and neat to controll your radio. Make your sta- 
tion easier and more fun to use with a RIGtalk. 


R1Gblasters 


The original sound card interface for all 
-ham sound card programs, any radio, 
any computer and all hams. 


Any RiGblaster will work with over 2000 
radios, over 100 programs and over 23 
operating modes! 


Pre 


CBA Ii- Computerized Battery Analyzer 


- Discover true battery performance! The first easy to use 
battery lab tester. Test any type of battery, NiCad, LiPoly, 
Lead Acid etc. USB interface with Windows® software. 
Measure and graph battery capacity with a constant current 
discharge of up to 40 amps or 150 watts. Graphs may be 

overlaid saved and printed. Test label printouts also. 


RiGrunners 


The original Powerpole DC power panels. No 


equal in quality or performance. Four models to 
choose from. Detachable power cord, meter you 
can see and hear from across the room, LEDs to 
show blown fuses and tested to 50 A. Make your 
12 VDC wiring neat, safe,.and convenient now. 


PWRgates 


Emergency backup power systems to safely have both a sealed 
lead-acid battery and a 13.8 volt power supply always connected 
to your:station. Two models, one with a maintenance charger, 
and our new model PG40S, Super PWRgate, with a full four- 
stage selectable 1 to 10 amp fast charger. Gel/AGM batteries 


available from WMR for great prices. 


PWRcecrimp 


Powerpole crimp tool that perfectly 
crimps 15, 30 and 45 Amp coniacts. 


Ratcheted with an excellent contact positione 


_www.westmountainradio.com 
West Mountain Radio 


18 Sheehan Ave., 


Order Toll Free 
888 WESTMTN 
888 937-8686 


Norwalk, CT 06854 Dealer inquiries Invited 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 
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from the disorganized to the organized 
and functional. 


Emergency role? 


A recent e-mail asked me if I shared 


the opinion that Amateur Radio’s days 
were quickly drawing to a close with 
regard to emergency operations. ’Tain’t so 
McGee. If anything, Amateur Radio is as 
active and as used as ever. Sure, Amateur 
Radio’s role is ever-changing, but it ever- 
was and ever-has. Not to worry! 

One size does NOT fit all. What works 
in New York City may not work in rural 
New York State. There are many, many 
- viable groups in a lot of places. I’ve listened 
to the stories that the new “interoperabil- 
ity” plans of some governments seem to 


write out Amateur Radio. OK, so what? . 


Does that lessen your ability to be ready? Is 

it your ego that’s suffering because you’re 

not on page one of the emergency response 

- plan with tasking to save the planet? Get 
over it. Get ready and have fun! 

Don’t get overly concerned when some- 
one, somewhere tells you the tale of doom. 
I’ve now been writing this column, every 
month, for seventeen years. I receive a 
lot of mail with many, many thoughts, 
experiences and opinions. Let me assure 

_you that every locale is different and every 


group isdifferent and fills different needs. 


Can you get involved? YES! 


THE ORIGINAL WO4BUM 


The only lightweight HF mobile 
antenna recommended by noied 
author Gordon West. WE6NOA 


+ Monobanders for 75 to 6 meters. 

- Very rugged fiberglass & stainisss 
steel. 

+ Telescopes for easy adjustment. 

+ 3/8 x 24 TPI base fits most 
mounts. 

+ Low profile & low wind load. 

+ Needs no springs or guys. 

» Completa tuning & matching 

instructions included. 


Stainless Steet 


in¢luded 


+ Approximately 7 ft. tall. 
+ 600 watts. 
Cat.# Band Cat.# Band 


20meiers 9106 6 meters | 


Lakeview Company, Inc. 
3620-9A Whitehall Rd., Anderson, SC 29626 + 864-226-6990 


E Mail: hamstick@hamstick.com « www.hamstick.com 
SB al SCAN 100% made in USA®* Add $11.50 per order for S/H 


FAX: 864-225-4565 + 


36 WorldRadio, April 2007 


ike pes 4 
HAW STICK | ucewsentare® Man TeNNAS 
for HF MOBILE OPERATION | THE ULTIMATE PERFORMER 
« Moluntel behiad lic | + Honest 4.5dB gain. \ 
$26%5 each Mounts behind license plate hae oe 


» Mount is constructed of type 304 


+ Complete with S/S hardware 
+ For Anterina’s with 3/8" x 24 Thread 
+ Accepts PL-259 Direct 
+ Ground strap included _ 


+ Complete mounting instructions 


100% MADEINUSA 


S175 75meters 9117 17 meters ; 
9160 6O0meters 9115 15 meters ieee new Ont 375 
9140 40 meters 92 12 meters 95 e n 

$136 30meters 97110 10 meters $46 CAT. #TM-1 y ‘ 


If you look for opportunities to serve 
you will find them. If you serve in a 
highly-trained and professional manner 
you will be noticed. Even if you're not 
“in, the plan,” plan to play. Do you have 


any idea how intense and confusing it is 


when an emergency happens? I would 
bet no government agency (maybe one 
or two with no vision) would refuse a 
trained and competent asset when push 
comes to shove. ; 

So while you’re waiting for the disaster to 
hit, get involved with neighborhood CERT 
groups, Skywarn, Scouts, local races and 
events, county and state fairs, emergency 
preparedness seminars, Jamboree on the 
Air and every other fun event you can 
find. There is no shortage of events. An 
enterprising group will have no problem 
finding things to do! The fallout is that you 


gain experience, you become known, ae 


you have fun being prepared. 


Just don’t forget to include youth in your 
events. Believe it or not, there are. kids 


that are bored with online games and love 
the chance to experience Amateur Radio. 
Now that the Morse code is history, show 
kids the fun of HF! 


Be polite 
Sometimes you have to remind some- 
one, and it usually works. At home I 
monitor a couple of CB channels. Now 


MOBILE COLINEAR 


_ «17-7 ph stainless steel top sec. 
* Rugged fiberglass base station. 
+ Base filting is std. 3/6 x 24 TPH. 
Length 
9007 - 146 MHz 7'2"» 9038 - 220 MHz 4'9° 
_ 8440 « 440 MHz 2'5" 


$269 


Base station 
version available $3995 
9007-B * 9038-B « $440-B 


Tri-Magnetic Mount 


$4495 


«Holds all Hamstick + 3/8 x 24 thread 


Antennas and mounting, 
many others. +15’ RG 58 coax 

» Over 4004 of wiP{-259. 
holding power. + No rust aluminum 


* 13° x 12° foot print. construction. 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643. ° 


_ operator that there’s 


) 


that my work schedule has shifted to 
nights, I find more enjoyment during the 
day with radios. It’s a typical day that I 
will be in the shack tuning around 40 
Meters and listing to a variety of scan-" 
ners and radios. 

One of the CB channels I like has a 
group of local truckers hauling dirt from 
a nearby gravel pit operation. I like their 
humor and enjoy even visiting with them 


as they haul fill dirt to various road and ~ : 
- construction projects. A friend stopped by 


the shack to pick up some gear and heard 


_ the chatter. His reaction was prédictable: 


“You listen to THAT? Doesn’t the lan- 
guage offend you?” 

In all honesty, it’s rare that I fear foul 
language. Times have changed. It’s a very 
polite group and they’re fun to chat with. 
However! One day a new guy was on the 
channel picking up dirt. His language was 
a little ripe. So, I thought, does he really — 
talk this way oris he thinking this is what 


is expected. So I called him. “Lenny,” ae 


said, ° ‘there are a lot of folk listening, and 


-you’re kind. of offending my ears. Is ‘this 


your normal vocabulary?” 
His reply was polite. “Cowboy”, the 


_ said, “if I talked this way at home, my 


wife would probably wash my mouth out 
with soap.” So why, I asked, do you speak 


"the way you do in front of strangers. He 


didn’t know why. And then an amazing ~ 
thing happened. Several others on the — 
channel also expressed to Lenny that his 
language was a little ripe and could he 
just be “normal.” NR ey 

Now, Lenny is a-welcome participant 


and I enjoy visiting with him. And, another 
thing has happened. The “main” station at 


the gravel pit is operated by a nice young 
lady (or so she sounds: on the air as I’ve 
never met her in person). Now when | 
someone uses offensive language, some. 
of the other truck drivers will remind the 
’s “a lady listening.” And 
it gets very pleasant. Lots of flirting and 
teasing, but nothing I’d be embarrassed to 
let my wife or others hear. 

The moral of the story? Sometimes we 


‘need a reminder to change behavior that 
_ we have no idea it’s being done. 


Until next ‘month, have aGREAT time. 
Best wishes from Salt Lake City! 
— Jerry Wellman, W7SAR, can be 


- reached by sending mail to: P:O. Box 


11445, Salt Lake City, UT 84147; or by 
sending e-mail to: ;w@desnews.com © — 


ARIZONA 


Cochise ARA (CARA). Meets 1st Mon./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m., club facility on Moson 
Rd., Sierra Vista, AZ. K7RDG/R 146.76(-) 


rptr.PL162.2 . 4/08 


~ Green Valley Amateur Radio Club. Meets 
7:00 p.m., 2nd Wed. of the mo. @ SAV Building. 
Nets daily on 40M. Weekly on 2M, & 20M in 
the summer. Come join us for breakfast every 
Wed. 7:00 a.m. Contact Gene WOKAD, 214 N. 
Crocodile Rock Dr., Green Valley, AZ 85614 or 
520/207-4706 or theschou@cox.net. 11/07 


Old Pueblo Radio Club, (W7GV). P.O. Box 


42601, Tucson, AZ 85733. Meets 2nd. Wed./ 
_ monthly, 7:15 p.m., Tucson Med: Ctr., Grant & 

Beverly St. in the AZ Bldg. Info: Ron, N7SPW, 
520/889-2998. 4/08 


CALIFORNIA 


Amador County ARC., P.O. Box 1094, Pine 
Grove, CA 95665. Meets 1st Thurs./monthly, 
7:30 p.m., Jackson Sr. Ctr., 229 NY Ranch Rd., 

» Jackson, CA 95642. Info. 146.835 


ARC of Anderson, (ARCA). P.O. Box 
1334, Anderson, CA 96007. Meets 2nd 
Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m., 3644 Avtech Pkwy, 
Redding, CA 96002. Net Tues., 7:30. p.m. on 
146.640(-) pl 88.5: www.gsl. net/arca. Testing 
every 2nd Sat., of even months, info: 530/244- 

_ 6456. ' 4/08 


Antelope Valley ARC K6@X meets at 
7:30 p.m 1st Thurs. each month at Larry 
Chimbole Cultural Ctr. (next to Palmdale 
Library) 38350 Sierra Hwy,., Palmdale, CA.. 
Weekly net 8 p.m., Wed. 146.73 (-) pl 100.0. 
Monthly VE exams. Contact Gary Mork, 661/ 
948-8317; visit our website www.avarc.org or 
email k6ox@arrl. net. 208 


Catalina Amateur Rptr., Assn. P.O. Box 425, 
Garden Grove, CA 92842. Meets 2nd Sat. (even 
months) 8:00 a.m. Hometown Buffet, corner of 
Knott & Lincoln Ave., Buena Park, CA. Rptrs: 
AA6DP. 147.09(+), 224.42(-) PL 110.9 on 
Catalina island; www.cara.nu 12/07 


- Contra Costa Communications Club, Inc., 
WD6EZCI/R. P.O. Box 20661, El Sobrante, CA 
94820-0661. Meets 2nd Sun. ‘/monthly (except 
May & Dec.), 8:00.a.m., Denny’s, El Cerrito, CA. 
145.110, 224.300, 444.275w/echolink 95025, 
PL 82.5 Info: V. Thompéon, KE6FSU, 510/724- 
4966. 7/07 


Delta Amateur Radio Club, 2581 Harbor 
St., Pittsburg, CA 94565, Meets on the last 
Thursday, @ 7:00 p.m. at the Environmental 
Center, 2581 Harbor, behind the fire station 1/2 
block South of East Leland Rd., Contact info: 
925/458-3164; n6nva@arrl.net. Weekly net @ 
7:00 p.m. on 146.535 (S). 8/07 


Downey ARC Inc., W6TOI. Meets ist Thurs./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Sussman Middle Sch. caf- 
eteria, 12500 S. Birchdale, Downey, CA. Nets: 
Tues. 7 p.m., 445.640(—-) pl-156.7 & Thurs., 
7:30p.m., 145.595 simplex www.downeyarc.org. 
Info: dglenn@connect3, com 9/07 


East Bay ARC, Inc. Meets 2nd Fri./monthly, 
-7:30 p.m., Salvin Army, 4600 Appian Wy, 
El Sobrante,.CA. Info: 510/233-7509, 
w6cus1@juno.com. 6/07 


_ Fresno ARC meets 2nd Fri./monthly, 7.p.m., 
Cedar Lanes Bowling Alley, Cedar and Shields 
in Fresno. Net Sunday 7:00 p.m. on W6TO/R 
146.94(—) pl 141.3 Hz. Tech-net Wednesdays 
at:7:00 p.m. on W6TO/R., www.wé6io.com, or 
call Steve 559/392- 4058.; ‘nabg@weto. com. 

2/08 


Golden Triangle ARC., P.O. Box 1335, Wil- 
‘ domar, CA 92595. Meets 4th Mon./monthly, 
7:00 p.m., Rancho Water. Dist. Boardroom, 
42135 Winchester Rd., Temecula, CA. Rptr: 
146.805 (—) PL.100. Info: Bill Smith, 951/678- 
9120. E-mail: smith5365@verizon.net, web: 
www.gsl.net/gtarc 


Independent Radio Club, WAGIRC meets 
at 7 p.m. on the last Friday of the month at the 
Lamplighter Restaurant, 5043 Van Nuys Blvd., 
Van Nuys, CA. We are a family-oriented radio 
club whose members are interested in all as- 
pects of Amateur Radio. Check out our weekly 
nets Tuesdays. at 6pm and Thursdays at 8 p.m. 
on 445.340— PL 103.5 and 224.480- PL 110.9. 
For more information go to www. ircradio.org or 
write 3624 Foothill Bivd., #1, La Crescenta, CA 
91214. 11/07 


« 


10/07 - 


2/08 


Inland Empire ARC, P.O. Box 1433, On- 


tario, CA 91762 meets’ first Sat. monthly in the - 


conference room at the Pomona First Federal 
Bank, 333 N. Euclid Ave., Ontario, CA 91761. 

Contact Chuck Sweeten ‘Al6l, 909/623-2933: 
ai6i@ca.rr.com for information. Talk-in 145-460 
—PL 77.0 4/08 


“Livermore Amateur Radio Klub (LARK) — 


meets 3rd Sat/monthly O930L at Livermore 
City Council Chambers, 3575 Pacific Ave., 

Livermore. Talk-in KQ6DI rptr 147. 120 
+100Hz. Swap meet 1st Sun./monthly 0700L 
at Robertson Park. See website for more info: 
http://www. livermoreark.org 3/08 


Marin ARC. Box 6423, San Rafael, CA 
94903. Meets 1st Fri./monthly, 7:30 p.m., also 
every Sun., 8-11 a.m., Alto Clubhouse, 27 Shell 
Rd., Mill Valley, CA. Web: w6sg.net 12/07 


Mount Diablo ARC., P.O. Box 23222, Pleas- 
ant Hill; CA 94523. Meets. 3rd Fri./monthly, 
7:30 p.m., Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, 1035 
Carol Ln, Lafayette, CA. Net Thurs. 7:30 p.m. 
147.06(+) PL 100Hz. License exams monthly, 
info: 925/288-1730. 12/07 


Nevada County. ARC meets 2nd Mon./ 
monthly, 7 p.m., Salvation Army Bldg., 10725 
Alta St., Grass Valley, CA. Net Tues. 7 p.m. 
147.015, www.ncarc.org. For info. e-mail 
president@ncarc.org 


North Hills Radio Club monthly meetings 
at 7:30 p.m. on the third Tuesday at the North 
County Corporation Yard at Elkhorn Blvd and 
Don Julio Blvd. in Sacramento. Field Day, an- 


nual picnic, code classes, antenna builds and, 


more! Contact Maynard Wright, W6PAP; P.O. 

Box 41635, Sacramento, CA 95841-0635; 

916/726- 1673; kéis@arnl. net; www.k6is.org. 
5/07 


PAARA; Palo Alto ARA meets first Fri. at 


7:00 p.m. monthly, Menlo:Park Rec. Ctr., 700 


- Alma St., Menlo Park. Radio net Mon. 8:30 


p.m. 145.230 rptr., PL tone off. www.paara.org. 
Radio prize raffle, guests welcome. An active 
Amateur Radio club since 1937. ~ 10/07 


Palos Verdes ARC, K6PV. Meets 3rd 
Wed./monthly at Hesse Park’s community 
room, 29301 Hawthorne Blvd., Rancho Palos 
Verdes at 7:30 p.m. Contact David Scholler, 
KG6BPH, 310/373-8166, k6pv@arrl.net, 
www.palosverdes.com/pvarc/ 9/07 


Paso Robles ARC meets first Mon. of the 
month, (except Dec) 7:30 p.m., Centennial 
Park, 600 Nickerson Dr., Paso Robles, CA. 
147.06(+) PL 127.3 Info call: John: W6HD 
805/610-0000. 4/07 


Redwood Empire DX Assoc. meets 2nd 
Wed/monthly. Social hour at 1800 & dinner 
meeting at 1900, Mister McGoo’s Restaurant, 
1375 Petaluma Blvd., N, Petaluma, CA. Contact 
Fred Leoni, N6YEU; 707/431-8202. © 


River City A.R.C.S. Meets 1st Tues./monthly, 
7:30 p.m., N. County Corp. Yard Facility, 5020 
Don Julio at Elkhorn, Sacramento, CA. License 
classes offered. Info: 916/492-6115. — . 12/07 


Sacramento ARC meets 2nd Wed./monthly, 
7:00 p.m.. Sac. Blood Ctr.; 32nd St. & Stock- 
ton Blvd., Sacramento, CA. Info net, noon on 
rptr. W6AK/R 146.91(—). T. Preston, KQ6EO, 
916/722-9358 or L. Ballinger, WA6EQQ, 916/ 
393-4775; www.w6ak.org 2/08 


Sacramento “Old Timers” Amateur Radio 
Society & Sacramento Valley Chapter #169 
Quarter Century Wireless Assn (QCWA) 
Meets 2nd Wed./monthly, 8.a.m., Carrow’s 
Restaurant, 2800 J Street. All Radio Amateurs 
(young and old) are invited. Phone Paul Wolf, 
WERLP, 916/489-8112. 7/07 


San Joaquin Valley ARS méets 1st Fri./ 
monthly at 7:00 p.m. Talk-in 146.82 —600 
offset PL 141.3. Sun. net 6:30 p.m. VE test- 
ing sessions every. quarter. Contact Carole, 
W6TTF, for more details, 559/288-7597 or 
w6tt(@amsat.org, website www.sjvars.com. 

6/ 


Santa Clarita Amateur Radio Club, Inc., 
W6JW. Meets monthly 3rd Wed — 7:00 p.m., 
Santa Clarita City Hall, 23920 Valencia Blyd., 
Santa Clarita, CA. 91355. Contact: David White, 
KO6FN, 661/297-7666. Talk-in: 146. 790.(—) pl- 
123. Website: www.w6jw.org. Testing: 3rd Sat., 
odd months (start Jan) 8:00 a.m. City Hall; 
Appointments: Ron Klein, K6VPV, 661/259- 
0948. T-Hunts 3rd Sat./monthly, 7:00 p.m. 
ARRL Special Services Club. Youth under 18, 
no membership charge! Lots of great programs 
& family activities. Something for everyone! 

12/07 


12/07 


2/08: 


Visit Your Local RADIO CLUB 


Sierra Foothills ARC. P.O. Box 1005, 
Newcastle, CA 95658. Meets 2nd Fri./ 


* monthly, 7:30 p.m., Auburn Library (Beecher 


Rm.), 350 Nevada St. Thurs. nets 7:30 p.m. 
145.430(—) PL 162.2. Info: R. Kuepper, 
rkuepper@sbcglobal. net. 2/08 


Sonoma CRA, ‘Inc. W6LFJ, P.O. Box 116, 
Santa Rosa, CA 95402; 707/579-9608. Meets 
1st Wed./ monthly, 7:00 p.m., 2050 YulupaAve., 


Santa Rosa. Net each Tues. 7 p.m., W6SON. 


Rptr. 147.315 MHz (+) PL 88.5 www.sonomac 
ountyradioamateurs.com 8/07 


South Bay Amateur Radio Association. 
Fremont, Newark, Union City - SBARA meet- 
ings, 2nd Friday of every month 1930 hours, 
local. The, Washington Township Veteran’s 
Memorial Building, Niles District, Fremont. 
Second.and E Sireets. Visti www.sbara.org. 

( 4/07 


South Bay Amateur Radio Club. P.O. Box 
536, Torrance, CA 90508. Meets 3rd Thurs./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Torrance Memorial Hosp., 
3330 Lomita Blvd., Torrance, CA. Talk-in on 
W6SBA rpt. 224.38(-). Info: 310/328-0817; 
www.w6sba.org 12/07 


Southern Sierra ARS meets 2nd Thurs./ 
monthly, 7 p.m., except Jul., 125 East F St., 
Tehachapi, CA ‘(Vet's Hall). Info: KD6KMN, 
661/822-5995. www.ssars.net, 147.06(+), 
224.42(—) PL 156.7. APRS 144.390(S) con- 
‘nect to W6PVG-3. ARES nets 7 LP m. 147.51(S) 
Mon. 1/08 


Stanislaus ARA, Inc. (SARA). P.O. Box — 


4601, Modesto, CA 95352; Meets 3rd Tues./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Modesto Police N/E area 


‘Substation, 3705 Oakdale Rd., Modesto, CA. 
Net 1.2+4 Tues. 7:30 p.m. 145.390(—) PL136.5. 


www.saraclub.net 4/07 


Tri-County ARA (TCARA). Meets-7:30 p.m. 
2nd Wed monthly in the Administration Build- 
ing, Brackett Fiéld, La Verne, 'CA, in the Pilot’s 
Lounge. Different guest speaker every month. 
Anyone may attend, Ham and non-Ham wel- 
come! Club net every Sun., 7:00 p.m. on the Mt. 
Baldy Rpt. 145.440 MHz -600 PL 136.5; web 
site: www.tcara.org, e-mail: kK6agf@arrl.net 

12/07 


United Radio Amateur Club, K6AA. Club 
station open to members and guests ‘in the 
Los Angeles Maritime Museum (LAMM), Berth 
84, Foot of 6th Street, San Pedro, CA. 90731. 
Meetings held 3rd Fri. monthly (except Aug & 
Dec), 1900 local inthe LAMM. All are welcome. 
Monitors 145.52 simplex Tue-Sat 1000-1630 & 
Sun 1200-1630. 4/07 


Victor Valley ARC. P.O. Box 869, Victorville, 
CA 92392. Meets 2nd Tue./monthly, 7 p.m., 


' Lewis Ctr, 17500 Mana Rd., Apple Valley. 


Talk-in 146.94(-), PL 91.5. Net Sun. 7 p.m. 
146.94(—) | 42/07 


West Coast ARC, (WCARC). P.O. Box 


1 2617, Costa Mesa, CA 92628. Meets 3rd 


Thurs./monthly, testing 6 p.m. meeting 7 p.m., 
St. James Anglican. Church, 3209 Via Lido, 
Newport Beach, CA. Info: Russ, N6QZV, 
714/848-4501. 7/07 


Westside ARC — Los Angeles. P.O. Box 
642072, Los Angeles, CA 90064. Meets 4th 
Tues./monthly, 7:30'p.:m., Red Cross Bldg., 
11355 Ohio Ave., W. L.A., CA(VA Ctr. grounds). 
Net Thurs®, 7:30 p.m. 147.195+, PL100, web: 
www. wa6rc.org 3/08 


Willits ARS, (WARS). P.O. Box 73, Willits, 


‘. CA 95490. Meets 4th Monday at 7 p.m. at 


the Brooktrails Fire House 2 NW Willits, http: 
/iwww.k6mhe.com/wars. Talk-in: 145.130, PL 
103.5. 4/08 


Yuba-Sutter ARC has a breakfast/Board 
meeting monthly. Listen to our net.on 146.085 
Mon. nights for info or call Herb Puckett, 530/ 
674-3648 or Clara Ansley, KC6JPP, 530/742- 


2674. 3/08 
COLORADO 


Boulder Amateur Radio Club (BARC) Meets 
3rd Tues.-monthly, 7 p.m., Valmont Community 
Presbyterian Church; 3262 N. 61st St., Boulder, 
CO. Talk-in: 146.70(-) Info: BARC70@arrl.net 
or www.qsi.net/wOdk/ 11/07 


Denver Radio Club (DRC) meets 3rd Wed, 
7:30 p.m., St Joseph Episcopal Church, 11202 
W. Jewell, Lakewood, CO. Oldest club in 
Colorado (1917). Net Sun 8:30 p.m. 145.490 
rptr/100.0 ctess. wOtx@arrl.net; wOtx.org 

2/08 


| 


.wood, FL 34295. Meets. 3rd Thurs./monthly 


_ 673, Batavia, IL 60510-0673. 


’ Pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association 
(PPRAA) meets monthly at 7 p.m: on the 2nd 
Wed. of each month at the El Paso County 
Health Department, 305 S. Union Blvd. For 
more info, visit our website at www.ppraa.org 

5/07 


CONNECTICUT 


Connecticut DX Association, (CTDXA). 
Meets at ARRL HQ, Newington, CT. 1st 
Wed. (except Summer) 7:30.p.m. Contact 
DanW1ZTQ;: 860/583-1165 4/07 


DELAWARE 


Sussex ARA (SARA) meets 3rd Wed. 
monthly, Sussex County EOC in Georgetown 
@ 7:30 p.m. ARRL affliated. Rptr 147.075+ (PL 


. 156.7 Hz only when. needed) covers Sussex 
County. Supports ARES®, special event com- 


munications services to public and non-profits, 
Field Day, technical programs, & social events. 
Newcomers welcome. Contact N2JB@arrl.net 
for more details. 8/07 


FLORIDA 
Englewood ARS. P.O. Box 572 Engle- 


7:30 p.m, Englewood United Methodist Church, 
700 E. Dearborn St., Englewood, FL., Rm: 
Fellowship Hall. Info. Ken Anderson, W4JQT, 
941/475-3172 or www.earsradioclub.org. 
10/07 


Gulf Coast ARC. P.O. Box 595, New Port 
Richey, FL 34656. Meets 4th Mon./monthly, 
7:00 p.m., San Clemente East Club House, 
6909 Tierra Verde St., Port Richey, ‘FL. Rotrs. 
146.67(-), 145.33(-), 444.650, sérving all of 
Pasco County. 4/08 


Port St. Lucie ARA. P.O. Box 7461, Port St. 
Lucie, FL 34985. Meets 2nd Fri./monthly, St. 
Andrews Luth. Church, 295 Prima Vista Blvd. 
Info: R. Cox, 772/340-4319; www.gsl.net/pslara 
or 146.955-. 4/07 


GEORGIA 


Coastal Amateur Radio Society (CARS) 
meets 1st Mon./monthly, 7:00 p.m., Southside 
Firestation #1, 10703 White Bluff Road, Sa- 
vannah, GA. 146.700(+) Pl. 100;147.210(+) Pl 
100; 147.330(+) PI 100. Steve Jonas, K4SDuU; 
912/355-6522, www.k4nix.com 6/07 


Dalton ARC, Inc., (DARC). P.O. Box 211, 
Dalton, GA 30722-0211. Meets every 4th Mon. 
7:30 p.m., at the Dalton Public Works Dept. 
meeting room, 532 Elm St., Dalton, GA; info: 
Tony Smith, AG4NE, tsmith1145@alltel.net, 
www.qsl.net/w4dre 4/07 


Honolulu ARC meeting 0900 for breakfast in 
Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep and Nov at the Sizzler 
Restaurant at Pearl Ridge. Contact John K1ER, 
808/484-9748. 1/08 


Bolingbrook ARS meets 3rd Mon. monthly, 
7:00°p.m. at Bolingbrook Fire Station Number 
5 on Rodeo Dr. Talk-in is usually 147.33 MHz 
+0.600. ARRL affiliated club number: 1271. 
Club web page is www.k9bar.org. 8/07 


Chicago FM Club Ing:, (CFMC). P.O. Box 
47648, Chicago, IL 60647;. 146.76(—) PL 107.2/ 
224 .10/224.18/443.75 PL 114.8(2A). Ham help 
line:. 773/262-6773. Info net Tues., 9 p.m. on 
146.76(—). Meets 3rd Wed./monthly, 8 p.m. 

4/07 


Dupage ARC, (DARC). P.O. Box 71, 
Clarendon Hills,, IL 60514. Meets 4th Mon., 
7:30 p.m.(no meeting in July and Dec.), Holy 
Nativity Church, 275 S. Richmond Ave., Clar- 
endon Hills (NE corner 55th St. & Richmond 
Ave.) Net Sun., 9 p.m. on 145.25. W9DUP 
rpts: 145.25(-) 107.2PL, 442.550(+), 114.8PL, 
224.68(-); 110.9PL; www.w9dup.org 3/08 


Fox River Radio League, www. frrl.org. 
Open meeting 2nd Tue./7:30 p.m. Prisco 
Center basement, 150 W. Illinois Ave., Aurora, 
IL 60506-3158; 147.21 MHz (+600 kHz, 103.5 
Hz), 444.30 MHz (+5 MHz, 114.8 Hz, IRLP), 2M 
net Tue. 7:30 p.m., except 2nd Tue. P.O. Box 
11/07 


Hamfesters Radio Club, W9AA. P.O. Box 
42792, Evergreen Park, IL 60805. Meets 1st 
Fri./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Crestwood Civ. Ctr., 
139th & Kostner, Crestwood, IL. Nets: Sun. 
(local) 0100 UTC, 28.410 MHz; Mon. 9 p.m. 
146.43 S., Packet mailbox 145.65 MHz. Info: 
708/687-5057; www.hamfesters.org 12/07 


Visit us on the web:.at: www.wr6wr.com 


v 
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Peoria Area ARC, (PAARC). P.O. Box 3508, 
Peoria, |L61612. Meets 2nd Fri./monthly, 7 p.m. 
at Red Cross Chapter House, 311 W. John 
Gwynn Jr. Ave., Peoria, IL. Superfest each 
Sept.. Rptrs: 147.075(+) & 146.85(—). Web: 
www.w9uvi.org; e-mail: w9uvi@arrl.net. Voice 
mail: 309/692-3378. 12/07 


Schaumburg ARC: P.O. Box 68251, Scha- 
umburg, IL. Meets 3rd Thurs./monthly, 7 p.m., 
Schaumburg Community Recreation Center, 
located at 505 N. Springinsguth Rd., which 
is the intersection of Bode and Springinsguth 
roads. Usually a presentation follows our normal 
club meeting. See website for more details http: 
/www.n9rjv.org, Jim Campbell, 847/798-5248; 
camp637@yahoo.com. 1/08 


Wheaton Community Radio Amateurs 
meets 1st Fri/monthly, 7:30 pm at the First 
Presbyterian Church (Jefferson and Ellis 
streets) in Wheaton. All are welcome. See our 
website at www.w9ccu.orgfor all club info or call 


630/604-0157. Annual Hamfest each January. 


Rptrs: 145.390 (-) 107.2, 444.475 (+) 114.8. 
9/07 


York Radio Club meets at 8 p.m. on the Third 
Friday of every month at the City of Elmhurst... 
Fire Training Facility, 910 N Addison, Elmhurst, 
IL 60126 Talk in 442.875 +5 PL 114.8. For 
4/07 


Information — Les Otto, 630/833-7371. 
LOUISIANA 


"Baton Rouge ARC meets last Tue./monthly, 


7 p.m., St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 8833 
Goodwood Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA. Net: 
146.79MHz, 8:30 p.m. Sun. www.brarc.org; 
e-mail: brarc@cox.net “7/107 


Delta DX Association ARC meets on our 
repeater every Tuesday night at 8:00 p.m. lo- 
cal time. At 147.360 (+), sub-audible tone 67. 
Contact John UhI, W5ZE, 504/347-0272 for info. 
Or at w5ze@cox.net. And on our club website 
www.deltadx.net. 3/08 


MARYLAND 


Maryland Mobileers ARC, (MMARC). 
P.O. Box 935, Severn, MD 21144. Meets, 1st 
Fri./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Henry L. Hein Public 

. Safety Bldg., 7480 Baltimore Annapolis 
Blvd., Glen Burnie, MD 21061. Info net Mon. 
8:30 p.m. on 146.805 (-), tone 107.2 Hz http:// 
www.mobileers.or 


11/07 


Boston ARC meets 3rd Thurs. 7:30 -pmp. 
(except July/Aug) at Newton Police Hats., 
1321 Washington St., Newton. Talk-in: 
145.23MHz(-) PL 88.5, www.barc.org, email: 
w1bos@arrl.net. 12/07 


Framingham Amateur Radio Association 
meets the first Thursday of the month Sept-June 
at 7:30 p.m. in the basement of the Danforth Mu- 
seum, Framingham, MA. Contact Gordy K1GB 
at 781/891-5572 or email kigb@arrl.net. 


12/07 « 


Hampden County Radio Assoc. (HCRA) 
meets at 7:30 p.m., 1st Fri/Sep-June, Feeding 
Hills Congregational Church, 21 North Westfield 
St., Feeding Hills, MA 01030 (next to Dunkin 
Donuts). Visit www.hcra.org for meeting topics, 
maps, Ham class info, contact information and 
more. 3/08 


Wellesley Amateur Radio Society (WARS), 
meets mthly 3rd Tues. (except July & August), 
7:30 pm at Kingsbury Room, Wellesley Po- 
lice Station, 485 Washington Street (Rt 16), 
Wellesley, MA. Net Weds. 8 p.m. on W1TKZ 
repeater 147.030 MHz+600 kHz, also 444.600 
MHz+5NHz (PL tone 88.5Hz) linked on 2M 
147.030+600 kHz W1TKZ repeater. Website: 
http://wars.krl.com/. 3/08 


Genesee County Radio Club, Inc. Meets 
3rd Tuesday of the month during school year. 
7:30 p.m. Davison High School, 1250 N. Oak 
Rd., Davison, MI; www.gsl.net/w8acw/, e-mail: 
k8jg@comcast.net. 10/07 


Hiawatha ARA of Marquette Co. P.O. Box 
1183, Marquette, MI 49855. Meets 1st Thurs./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m. Marquette County Health 
Department, R. Schwenke, N8GBA, 906/249- 
3837; www.gsl.net/k8lod 12/07 


L’Anse Creuse ARC meets Sept.-June. 
ARRL Special Service Club. Meeting place: 
L’Anse Creuse High School, on Reimold; just 


off Crocker Blvd. Field Day; club repeater; an-— 


nual Fox Hunt. Contact L.C.A.R.C. Box 180072, 
Utica, Ml 48318-0122 for details. 4/07 
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www.sisrc.org; e-mail wOsjs@arrl.net 


“Info: 


ONETS 


Ogemaw-Arenac ARS (K8OAR) meets 
1st Wed/monthly, 7 p.m., Mills Twp Hall, 2441 
Greenwood Rd., Skidway Lk, Prescott, MI. VE 
exams 3rd Wed/monthly, 7 p.m: Mon 2M net 
9 p.m. 146.940. www.k8oar.com 2/08 


Top of Michigan ARC, NM8RC-meets 
second Tuesday of each month at the Public 
Library in Gaylord, MI. With talk in on 146.820 
(tone 118.9). Weekly nets Classes for all 
Amateur Radio, Regular Testing sessions, 
Fox Hunts and much more. Stop in and see 
us on the web.www.nm&rc.org or call Jerry at 


989/731-4596 or email cuer@gtlakes.com. 


of each month 7:30 pm at the University of St 
Thomas, Murrary-Herrick Student Center in St 
Paul, Minn. Talk-in 145.31. Monthly VE exams. 
Nets Wednesdays 145.31’ at 7:30 p.m. and 
28.310 at 8:00 p.m.; www.stpaulradiociub.org 
for more information. 


St. Cloud ARC meets 3rd Thurs./monthly, 
7p.m., Radio Club Bldg., 401 4th St. N., Waite 
Park, MN 56387. Info: ' 320/255-1410, 146.94 
or 147.015 or www.w@sv.org. 


4/08 


t. Louis urburban Radio 
Moll Anterican Legion Post, 2721 Collier Ave. 
(one block west of Manchester Rd./Brentwood 
Blvd intersection. SLSRC on internet, 
4/07 


Las Vegas Radio Amateur Club, P.O. Box 
27342, Las Vegas, NV 89126. Meets 2nd Tues. 
monthly, 7 p.m., Comm. Rm. NV Power Bldg..,- 
6226 W. Sahara Ave., Las Vegas. Net Tues., 


7 p.m. Rptr: 146.94 MHz(—)PL 100. Hz. 
Howard, K3HM, 702/243-8672, 


www. lvrac.org. 5/07 


Sierra Intermountain ERA, (SIERA) meets 
3rd Thurs./monthly, 7 p.m., Carson Valley 
United Methodist’ Church, 1375 Centerville 
Lane, Gardnerville, NV. Info: G. Uebele, 


“WW7E, 775/265-4278; ww7e@arrl.net, Rot. 


147.330 MHz. 1/08 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Central New Hampshire Amateur Radio 
Club, CNHARC, meets 1900 ET 1st Tue/ 


_ monthly. Location, info & programs announced 


on our website, hito:/Awww.cnharc.org/. All are 

invited to attend.’.Refreshments served. Open 

Repeaters 147.390 + or 146.985 — PL 123.0. 
5/07 


‘Port City ARC, (PCARC),W1WQM. P.O. 
Box 1587, Portsmouth, NH 03802. Meets 1st 


Wed:/monthly (Sept.-June), 7:30 p.m., Pisca- ° 


taqua Fish & Game Clubhouse, end of Tuttle 
Lane, Greenland. Rptr. 145.150(—) PL 127.3, 
110.9, 88.5; Info: Rick Miller; n1zxz@arr/.net; 
www.w1wgm.or 5/07 


Bergen ARA (BARA), K2ZO, 286 Ridgewood 
Blvd. N., Twp. of Washington, NJ 07676. Meets 
1st. Sunday/monthly, 7:30 p.m. American Red 
Cross, 74 Godwin Ave., Ridgewood,.NJ 07450. 
Nets: 28.350.MHz., Mon. 9 p.m., 146.79(-) 
Wednesday 9 p.m.; www.bara.org. 


Wed./monthly, 8 p.m., Fort Monmouth MARS 
Station, Eatontown, NJ. Info: B. Buus, W20D, 
732/946-8615. 6/07 


Jersey Shore Amateur Radio Society 
(JSARS). P.O. Box 295, Toms River, NJ 08754. 
Meets every Thurs., 7:30 p.m. Riverwood Park, 
Toms River, NJ 08755. 2nd Thur. club meeting, 
3rd Thur. ARRL VE Session. Contact WA2NDA, 
Ed.732/279-4327, wa2nda@comcast.net. Toms 
River. Repeater 146.910 PL 127.3. Traffic Net 
evéry night 7:30 p.m. 3 Hamfests yearly, Field 
Day, Toms River Founder’s Day, ARRL Special 
Service Club. www.jsars. com. 


North America DX Association (NADXA). 


P.O. Box 357 Bradley Beach, NJ 07720. Jer- ~ 


sey Coast Chap. 1 meets 4th Mon./monthly, 
7:00 p.m. Contact: Mike, KC2Q, 732/927- 
ke2q@arrl.net; nadxa@juno.com; 
wr2dx@yahoo.com, 8/07 


South Jersey Radio Assoc., (SJRA), K2AA, 
meets Jan.—Oct., 4th Wed./monthly, 7:00 p.m. 
(Nov.—Dec., 3rd Wed), The Gibson House, Main 
Street, Marlton NJ. Talk-in: 145.290(-) rptr. 

; j 12/07 


Saint Paul Radio Club meets, the first Friday - 


12/07 | 


ub, Inc., |” 
meets 7:30 p.m. 2nd Fri/monthly at the Goff- _ 


12/07 
The Garden State ARA, (GSARA),. Meets ist. 


‘rptr., 146.715(-). 


5/07 


NEW YORK = 


Amateur Radio Assoc. of the Tonawandas, 
(ARATS). P.O. Box 430, No. Tonawanda, NY 
14120. Meets 3rd Tue./monthly (except Jul. 
& Aug.), 7:30 p.m., Sweeney Hose Co., 499 
Zimmerman St., No. Tonawanda, NY. Talk- 
in? 146.955(-) PL 151.4 rptr. W2SEX, http: 
//w2sex.org } 4/07 


Genesee Radio Amateurs, (GRAM). P.O. 
Box 572, Batavia, NY 14021-0572. Meets 
8rd Thurs./monthly, 7:00 p.m. (except Jul, 
Aug, Dec), Salvation Army Community 
Center, 529.E. Main St., Batavia, NY. URL: 
http://www.geocities.com/gram_radio_club/ 
index.html wy 12/07 


Hall of Science ARC. P.O. Box 150131, Kew 


Gardens, NY 11415. Meets 2nd Tue./monthly, - 


Hall of Science Bldg., 47-01 111 St., Flushing 
Meadow Park, 8:00 p.m. Info: Voice mail 718/ 
760-2022; www.hosarc.org 7/07 


NYC Amateur Radio Emergency Comm. 
Srv. Public Service is our specialty. Train 
during non-emergency events to prepare for 
when we're needed. The organization is led 
by those experienced as leaders during NYC 
emergencies during the past two decades (9/11, 
2003 Blackout, etc). Annual Citywide meeting 
every Dec. Monthly meetings in each Boro for 
local members. Weekly netis on 147.360/107.2 
PL every Mon. at 8:30 p.m. Contact:.Charles 
Hargrove, N2NOV, 445 Clove. Road, Staten 


_ Island, NY 10310, 718/876-7929, n2nov@nyc- 


races.org, WWW.nyC-arecs.Org ; 4/07 


Orleans County ARC, (OCARC). Meets at 
the Orleans County EMO 14064 W. County 
House*Rd., Albion, NY 14411, 2nd Mon./ 
monthly 7:30 p.m. Contact: Marion Toussaint, 
KA2BCE, 585/798-0861. 7/07 


Yonkers ARC, (YARC) meets 2nd Sun./ 
monthly, 10 a.m., 1st Pct., Yonkers Police 


‘Station, E. Grassy Sprain Rd., Yonkers, NY. 


Info: P.O. Box 378, Centuck Sta., Yonkers, 
NY 10710.. 914/237-5589. 146. 865(-), 
440.150(+). 3/08 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Azalea Coast ARC Wilmington, NC meets 
3rd Tue.- odd months-UNCW, even McDaniel 
Farms, 614 S. College Rd., Mon. ragchew 
9:00 p.m. 147.180+(open). ARRL Affiliate. VE 
Test Sessions 10:00 a.m., 2nd Sat even mos 
@UNCW. See Web Page @ www.ac4rc.org. 
Info: Bill AG4PA, 910/793-3631. 4/08 


Cape Fear Amateur Radio Society (CFARS) 
meets 3rd Mon/monthly 7:30 p.m. at Methodist 
College, 401 N, Fayetteville, NC. VE test ses- 
sions 2nd Sat/odd months/9 a.me at Methodist 
College. K4MN repeaters 146.31/91, 449.40/ 
444.40, W4EBM on 52.81/53.81, WA4FLR Fort 
Bragg 147.93/147.33, ARRL Special Service 
Club, oe Box 36106, Fayetteville, NC 28303 

2/08 


Stanly County ARC Albertarie: Meets 4th 
Thurs./monthly 7/p.m., Stanly Community Col- 
lege. Talk-in 146.985 (—) tone .100:Hz. Nets: 
Wed. @ 9 p.m. Club/ARES Net on 146.985. Fri., 
@ 9 p.m. Tech Net. 147.390 (+) Tone 100 Hz. 

* Contact: Bill Greene, K4VET 704/463-1202. 
7/07 


440/964-7316 County Vo-Ed School, Jefferson, 
OH. Meets 3rd Tue./monthly, 7:30 p.m., County 
5/07 


Central Ohio Operators Klub Extra - Nov- 
ice (COOKEN) club call W8TNX. We hold 
business meetings (aka bull sessions) at a lo- 
cal. restaurant on the second Saturday of each 
month. The location is the Donatos Pizzeria in 
Pataskala, located at: 610 E Broad St., Patas- 


kala, OH 43062-7574; phone: 740/927-3791, . 
101 Blacks Rd., SE., Henron, OH 43025. Fritz, 


WDEE, Pres. 11/07 


Clyde ARS (CARS) meets 1st Tue./monthly, 
7:30 p.m., Municipal Bldg., Clyde, OH 43410. 
NFS8E rptr. 145.35(—) and 442.625(+) MHz. Net 
Sun. 9 p.m. Info: E. Remaley, KA8CAS. 7/07 


Umpqua Valley ARC, Inc. P.O..Box 925, 
Roseburg, OR 97470. Meets 3rd Thurs./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m., Douglas County Court 
House, #310, Roseburg, OR. Info: K7AZW. 
541/784-3621 or 146.90(—) (PL100), http: 
/iwww.gsl.nevaa7gc/uvarc/home.himl 12/07 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 F Mi 


cy 


Ashtabula County ARC. K..Stenback, W8KS ° 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Columbia-Montour ARC (CMARC), meets 
at the Shilo Bible Church Meeting Hall in Espy, 
PA. 2nd Tues/monthly at 7:30 pm. Contact Bob 
Foster, K3QIA at 570/752-5332 for info, Talk in 
147.225 +600. 3/08 


RF Hill ARC. meets at 7:30 p.m. last Wed/ 
monthly, Perkasie Fire House, N. 5th St. & Arch 
St., Perkasie, PA. Info: J. Soete, WA3YLQ, 215/ 
723- 7294, wa3ylq@hotmail, com 11/07 


Wattsburg Wireless Association meets 
monthly 2nd Tues., at 7:00 'p.m. Rm. 107 use 
District Justice Entrance. Everyone Welcome! 
Have Saturday morning classes: available. 
Contact Name: Floyd. Titus, WA3LCO, 
814/825-8599: wwa@wattsburg- -wireless.us, 

4/08 


way adio Club meetings 
are one last Thursday each month 7:00 p.m. 
Morristown/Hamblen Cty. Library (rear right- 
side); Nets: Tues. 8:30 p.m., 147.030 Repeater, 
club call W2IQ. 11/07 


TEXAS 


North Richland Hills ARC. Meets monthly 
4th Monday @ 7 p.m. NRH Fire Station 
7202 Dick Fisher Drive North. Club website: 
www.nrharc.org, Contact: Dave Routzon Presi- 
dent — w5gt@arrl.net, PO Box 821426 North 


‘Richland Hills, TX 76180; 817/721-8997. 


5/07 


UTAH . 


Dixie Amateur Radio Club meets the third 


Wednesday-of each month at 7:00 p.m., at the 
St. George Community Building located at the 
Senior Citizens Center, 245 North 200 West, St. 
George, Utah. A VE Test Session is held prior 
to the meeting at 6:00 p.m. Pre-registration is 
not required. Visit our website for additional 
information, www.dixieham.org. Send e-mail 
to w7drc@arrl. net. — 12/07 


Utah Amateur Radio Club meets the first 
Thursday of each month except July and August 
on the University of Utah Campus, Engineering 
and Mines Classroom Building, Room 103. We 
offer ARRL VE testing on the first Saturday of 
even numbered months. Pre-registration is re- 
quired, contact Gordon Smith, 801/582-2438. 


_ Visit our website, www.utaharc.org; send email 


to uarc@utaharc.org, or contact the Ham Hot- 
line 801/583-3002. 4/08 


VIRGINIA 


Albemarle Amateur Radio Club (AARC) 
meets the second Tues. monthly at 7:30 p.m., 
held at the National Radio Astronomy Observa- 
tory, 520 Edgemont Rd., in Charlottesville, VA. 
Club repeaters: 146. 760, 146.925, 444.250, 
224:760 (PL 151.4). Weekly nets on 146.760 
— info. net on Mon. at 7:00 p.m., emergency 
net on Thurs. at 8:00 p.m. Quarterly testing 
sessions — contact ww46w@arrl.net. Website: 
www.wa4tiz.org. Info: Jay, K4AZV, 434/263- 
5795. 10/07 


Mt. Vernon ARC, K4US (MVARC). Meets 
2nd Thurs./monthly (except Jul. and. Dec.), 
7:30 p.m., INOVA Mt. Vernon Hospital, 2501 
Parkers Ln., Alexandria, VA. Contact: Bob, 
KT4KS, 703/765-2313 or 146.655-. 10/07 


PSE ONENESS NEP DUS a es 
Virginia Beach ARC meets 1st Thurs./ 


monthly, 7:30 p.m., St. Andrews Methodist 
Church, Tucson Rd. & Princess Anne Rd., 
Info: Bob Zabot K4NTO, 757/395-4489, or 
www.vbare.com it 2/07 


WEST VIRGINIA 


Tri-State ARA meets.3rd Tues./monthly, 
7p.m., Museum-of Radio & Tech., 1640 Flor- 
ence Ave., Huntington, WV. 25701; 304/525- 


University ARC (UARC) meets the 1st 
Tuesday of ‘each month on the University: of 
Wyoming Campus, Laramie, WY. Contact 
John M. Harrison, KD7NAE, 307/745-5833, 
johnmh@uwyo.edu for location, details and 
/or to be included on the email list for UARC 
website http: Huwacadweh. uwyo.edu/uarc/ 
ae 


For information on how to get your club 
listed in “Visit Your Local Radio Club,” 
plus receive many other benefits, write 
to: Club Liaison, WorldRadio, 
2120 28th St. * Sacramento, CA 95818 


MORSE CODE 


You Should Have Been There 


had forewarned my YF (wife) Carol, 
KA7MKW, that I expected to spend a 
lot of time on the air during Straight 
Key Night. Even so, I don’t think she was 


quite prepared for all the hours that I had 
my head clamped into a set of Yaesu YH- 


55 head phones. Nonetheless, without my 


asking, she kept the hot coffee coming 


'whenever my cup got low and brought 


snacks to me from time to time. She is not - 


active on the key or microphone but she 
is very active in other areas of the hobby, 


like public service. 


The clock began to move in the direction 
of the magic hour and I settled into the 
operating position and warmed the ampli- 


fier: I never turn off the Ten Tec Paragon 


B, so it was ready. I disconnected the 
Vibroplex Original Deluxe and hooked up 
the brass key upon which I learned code 
in 1953. I had to make some adjustments 


- to the spacing and the spring loading, but 


finally got the adjustments correct to my 
fist. I tuned to the low end of 80 Meters 
shortly after Straight Key Night had begun. 
I could hardly believe my ears. The band 
was alive with CW and all of it was at 10 
to maybe 20 WPM and very obviously on 
straight keys. It was apparent that many of 
these signals came from old-time operators 
that knew the craft well. * 

I made some contacts and really 
enjoyed the flow of the conversations 
with the folks using straight keys. It 
was great to make the contacts and not 
be in an all-fired hurry to get on to the 
next one. One could take time to get to 
know the other operator and exchange 


some pleasantries. The amp got more © 


hours on in during that 24-hour period 
than it had in many previous months. I 
work barefoot much of the time. 

I moved to 40 Meters and logged 


‘several contacts and then moved to 


30 Meters and got acquainted with 
several more straight key operators up 
there. This was really going well. About 
this time, my arthritic wrist was begin- 
ning to protest the “navy style” key so I 
took it out of service and went back to 
the Vibroplex. That was a real relief to 
the wrist. It was the key I was used to, 


Jim “JK” MEI HEY, K7NPS 


K7NPS on the air for Straight Key Night 2007. 


SO things began to pick up. Even the YF 


, hoticed that I was back on the bug. 


I went back to 80 and as I tuned 
around, the band sounded like it used 


to in the late 1940s. One CW signal after 
another, all across the low end of the 
band. Suddenly, I came across a signal 
that just reached out and grabbed me. 
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Gary Elliot, WA6KCP, a member of Red Oak Victory Amateur Radio Club, 
works to sort out the pileup that hovered around K6Y VM. The E.H. Scott 
receiver was not noted for its selectivity. Note the “all caps” typewriter. The . 
entire console was orignally installed aboard the Liberty ship in 1944 and — 


sounded great. 


That sound had something about it that 
was VERY familiar. Of course, I paused 
to listen. I had to know what there was 


_about it that was triggering the memory 


bank. When I copied the call and listened 
to the QSO, it became clear to me what 

had drawn my attention to that particular 
signal. The call was K6Y VM and it was 

the club station aboard the ship Red Oak 
Victory in the San Francisco Bay area. 

The ship’s call sign was KY VM. 

They were using the ship’s Mackay 
Console on the air and that was what had 


, ey %. 
(AA) 
MEYOROLA 
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OEM Battery Packs 


sales@nicdlady.com 
5000 BATTERIES ONLINE 


YOUR COMPLETE BATTERY SOURCE 


.NiCdLADY. 


grabbed my attention. The Mackay had 
a very distinctive note that was caused 
by the extremely fast power rise when 
the key went down. I repaired many of 
these stations when I used to do on-board 


repairs back in the days when I lived in 


the Puget Sound area. My signature and 


_ license number are in many logs of those 


old ships. I got set up to go.back to them 
but the pile-up was very heavy and in 
the end, I did not try. I decided to let a 
few of those who have never worked a 
shipboard station have a go at it. I will. 


20585 Canin Del Sol Unit B, Riverside, CA 92508 
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Jim Keightley standing by a home- 
brewed transmitter that was built by 
Lyle Winn, W4JIB (SK). I had the 
pleasure of operating this transmitter 
in the days that Lyle was my Elmer. 


hear them again and get my chance. I 
did, however, exchange several e-mails 
with the operators. 

I’ve included a picture of that console as 
well as a picture of one of the first trans- 
-mitters that I operated back in the 50s. It 

was home-brewed and had a pair of 810s 
in push-pull in the final and another pair in 
the high-level plate modulator. Changing 
bands involved changing many coil sets 
and tuning all of the transmitter stages. 
Frequency change was controlled by a 
signal shifter VFO. Changing to CW 
required powering off the modulator 
supply and bypassing the modulation 
transformer. That transmitter is in a 
museum back in Kentucky at this time, 
but is well enough preserved that it could 
be made serviceable. I would have loved 
to put it on the air for Straight Key Night. 


Also, I found it interesting to note the » 


many vintage pieces of equipment that 
were roaming the bands (many literally) 
that night. I logged Eimac, Eldico, Knight, 
Drake, Swan, Heathkit, Collins, Harvey 
Wells, Johnson, B & W and others as well. 
Many of the signals were slowly. drifting 
their way across the band and with each 
transmission, the RXO had to be adjusted 
slightly to keep them in the center of the 
filter. | suppose by the time Straight Key 
Night was a few hours old, most of these 
’ had settled down and quit drifting. Despite 


the large numbers of vintage transmitters 


speaking out, I did not hear even one that 
had a chirp or key clicks... 

Allin all, Straight Key Night was a royal 
blast for those who enjoy the language of 
International Morse code and it was a real 
pleasure to hear so many Hams “pounding 
the brass.” I did hear one operator that was 
really struggling. His sending was simply a 
continuous string of dots and dashes with- 


The AV-432 


ay 


out spacing of any kind between characters 
or words. Just impossible to read. Someone 
sent him the QLF signal: Try using your 
left foot, it will sound better. That was the 
only unreadable fist that I heard in the 
entire 24-hour period. 

Straight Key Night was just great. ..if 
you missed it; all I can say is YOU 
SHOULD HAVE BEEN THERE. © 
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AMATEUR SATELLITES 


Updates on the Birds 


i everyone. Hope your spring is 
coming along nicely! 


_ Access into 
AO-51 improves 
Drew Glasbrenner, KO4MA, AMSAT- 
NA VP Operations reported that the 
CTCSS 67 Hz sub-audible tone used on 
AO-51’s uplink to enable the FM tran- 
sponder has been turned off as of late- 
December 2006. Carrier access is all 
that is required to access this satellite. 
Drew explained further, “The 67 Hz 
tone was originally designed to allow 
AO-51’s downlink to be switched off 
when the satellite was not in use. The use 
of the sub-audible tone access has been 
problematic over areas of heavy use and 
when trying to identify the seemingly 
growing interference issues experienced 
on the 2 meter uplink frequency.” 
Access into AO-51 is expected to 


improve worldwide. Even though most : 


radios utilized in North America have 
sub-audible encoders built-in, many 
areas of the world have limited or 
difficult access to this type of equip- 
ment, even in commercial off-the-shelf 
gear. Carrier-access enables Amateur 
Radio operators in these areas to use 
the satellite. : 

Drew concluded, “Full duplex opera- 
tion is the most courteous and efficient 
means of operating the FM satellites. 
This allows you to listen to the downlink 
before you transmit as well as when you 
transmit to reduce QR Ming other users. 


Also, please continue with renewed vigor _ 


to help identify and eliminate both non- 
amateur interference, and amateurs oper- 
ating outside of the established bandplan 
that interfere with our satellites.” 
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Terry Douds, N. SKI 


Eagle Project 
Dick, WD4FAB, mechanical ‘engi- 
neer on the AMSAT Eagle satellite, 
reported the news that the Eagle Project 
has received the prototypes of the heat 
sinks that will be riveted into Eagle’s 
high-power electronic modules to enable 


the dissipation from the power devices 


in those modules. ss 
Dick thanked the team, “The heat 
sinks were fastidiously machined by 
our friends at Embry Riddle Aeronautic 
University, Daytona Beach, Florida.” 
These heat sinks are very special, 
machined from a high thermal conduc- 
tivity material: 99% pure aluminum. 
This alloy has 33% higher conductivity 
than alloy aluminum, and as such, it is 


_ quite soft and difficult to machine. In 


addition, the surface finish of these parts 
is also demanding and Embry Riddle 


. Aeronautic University has presented us . 


with a superb product. 

Prior to launch the heat sink module 
surfaces are protected by a plastic film to 
protect the thermal conductive and radia- 
tive surfaces of importance, as they all 
are of delicate and soft alloys. 


International 
Space Station 


ARISS Project Engineer, Kenneth, 


NSVHO, provided a status report on 
the Amateur Radio gear aboard the 


International Space Station. He said, 


“The Phase I Amateur Radio gear in the 


-FGB module appears to have developed 


an intermittent audio issue that will 
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Contact our CUSTOM SHOP for 
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‘require some crew time to be scheduled 


in order to try and determine the cause 


of the problem. This system has been 


used primarily for school contacts since 
the packet system associated with that 


radio began exhibiting poe during 


Expedition 6.” 

Kenneth continued, “The Phase 
II system in the ISS service module 
has not been operating properly since 
August 2006 when the default set- 
tings for the radio changed. The radio 
transmits and receives well and it will 


continue to be used for school contacts. 


But, until the radio is reprogrammed, 


only. intermittent operations will be . 


possible. A computer designated for 
Amateur Radio operations will allow 
reprogramming of the radio and is 
planned to arrive on the next Prog- 
ress vehicle in 2007. Until the radio is 
reprogrammed, it is unlikely that any 


and APRS, SSTV or the Crossband 


Repeater will be operating or will only 
operate for brief periods of time.” 


GeneSat-1 


of the automatic modes such as Packet — 


GeneSat-1, the latest university cube- — 


sat, launched successfully from the Mid- 


Atlantic Regional Spaceport (MARS) __ 


at NASA Wallops Flight Facility on 16 
December 2006 at 1200 hours UTC. It 


. was a secondary payload aboard a Mine: 


taur launch vehicle. 


Earlier GeneSat press releases men- . 


tioned 437.075 MHz and 437.100 MHz 
for the beacon frequency. Reception 
reports received from the USA, Japan, 


and south east Asia confirm that 


437.075 MHz is being used. 
Many report the frequency seems to 


be 8-9 kHz below the published fre- 


quency. Transmissions from GeneSat 


are telemetry packets in AX.25 1200bps _. 


AFSK format: . 

The GeneSat mission website at 
http://www.genesatl.org describes 
the satellite’s mission and provides 
QSL information. 

Reception reports and received 
telemetry packets can be posted at: 


t 


a : 5 


http://genesatl.engr.scu.edu/beacon/ 
beaconsubmission.htm- 

Additional GeneSat technical 
resources can be found at: http: 
//www.crestnrp.org/genesatl/pdf/ 


_ BeaconDecoding.pdf 


http://www.dk3wn. a Sees 
Cia i shtml — 


_ ANDE, RAFT, 
FCAL and NMARS 
_ANDE, RAFT, FCAL and NMARS 


deployed from the Space Shuttle on 21 . 


_ December 2006. They were designed 


and built by students at the Naval 


- “Research Laboratory. 


~ANDE and RAFT also carry packet 
radio communications systems and join 
with other U.S. Naval Academy APRS 


digipeating satellites such as PCSAT-1 


and PCSAT2. ANDE and RAFT will 
respond to the path alias of APRSAT 
and ARISS. This is so that users do not 
have to reconfigure their path between 
satellites or between their. ISS groundsta- 


- tion. The following frequencies are used 


by these two spacecraft: 

¢ ANDE Side A: 145.825 Digipeater 
up/downlink 1200 baud packet 

¢ ANDE Side B: 145.825 downlink 
(backup to side Aonly) . 

° RAFT System: 145.825 Digipeater 
up/downlink 1200 baud packet . 

e RAFT PSK-31: 28.120 HF PSK-;31 


uplink -downlink on 145.825 
© RAFT-I has been given the Oscar 
number NO-60, ANDE is NO- 61; and 


FCAL is NO-62. 


Much more information about these ~ 


satellites is available on the ANDE, 


_ RAFT, NMARS, & FCAL Operations 


website, http://www.ew.usna.edu/ 


_ ~bruninga/ande-raft-ops.html © 


New lab 
facility for AMSAT 
AMSAT Director and VP Engineer- 


_. ing, Bob, N4HY, reported that the old 


AMSAT Orlando laboratory has been 


- successfully moved to the new lab facil- 


ity in Pocomoke City, Maryland. . 
Bob noted, “In this facility we expect 


to do Eagle and several joint ventures 
We also plan to . 


on smaller satellites. 
have our new laboratory available to 


help Phase 3E.” 


The size of the AMSAT satellite 


lab is 6000 sq. feet. Our clean room, 


which required eight large air handlers 


was driven into the facility by 24-foot 
trucks. The new building with the trucks 


' inside can be seen in the photos on-line 
at: http://n4hy.smugmug.com/gallery/ 
2297432) 


Additional aetaile of the University 
of Maryland and AMSAT-NA satellite 
laboratory agreement can be seen at: 
http://www.amsat.org. 


Pehuensat-1 

AMSAT Argentina announced that 
Pehuensat-1, the 2nd Argentine ama- 
teur satellite was launched from India 
by an ISRO PSLV-C7 4 stage rocket on 
10 January. It attained a 635/640 km 
polar sun synchronous ‘orbit with an of 
inclination 97.92 degrees. 

Once activated Pehuensat-1 will trans- 


mit voice messages in three languages, 


English, Hindi and Spanish and will be 
heard on 145.825 MHz plus an AX25 
1200-baud packet following the voice 
message. More information can be found 
at: http://www.amsat.org.ar?f=6. 


AO-27 . 

As of 14 January 2007, AO-27 was 
once again recovered and returned to 
operation through dedicated work of 
the Command Team. Please keep in 
mind that AQ-27 is 13 years old -and 


- BWI airport. 


takes some work to keep going. 
Additional information is available 
at www.ao27.org. 


Annual AMSAT meeting 
and Space Seminar | 
‘ For those of you in the Washington, 
DC Metro area, the annual AMSAT: 
meeting and Space Seminar will be in 
the Maryland-DC area on Saturday, 24 
March 2007. There will be talks, demos, 
tutorials and plenty of socializing on 
amateur satellites, ground station set up, 
and high-altitude balloon experiments in 
the greater mid-Atlantic USA area. 

The event will be at the Pioneer Hall 
at the Historical Electronics Museum. 
(HEM) at 1745 West Nursery Road, ' 
Linthicum, Maryland (ZIP 21090) near 
Starting time is 11 a.m. 
local for the day-long event. 

For any late-breaking updates go 
to http://www.amsat.org/amsat-new/ 
fieldops/events.php. ; 

Well, I am out of room once again ° 
— there is a lot going on right now in 
the Amateur Satellite world. If you have 
the urge, take some time and try out the 
world of Amateur Radio in space — it 
is a lot of fun! Hope to hear you soon 
on the birds! 

— Terry Douds, N8KI, 344 E. Fifth 
Ave., Lancaster, OH 43130-3143; or via 
e-mail at n8ki@amsat.org eS 
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fy) 10-10 INTERNATIONAL 


Change is Inevitable 


ell, we all knew it would 

happen sooner or later, the 

latest change is the CW 
requirements being removed from 
licensing requirements., This was 
announced by the FCC on 15 Decem- 
ber 2006. While a surprise as to the 
timing and the way it was announced, 
the change was anticipated. It all started 
many years ago. In the beginning there 
was only CW, then along came AM, 
SSB, FM, SSTV, RTTY, PSK, etc. Also 


add all the technical improvements such ‘ 


as the transistor and integrated circuits. 
One change after another, add to that the 
computer age and its impact. With each 
technical improvement and new trans- 
mission modes, CW was becoming less 
of a sustaining mode. I am not trying to 
be negative, only saying that change is 
inevitable. Tomorrow who knows what 
Amateur Radio will be like; it is not 
dying, it is always evolving, changing 
with the times. CW will be around for 
a long time to come. It is not dead, to 
many it just not as relevant as it was 40, 
50 or 60 years ago. 

Changes take place in every aspect 
of our lives and happens every day to 
us, our family and friends, our work 


place and the environment. We live with — 
_ change and we can adapt and live with. 


the changes to Amateur Radio. As for 
10-10, we should welcome those ‘that 
are new to 10 Meters and help guide 
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Cerna F. Gross, WA6POZ | 


them to be successful. Hopefully mem- * 
bership will reflect the success of our 
endeavors: 

While on the subject of changes, in 
December, Joe Williams, WA9TSG, 
#310 a Director, decided to resign. 
Joe’s health has been in decline, and 
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with the elections and the change in 10- 
10 leadership, Joe felt it was the best 
to retire from. the Board. Joe served 
as a Director for 12 years. He has also 
been the Editor of the /0-10 NEWS and 
was the Convention Chairman of the 
second 10-10 convention that-was held’ 
in Milwaukee. Joe is also involved as 
the Chapter Head of the Milwaukee 
Chapter of 10-10, a chapter that has 
been in existence since the mid 60s. 
Joe will always be a part of 10-10 and 
his advice and guidance in the future 
will continue to be appreciated. 

With Joe’s resignation and with the 
Board’s approval I asked Bob Farrow, 
N6OPR, #45715, to assume the vacancy. 
Bob has been involved as a Net Control 


for many years and ran for Director _— 


during the last election. I have asked Bob » 
to take over the position of Net Manager _ 
and be responsible for the operation of 
the daily 10-10 Nets. 
AsI was writing this article I réceived 
an email from the Vice President, Mike 
Elliott, K7BOI, #54625 tendering his 
resignation. Mike and I have become 
close since Chuck Imsande’s, W6YLJ, 
#19636, Past President, stroke in June 
of 2005. Mike has done an outstanding 
job during that time. Mike has served 
in the past as the Information Manager 
and as a Director. Mike’s work com- 


mitment requires that he travel most 


days, leaving little time for family, 
friends, Amateur Radio and 10-10. 


‘No replacement has been announced 


at this time. 
Change is inevitable. 


_ Tribute to 
Chuck Imsande 


10-10 Secretary, Jon Goering, NJ7I, 
#43483 and Treasurer Keith Schlott- 
man, KR7RK, #63324 on. behalf of 
entire 10-10 Board presented outgoing 
President Chuck Imsande, W6YLJ, 
#19636 with a plaque thanking him for 
his many years of dedicated service to 
10-10. For almost 30 years Chuck has 
served as Information Manager, Awards 
Manager, Editor, Director, Vice Presi- 


Schlottman, KR7RK, #63324. 


_ dent and President. Chuck was surprised 


at a luncheon he was attending with 
his wife, Esther, KB6HW, #23331, his 
daughter and two of his grandchildren. 


Chuck’s comments upon receiving the 


plaque were “that he was finally receiv- 
ing a gavel which he never had while 
serving as President.” 


10-10 Future Events 
The Spring CW/Digital QSO Party 
will be held from 0001Z 05 May 


- 2359Z 06 May. The QSO party is _ 


open to all; however, logs can only be 
submitted by active 10-10.members as 
of the date of the party. All other logs 
received will be handled as check logs. 
10-10 members should exchange call, 


10-10 number, name and QTH (state, 


province or country). Stations without 


a 10-10 number should use 00000. For 


non-10-10: members this‘is a good time 
to make those initial 10-contacts. For 
complete details refer to the 10-10 
NEWS, 10-10 Information Manual or 


-to 10-10 contest at the 10-10 website, 


www.ten-ten.org. 


10-10 will again be at the Dayton | 


Hamvention. All are welcome to stop 
by booth 326 sign the log and, greet the 
Officers, Directors and others who will 
be manning the booth. 10-10 will also 
host a forum where we will bring all in 
attendance up to date with current activi- 
ties and answer any questions. 


Jon Goering, NJTL, #43483, Chuck iansande! WOYL3J , #19626, and Keith 


Look for us this year at Ham-Com in 


Plano, Texas. We are planning on botha 


booth and a forum but as of this writing 
plans have not been confirmed. 


information about 10-10? 


The easiest way to obtain information 
about 10-10 is to visit the 10-10 web site 
at www.ten-ten.org. Everything you 
want to know about the organization 
is on the web, including a download- 
able membership application form. 
You can make inquiries into the 10-10 
Database, download a recent copy of the 
10-10 NEWS or the 10-10 Information 
Manual free from the following web 
www.lingerinc.com. If you.do not have 
computer capabilities, you can receive 
an Information Package by writing to: 
10-10 Information Package, PMB 142, 
643 N. 98th Street, Omaha, NE 68114- 


2342. Please enclose $2:00 to cover the 


cost of shipping. 

If you have been issued a 10-10 number 
and have forgotten your number, send me 
an e-mail and I will find your number. 
A 10-10 number is issued to you as an 
individual and for life, regardless of the 


call(s) you may hold. | 
_. Iwouldalso appreciate any comments 


or suggestions, please send them to: 

— Gerry Gross, WA6POZ, #21274, 
10-10 President, 16046 Orchard Cir, 
Omaha NE 68135-1068 ‘or e-mail at: 
wa6poz@arrl.net & 
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P.O. Box 133 R Unified . 
Slinger, WI 53086 UM niicresystems 


Yell "STOP THE PRESSES!" 
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Backpack holds at yourgear 
PLUS this removable padded 
radio case with room for 
power supply. 


DXpedition 


Now you can go for the hard stuf . 
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ORP World Remembers Solder | 
Smoke’s KL7R (SK) 


cloak of sadness hung over the 
Ax community in January as 
word spread that a familiar voice 
on both the airwaves and the Internet had 
tragically fallen silent. ~~~ 
Mike Caughran, KL7R, co-host of the 
very popular “Solder Smoke”’ Internet 
podcast and a well-known Alaskan low- 
power homebrew enthusiast, died in a 


traffic accident on the Hawaiian island — 


of Kauai on 22 January. He was 51. 
Along with Bill Meara, N2CQR/ 
M@HBR, Mr. Caughran had thousands. 


of fans from around the world who tuned — 


in weekly to hear of the latest exploits of 
these avid homebrewers and true Renais- 
sance men. 

On any given week, the conversation 
could range from NE602 double-bal- 
anced mixers to astronomy to titans 
of math and science. You never knew 
what to expect, which was-a great part 
of Solder Smoke’s allure. 

Mr. Caughran’s folksy, down-home 
manner. and self-deprecating humor 
endeared him to legions of regular listen- 
ers. In many tributes since his death, his 
fans expressed a common thread: KL7R 
might not have known many of his listen- 
ers, but they felt they knew him. 

Over the months, regular listen- 
ers would quickly. come to recognize 
M@HBR’s classic opening: “Welcome 


to Solder Smoke — a podcast by radio 


Kanga US — QRP Products 
NEW! KK7B microR2 rx 


NEW! W7ZO! Universal QRP TX MKII 
~NEW! CWTouchkeyer products 
NEW!* W6MMA Super Antennas 
2 ele portable beam 6 — 20 m 
portable dipole &verticals 
DKSSQ Masts and Antennas 
-Charge Controllers, AmpKeyer 
Liquid Tape and Plastidip 
Tormet Engineering DDS VFO 
Kits 
Spectrum Analyzer, Power Meter, QRP Kits 
IQPro DDS VFO, ARRL Books, TiCK Keyers 
» 3521 Spring Lake Dr. Findlay OH 45840 
419-423-4604 


n8et@kangaus.com www.kangaus.com 
Kanga US will be closed most of July and August 
Contact K1CRA Radio Web Store for most orders 
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Richard Fisher, KI6SN . 


amateurs with a focus on homebrew elec- 
tronics. From our workshops in Juneau, 
Alaska and London, England, we. get 
together on the Echolink system to swap 
ideas about radio construction projects. 
Our website is www.soldersmoke.com... 


So, as we step away from our soldering - 


irons and oscilloscopes, please join us 

for another edition of Solder Smoke.” 
M@HBR would then follow with: 

“KL7R, KL7R, this is MOHBR. Are you 


there, Mike?” And up would pop KL7R, . 


often opening with the latest. weather 


‘report from “the slopes of the Mendenhall 


Glacier,’ as MOHBR liked to say. 

Their last podcast, 13 January 2007, 
featured a typical, eclectic smorgasbord 
of fascinating talk: KL7R’s. oscilla- 
tor work, reflections on the Michigan 
Mighty Mite, lasers, diodes, and Albert 
Einstein. They also discussed a laser 
communication experiment, a W7ZOI- 


KL7R QSO on Straight Key Night and — 


M@HBR’s feedback amplifiers. Also, 
a new comet, Saturn, Jupiter, 17-meter 
QSOs and the new SPRAT CD. 

As they did each week, the duo also 


dipped into the “Solder Smoke Mail 


Bag,” which in their last episode fea- 
tured feedback from listeners VE4KEH, 
M@DAD, GU@SUP, MICNK, K4AHU, 
KD4EDM, KG9DK, AA6KI, VATAT 
and ONSEX. 

- Mr. Caughran’s laid-back style imme- 


is low as $35.00 
° ia iba ° Fabrication 


We own orders from hobbyists. 
: Call for information. 


Midland Technologies 
34374 Frontage Rd. 
Bozeman, MT 59715 | 


1-800-726-8871 
“ www.midtechpcb. com 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


4 


diately put listeners at ease, and his rep- 
artee with MOHBR made many tuning 
in feel as though they were part of the - 
conversation — and empowered to try 

their hand at a homebrew project: _ 

Many who downloaded the podcast 
to Ipods reported listening to Solder 
Smoke on train rides and plane trips; 
on hikes and walks; and even used ~ 
audio from the weekly meetings as a 
welcome diversion during extended 
shopping trips “with the XYL.” 

In May 2005, Jim Larsen, AL7FS, 
photographed Mr. Caughran duting a 
KL7R visit to Anchorage. The accom- 
panying picture was taken as KL7R sat — 
at the AL7FS operating position. 

A KLIR tribute page captures many 
of the feelings radio amateurs around 
the world are experiencing with Mr. 
Caughran’s loss. To see these commemo- 
rations visit: https://kiwi.state. ae us/ 


: display/mc/Home 


In his tribute posted on the Internet, 3 
KL7R’s Solder Smoke co-host, MOHBR, 
wrote: “I think people were drawn in 


_ by Mike’s friendly voice and manner 


— even if they weren’t necessarily 
interested in the technical stuff we were’ - 


| talking to, they liked listening to Mike. 


“Mike’s death has brought a flood 
of condolence messages to the Solder 


_ Smoke mailbox. Messages have come in 


literally from around the world — from 
across the USA, from all over Europe, 
from India‘and from Australia. Almost - 
all of these messages talk of real grief 
— of having lost a true friend. 

_ “Mike was a great friend, and a won- 
derful person. Even in some of our most 
technical episodes on the pedcast, Mike | 
would always be mentioning his family, 
talking about gizmos that he was building - 
for them. Mike’s death is a real loss for his 
many, many Ham Radio friends around ~ 
the world. We’ll miss him very much.” 

If you’ve never heard Solder Smoke or ~ 
would like to listen again to KL7R and: 
M@HBR in any of the pair’s 46 podcast 
episodes, log onto the internet ae visit 
www.soldersmoke.com eis 


New ORP Internet mail 
group launched 


On Christmas Day 2006, with the 
simple three-word-salutation “Welcome 
to all,” a new Internet mail group for 
QRPers was launched into cyberspace. 

Called ORP-L.org, the new list should 
not be confused with its more seasoned 
counterpart, ORP-L.com. 

QORP-L.com and QRP-L.org are 
distinctly different lists but perform 
principally the same function: offer a 
clearinghouse for QRP ideas and activi- 
ties and a meeting place for low power 
enthusiasts from around the world. 

~The new QRP-L.org has a board of 
directors, which includes Rick Powell, 
WBO6JBM; Hank Kohl, K8DD; Ron 
Stark, KU7Y; Dean Manley, KH6B; and 
Terry Fletcher, WA@ITP. To check out 
the new list, visit: http://grp-l.org 

There you'll find a complete rundown 
on the mail group, how to join and goals 
and guidelines that define the list. 

For similar information on the long- 
established QRP-L.com, visit: http:// 


-mailman.qth.net/mailmanl/listinfo/qrp-l/ 


Classic Two-fer 
ORP transmitter now in 
kit form 


Hendricks QRP Kits, under the 


leadership of Doug Hendricks, 


The NorCal 40A 


Transceiver Kit 


Sure, there are a few 40 meter CW kits 
out there to choose from. But' the 
NorCal 40A stands apart from the rest 
with a unique combination of custom 
features and big-rig performance. 

Open up most QRP rigs and you'll 
find a rat's nest of wires. Open up a 
‘'40A-a snap with our quick-release 
latches—and you'll find clean, no-wires 
construction that's worth showing off! 
Performance is equally impressive: of 
several popular ORP rigs, the '40A 
posted the best receiver sensitivity 
(-137dBm; see June '96 QST). With its 
fast QSK, 2W output, RIT, crystal filter 

and ultra-stable VFO, the 
‘40A is a joy to operate.. 


P.O Box 3422, Joplin, MO 64803-3422 
http://www. fix.net/~jparker/wild. html 


controlled QRP transmitter. 


KI6DS, has announced development 
and: sale of the classic Two-fer V XO- 


Readers may recall the July 2006 
WR QRP column focused on a revi- 
talization of the original QRP ARCI 
rig, which last year was celebrating 
its 20-year anniversary. That rig was 
updated and built at KI6SN using Man- 


Wilderness Radio 


(417) 782-1397 


Add your own accessories, or outfit your 
NorCal 40A as pictured above with the 


legendary KC1. Keyer and Morse- 


output Frequency Counter. The KC1 is 
so small it'll fit into any rig, but it's a 
perfect match for the '40A. The KC1's 
message memory and Iambic A and B’ 
modes provide operating flexibility. 
Running from batteries? The '40A and 
KCl together draw only 20mA on 
receive! Please call or write for more 


details. 
NorCal 40A $139 
KCI $ 45 


(shipping additional) 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


Mike Caughran, KL7R, posed for a picture at the operating position of Jim 
Larsen, AL7FS, during a visit in 2005. 


hattan-style construction. 
The Hendricks version uses a high- 
quality, silk screened, hole-through 


, printed circuit board and includes all 


board-mounted parts. 

We'll have a review. of the kit in an 
upcoming column. Meantime, if you’d 
like to take a look at a photograph of 


the Hendricks Two-fer, its manual and 


schematic, visit: www.qrpkits.com 

— Richard Fisher, KI6SN, can be 
reached by sending mail to 1940 Weth- 
erly Way, Riverside, CA 92506; or b- 
sending e-mail to: kisn@aol.com © 


Paddlette Model PK1 A miniature paddle 
key that performs like the bigeones minus 
the bulk, weight and big price tag. 


Its unique stiffened action gives crisp, 
positive keying with good tactile feedback 
and its magnetic bottom with mating 
magnet holds key firmly on any flat 


| surface. A best buy! 


SSoyplustoushipping 


Send Check or M.O. to: 
- PADDLETTE CO. 
P.O. Box 6036, Edmonds, WA 98026 
(425) 743-1429 ¢ Bob, KI7VY 
E-mail: bham379627@aol.com ¢ Web: www.paddlette.com 
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CONTEST CORNER 


2007 Contest University 


Mark Steven Williams, K9GX 


i nless you are fortunate enough to 
have an active local radio club or a 
great Elmer you may not know the 

“secrets” of top tier contest and DX opera- 


tors. There are some good books on the 
subject. In 2005 the Potomac Valley Radio 


Club released its “Contesting Seminar” » 


on DVD. Last year at Dayton there were 
discussions about a “Contest University” 
seminar for those wishing to improve their 
operating skills. Tim Duffy, K3LR, polled 
the Ham Radio community to determine 
the level of interest in such an enterprise. 
Tim is an active contester and DXer and 
one of thenicest guys you'll ever meet. His 
enthusiasm is infectious. Response to the 
“Contest University” idea was very positive 
and in December, 2006, K3LR announced 
the 2007 Contest University would be held 
prior to the Dayton Hamvention presented 
by the PVRC. I asked Tim for details on 
the first “CTUK 24 

K9GX: What is Contest. University? 


K3LR: Contest University (CTU) 


is a one-day seminar aimed at helping 


contesters at all experience levels learn — 


ideas that will help them do better and 
get more enjoyment out of their contest 


plates, crimpers, and. wire. 
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Your Powerpole Headquarters 
More Powerpole Stuff Than Anybody 


A huge variety of ready-made cables. 
with Anderson Powerpoles for ICOM 
(including the new IC-7000), Kenwood 
(including the TS-480), Yaesu, Alinco, 
and most-other HF, mobile, and handheld 
rigs. Power supply cables for almost any 
source — home, mobile, or portable. Acces- 
sories including panel mounts, mounting 


See us at Hamfests from Maine to 
Maryland, or visit our Web Site 
for all of your Powerpole needs 


Quicksilver Radio Products * Meriden, Conn. _ 


www.qsradio.com 


(l-r) N4GN, Tim Totten; W3WL, 
Wes Lamboley, and W6RGG, Bob 
Vallio, visit at one of the hospitality 
suites. Free pizza, a cash bar and DX 
tales of adventure. “‘Hmm, better 
have another cold one before heading 
upstairs for the CW pileup contest.” 


ing efforts. It will be taught by professors 
who are the-“‘best of the best” in their 
respective areas. 

K9GX: What topics will be covered 
at CTU? 

K3LR: All facets of Contesting:from 
station design, antennas, operating two 
radios, propagation, state QSO parties, 
Mobile contesting, VHF contesting, 


Of course, we also stock a 
full selection of. our fa- 
mous PaneRelief™ coax 

feed-through panels; and 

TuneRite™ tuning 

modules for ICOM, Yaesu, . 

and Kenwood. 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


making sense of UBN reports and more! 

K9GX: Will CTU be over the heads 
of newbies? 

K3LR: No! CTU is a great way to 
jump start your rookie position and 
gain valuable knowledge quickly! (Ed. 
note: there will be separate “novice” and 

“advanced” programs) 

K9GX: Will the program offer any- 
thing for the experienced contester? 

K3LR: Yes, the experienced contester 


_ will find lots of subject areas that will 


interest them and benefit their operating. 

K9GX: What will the format be and 
who are the “professors?” 

K3LR: The format is 8 hours of inten- - 
sive classroom instruction. The majority 
of the sessions are 30 minutes in length ~ 
and there will be two sessions running — 


_ at the same time. A few sessions are 60 


minutes long and will bring all students 
together in the same room. Please see the 
CTU website for the professor list. 

K9GX: Will the CTU be of inter- 
est to amateurs who simply want to 
improve their operating skills, but not | 
necessarily contesting? 

K3LR: CTU is aimed at contesters. 
DXers and other may benefit because 
many of the skills taught here are helpful 
for other areas’ of Amateur Radio fun. 

K9GX: Will there be any equipment 
or hardware demonstrations? . 

K3LR: There oy be live demonstra- 
tions. . 

K9GxX: I aiiecstana there is a 
“scholarship” program. How does | 


. that work? 


K3LR: If a student is under the age 


of 25, a licensed Amateur operator and = 


a full time student s/he may qualify for 
a scholarship to defray the CTU admis- 
sion expense. 

- Please see the CTU web site for. more. 
information and to make a submission 


- for a scholarship. 


K9GX: Where and when will pall 
be presented? 

K3LR: Thursday, 17 May 2007 before, 
the Dayton Hamvention at the Crowne 
Plaza, downtown Dayton. 

Please see the website for additiottal 


details. The web address is: http: Ihwww 
.contestuniversity.com/ 

With any endeavor raw talent is a major 
component of success. Think of CTU as 
“fantasy camp” for amateur radiosport 
and your chancé to rub elbows with some 
of the best operators in the world. I think 
I can guarantee that you’ll learn valuable 
“secrets” and have a heck of a time hanging 
out with these characters. Don’t miss it! 


_ K9GX Operating tips 
for April, 2007 


While we're on the subject of i improving 
one’s operating skills I want to share a few 


of the notes I made recently while operating 


the NAQP (North American QSO Party) 


SSB contest here at K9GX. I should explain 


that Iam primarily an SSB guy. 
Firstly, be sure your signal is as clean 
as possible. If your rig has a “monitor” 
_ function, use it! Is there RF in your 
‘audio, is it overprocessed? DO learn 
proper microphone technique and avoid 
excessive audio processing. 

DO enunciate cleanly and crisply. It’s 
often difficult to copy the difference 
between “Bill” and “Phil”, “Chuck” and 
“Jack”, “Rich” and “Rick” on crowded 
HF bands. If your audio is muddy, over- 
processed or you’re off mic and getting 

_ lots of requests for repeats, chances are 
you need to clean up your act. 

DON’T use cute or clever phonetics, 
use standard ones. They’re in the ARRL 

_ Handbook. I remember one station who 
called me on 20 meters during the January 
NAQP SSB. His name was Bill, he was 
weak here with lots of QSB. His signal 
took a deep fade as he sent his report the 
first time. I asked for a fill on his name. His 
_ response was “Baker, Item, Lewis, Lewis”. 
His signal faded again during the repeat 
and what I heard was “Lewis, Lewis”. Was 
___ his name Lewis? No, it was Bill, “Bravo, 
India, Lima, Lima’. The bottom line is that 
-we had to go around three times because 
“Bill” was using “unique” phonetics. 

Finally, NEVER, don’t EVER, EVER 
give a partial callsign. I simply don’t under- 
stood this bad habit. Think about it. In a 

contest situation or DX pileup if you drop 
_ ina partial call you are requiring the other 
__ station to go through at least one additional 
exchange with you in order that he/she copy 
your call. For a contest station that’s “run- 

ning rate” or a DXpedition operation the - 


a partial call will cost the contest station or 


. “We need more Vitamin G.”’ 


contesting columnist, 


- enjoy coffee before 


idea is efficiency and rythm. Dropping in - 


Dayton is a great place to 
meet new friends and renew 
old friendships. Friends 
(l-r) N7UN, Guy Hamblen; 
SMOW, Teemu Korhonen; 
NAGN, Tim Totten; N5KO, 
Trey Garlough and your 


K9GX, Mark Williams, 


breakfast at the Needmore 
Road Waffle House. 


rare DX at least one QSO. How would you 
feel if you missed a rare new one because 


yours was that one QSO? During the last ° 


NAQP SSB my rate averaged about 115 


QSOs per hour. When the rate is up often. 


three or four stations will be calling simul- 
taneously. If I’m really running rate I may 
not answer a partial call until the rates slack 
off. If you can explain the “logic” of the ill 
advised use of partial callsigns please mes- 
us me at the email address below. 

Well, that’s about it for this month. 


I’ve made my reservation for the Contest 
University at Dayton. Hope to see you at 
Hara, the Crowne Plaza or catching a little 
“Vitamin G” at the Needmore Road Waffle 
House! 

The topic for ihe June Contest 
Corner will be “Computer vs Paper 


- Logging.” The mailing address is POB 


5973, Elizabeth, IN 47117-5973. Email 


-WRContest@N4GN.com and please visit 


my astronomy website at www. StarGee 
zerAstronomy.com & 
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xy) PROPAGATION 


SOM DXCC from W5 


versus 


’ve always had the perception that 
achieving DXCC on 160M here in 
W9-land was easier than achieving 
DXCC on 80M when we lived in W5- 
land. Perceptions can be misleading, 
so let’s take a more scientific look at 
this. We’ll concentrate on five areas 
— antenna gain, receiver sensitivity, 
noise environment, transmit Mle 
and propagation. 
During our nine years in W5-land, we 
‘lived in. a residential area in Bedford, 
TX Gust west of the D/FW-airport). I 


NAP CENTER IS: 
HB 


Carl Luetzelschwab, K9LA 


had a modest tower — 40 feet of Rohn 
25 with a Cushcraft A3 (plus the 40M 
add-on kit) on top. For 75M/80M I 
used a half-sloper (approximate 62- 
foot length) from the top of the tower 
(feed point just below the A3) down to 


a convenient tree to the East. The rig 


at the time was my Kenwood TS-180S 
driving a Dentron GLA-1000 sweep- 


tube amp (about 400W out). 


Living in a residential area was 
frustrating. I spent much time and 
effort tracking down noise sources 


Figure 2 


160M DXCC from wo 


— an arcing doorbell transformer 
on a new house about a quarter-mile 
away, a noisy power pole along the 
backyard fence line, etc. In spite of - 
this, I completed the 80M portion of 
my S5BDXCC around solar minimum 
between Cycle 21 and 22 (1986). We 
moved back North in 1988. 

Learning from my residential experi- 
ence, I vowed that our new house would 
be in arural area. And that’s where we 
ended up — on the northern fringe of 
Ft. Wayne, IN. The noise was indeed 


overhead 
Sun 
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less, and I now had room to put up a_ 


decent antenna to start chasing 160M 


- DXCC. The rig initially was my TS- - 


180S, but it was soon replaced with a 
Ten-Tec OMNI-VI Plus. The GLA-1000 
(which didn’t cover 160M) gave way toa 
Commander HF-1250 (single 3CX800) 
~ at about 1000W out. The 160M antenna 
was (and still is) an inverted-L (thanks 
to a nice tall 80-foot tree on the east side 
of our property) with elevated radials. 

Table 1 compares the performance of 
the Texas station on 80M to the Indiana 
station on 160M for the first four param- 
eters listed in the first paragraph. 


Note that receiver sensitivity is not 
an issue since both QTHs are limited — 


by external noise (the values for noise 
come from Recommendation ITU-R 
_ P.372-7 titled Radio Noise). Now we 
need to consider the last parameter in 
the first paragraph — propagation. 


With respect to propagation, I 
spent a lot of effort chasing European . 


countries on both 80M and 160M. So 
for this exercise we’ll-take a look at 


propagation from both Texas on 80M — 


and from Indiana on 160M to Europe 
— specifically to Switzerland (HB). 


Figure 2 shows these paths (thanks DX. 


_ AID), and it includes an auroral oval 
for a K index of 3. 

The paths are quite similar (they’re 
essentially on top of each other) with 
respect to nearness to the auroral zone. 
_ Thus one would expect both paths to 
be affected about the same by any dis- 
turbances. The obvious difference is 


the distance — the Texas path is about 


1,400km longer. ‘ ‘ 

_ ‘Toassess the propagation difference, 
-Tlluse VOACAP to determine the path 
loss ftom Texas to Europe on 80M 
(3.6MHz) and the path loss from Indi- 
ana to Europe on 160M (VOACAP only 
goes down to 2.0MHz, so we’ll assume 
this is close enough to 1.8MHz). Pll do 
~ this for a winter month (January) around 


‘solar minimum when the path is well in 


 datkness (0300 UTC). Table 2 summa- 
rizes these results for the condition of 
K9LA transmitting and EU receiving. 
The SNR (Signal-to-Noise Ratio) in EU 
assumes a quiet-rural noise environment 
with a OdBi antenna. 

The 4dB more power and 6dB more 
antenna gain in Indiana put my Indi- 
ana signal within 3dB of the Texas 


| 
i a ea 


Table 1 — Comparison of Station Performance 


Pee ao ae 


Parameter 


Indiana Station on 160M 


Table 2 — K9LA Transmitting 


Path loss from EU 165dB : : 178dB 


Texas on 80M Indiana on 160M 


Signal level at KOLA -111dBm —{18dBm 


- SNR at KOLA —15dB —18dB 


Table 3 He K9LA Receiving 


signal. But that was not enough to 
negate the increase in noise in EU 
in going from 80M to 160M (which 
is why there is a 12dB difference in 
SNR). Thus I was not heard in.EU on 
160M from Indiana as well as I was 
heard on 80M from Texas. 

Table 3 summarizes the results for the 


condition of EU transmitting and K9LA 


receiving. The SNR at K9LA assumes 
an EU transmit power of 1kW with a 
OdBi antenna. apa 

The data in Table 3 is eye-opening. 


| The path loss again takes its toll on 


the EU signal level coming to K9LA, 


- but my better antenna on 160M makes 


up for some of this. The eye-opener is 
that my lower noise in Indiana results in 


. almost equal SNRs. Thus I could hear 


on 160M in Indiana almost as well as 
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I could hear on 80M in Texas. That’s a 
pretty significant statement, since there 
is more path loss on 160M and more 
noise on 160M. 

So where does this leave my percep- 
tion that 160M DXCC from Indiana 


| was easier than 80M DXCC from 


Texas? With respect to my signal 
being received in EU, my perception 
doesn’t stand up too well. But with . 
respect to me receiving EU, perhaps 
there is some credibility to my percep- 
tion. The old adage “you can’t work 
them if you can’t hear them” is very 
applicable here. And since my only 
perception comes from my ability 
to hear (I can’t directly tell what’s 
going on with my signal in EUV), this 
could very well be where my percep- 
tion came from. Just think if we had 
moved to a residential area here in 
Indiana — I’m sure it would have 


- been much tougher to achieve DXCC 
. on 160M because, for one, I wouldn’t 


have been able to hear as many people 
to call due to noise. 

The moral of this story is to pick your 
QTH wisely — if you can! It may be the 


_ single biggest factor in your ability to 


work DX on the low bands. 

— Carl Luetzelschwab, K9LA, can 
be reached by sending snail mail to: 
1227 Pion Dr., Ft. Wayne, IN 46845; 
or by e-mail sent to: k9la@arrl.net. © 
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Radial Question 


urt was asked: “I was burying the 
K= of a dozen radials for my 80- 

10 meter vertical when a neighbor, 
also a Ham, strode into my back yard. The 
radial terminated just a few inches from a 
chain link fence. My friend suggested that 
I ‘tie in’ the radial to the-fence, claiming 


it would make the antenna perform ‘much 
better.’ I asked him how that would help 


but he was unable to come up with any- 


thing other than ‘It just does.’ What does 
Olde Kurt think of this idea?” 

Kurt ran into the exact same situation 
when putting down radials for his 160- 
meter vertical. One radial ended right 
at a “chicken wire” fence. It occurred 
to him that connecting the radial to the 
_ fence might make it work better. So he 


ran an experiment. With low power RF — 


into the antenna the current in the radial, 
measured at the antenna base, was 22 
ma. Then after connecting the radial to 
the fence the current measured 32 ma. 
almost a 50% increase. Out at the fence 
the current now was | ma, where before 
it, of course, was zero. 

What does this tell us? The radial is now 
more effective. More current in the radial 
means less current in the lossy ground. 


Kurt N. Sterba 


- These were short radials, about an eighth 


wavelength long so the length added by the 
fence made a big difference even though 
the fence went off at right angles to the 
radial. Think of this as being similar to top 
‘loading a vertical by adding a “top hat.” 
The added capacity allows current clear 


to the end of the antenna or, in this case, 


to the end of the radial. 

With a more effective radial the radial 
ground system will have a lower resistance 
thus improving efficiency and giving a 


bigger signal out. But how much? If your — 


radial system is already working well then 
the incremental change in efficiency prob- 
ably won’t be that much. It’s not likely that 
the antenna will perform “much better,” 
but it will perform better. . 


Counterpoise 
A reader asks: “A number of manufactur- 
ers of vertical antennas provide a “counter- 
poise” at the base of their antennas, which 
they say eliminates the need for radials. Do 
these “counterpoises” really work, or should 
the buyer of one of their antennas still use 


. as many radials as possible?” 


A counterpoise is best described as 
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Miracle Antenna 


www.miracleantenna.com made in Canada 


international SW- it all 
comes booming in like you 
never thought possible. The 
- difference is tremendous. 


Then spin the dial and TX 
on -UHF with the 
same duck! The Ducker 
IL will even TX on HF, 
tuning ducks, random 
wires and whips up to 25, 
watts for rigs like the 817, 

» 897, 703 and dozens more. 


Now everything - including 

HF - is he pain of your 

@ hand, built with unsurpassed 
Miracle Antenna quality. —- 


@ The Ducker IL. $129.95. 
Ask and you shall Receive! 


also 
available fiirecen 
from... Welislites 
800 431-3939” 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


elevated radials. The idea is to get the 
return currents to go through the radials 
instead of through the ground. If there are 


enough radials and they are long enough 


most of the current will do so. The higher 
the radials are above the ground the less 
you need. For example, K3LC found - 
that, on 80 Meters, with the radials up 
15 feet there was only 0.1-dB difference 
between using 4 radials or 36 radials. He 


used 1/4-wavelength radials. There is still 


some ground loss caused by the near fields 
“spilling over” the radials, but it may be as 
low as 0.5 dB. . 
Kurt took a look at a catalog photo of 
one of the commercial verticals that hada. 
bottom counterpoise. The radials appear to 
be about 4:5 feet long. This is only 0.035 
wavelength on 40 Meters, the lowest fre- 
quency of operation of the antenna. This is 
a good deal less than a quarter-wavelength 
so you could expect poor performance 
from them. It might not be wise to lengthen 
them because it probably would change the 
tuning of the antenna. Instead place radials 
ora scfeen on the ground under the antenna. 
Do not connect them to the antenna; just 
leave them there alone. The idea is that the 
currents caused by “‘spillover” of the near 
field — and there will be lots of it with these 
antennas — will flow in the radials instead. - 


‘of the lossy ground. This reduces the losses 


and improves the antenna signal strength. 

The closer the antenna is to the ground and 

the poorer the soil the more this will help. 
For good practical information on 


QUARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION, INC 


Licensed at least 25 years ago ? 
And licensed now ? 

Then you should belong to the 
Quarter Century Wireless Association 
For information write : 

Dept. R 
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elevated radials, and ground-mounted 
radials as well, Kurt recommends 
ON4UN’s book “Low-Band-DXing” 
published by ARRL, 


Elevated radial systems are for sale 


to the AM broadcast industry by a New 
Mexico company. Their claimed advan- 
tages are: Easily inspected, less expensive 
than buried radials, performance equal 
to or better than a buried system, fully 
complies with FCC requirements, and 
you can utilize the space underneath for 


farming, storage buildings, etc. If AM 


stations, which must have proper signal 
coverage, can do it with elevated radials 


they are certainly worthy of consideration ‘ 


by Amateur Radio. 


The Maxx-Com > 


WorldRadio’s editor received a letter 


from Herb, W3HL. “Dear Nancy: Please 


route this URL to Krusty Ol’ Kurt N. 


Sterba for debunking. It is supposed to be a 


-magic antenna tuner that tunes everything 


on everything.” 
Kurt took a look at www.maxx-com.com 


and found a marvelous tuner. It is all solid 


| 
ae 


state with no moving parts. It tunes to 
any frequency from .1 to 250 MHz with 
any antenna and does it in 1/1200th of a 
second. VSWR is less than 1.5 on any 


BX Tower 
& Accessories 


Tower Insulators for Rohn 25G | 
53: 


frequency. Needs no control wires > and no 
external power. Wow! 

Before sending for one Kurt read the 
technical explanation of its operation. 
There is a resistor across the input from the 
transmitter in parallel with the primary of a 
transformer. The two secondary windings 
go to the antenna. Presumably, by some 
magic these windings tune the antenna. 
Kurt doubts that this arrangement could 
possibly do the advertised job. 

So what is in there? Kurt decided to do 
what he had to do many many years ago 
in engineering school. The instructor held 
up a black box. He told the students what 
it did and asked them to design something 
that would do the same thing. He would not 
reveal what was actually in the black box. 

Kurt went through the exercise with 
the MAXX-COM and came up with a 
very simple circuit that tunes just like 
the MAXX-COM but costs less. You can 
make this at home. The input connector 


is wired directly to the antenna. Across - 


the input connector place a 75-ohm non- 
inductive resistor. It must be large enough 
to take most of the transmit power. That 
is the complete circuit. 
How does it work? Imagine connecting it 
to adipole. On the resonant frequency of the 
antenna it should show about 72 ohms. This 
will be in parallel with the 75-ohm resis- 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


tor. Using the handbook formula for parallel 
resistors we find the combination be 36.7 
ohms. SWR will be 50/367 or 1.36. 

Now move the frequency until the 
antenna shows 1,000 ohms reactance. The 
resistance doesn’t change much when you 
change frequency. Now the total imped- 
ance is a 74.8 ohms. SWR is 74.8/50 or 
just under 1.5. No matter how high the 


reactance goes the SWR will never be 


more than 1.5 
So we have a circuit that works just 
like the MAXX-COM. There is a small 


_ problem: At antenna resonance half the 


transmitter power burns up in the resistor. 
And as the antenna impedance goes up off 


_ resonance more and more power goes into 


the resistor. The MA XX-COM advertising 
doesn’t give an efficiency figure. Do they 
use a similar or the same circuit? Kurt 
decided not to buy one so we don’t know. 

—.Have a question for the Krusty 
one? Send it to WorldRadio, 2120 
28th St., Sacramento, CA 95818 and 
we'll get it to Kurt. & 
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Information offered is as accurate as can be made with the resources 
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California 


Valley of the Moon Amateur Radio Club, W6AJF, 
annual ARRL Hamfest will be held 28 Apr at the Sonoma 
Valley Veterans Memorial Building, 126 First Street 


- West, Sonoma, CA, and just one block north of the central 


Sonoma Plaza. Anyone with a road map can easily find 


_ Sonoma by following Highway 12, which passes through 


the center of town in front of the Plaza. Doors open 
8 a.m. —noon. Admission is free and Hams are encour- 
aged to bring the entire’ family. After the Hamfest, you 
can take a short walk to the center of town and visit the 
historic Sonoma Mission and Barracks, General Vallejo’s 
Home State Parks, and the many shops and restaurants 
surrounding the Plaza. Walk-in V.E. exam session with 
registration starting at 9 a.m. Testing for all license ele- 
ments begins at 10 am. There will be a radio and electron- 
ics swap meet with indoor/outdoor spaces available. Set 
up at 7 a.m. with spaces renting for $10, Talk-in will be 
on 145.35, —600, with a PL of 88.5. Space will be made 
available at no charge for Amateur Radio organizations 
for informational tables and displays. Breakfast 8 a.m. 
Coto aim. including eggs, sausage, all-you-can-eat 
pancakes, juice and coffee or tea for $6. For a map and 
printed directions to the Hamfest, send a business size 
SASE to VOMARC, 358 Patten St., Sonoma, CA 95476, 
or Visit the club website at www.vomarc.org and click on 
the Hamfest link. For more information, contact Darrel 
Jones, WD6BOR; 707/996-4494; wd6bor@vom.com 


Georgia 


2007 11th annual Southeastern VHF Society 
Conference will be held 27-28 Apr in Atlanta, GA. 
The society is comprised of amateurs who have a pri- 
mary interest in VHF/UHF Microwave weak signal 
communications, propagation, equipment design and 
construction. Professional presentations of papers on 


these topics will be given and published in ARRL 


proceedings. Contact Robin Cutshaw, AAARC, Gif) 
Cumberland Rd., Atlanta, GA 30306 } 


Cherokee Capital Amateur Radio Society 


Hamfest will be held 28 Apr at the Sugar Valley 
Community Center,-Sugar Valley GA. Doors open 
8 a.m. —2 p.m. Admission $5, with free parking and 
tailgating with admission. VE testing at 11 a.m. 
Contact Felton Floyd, AF4DN, 1054 Mtn. Loop 


Rd. NW, Sugar Valley, GA 30746; 706/629-0369; - 


www.qsl.net/k4woc; af4dn@iwispr.net 


Idaho 
Voice of Idaho Amateur Radio Club will host 


- the annual Southwestern Idaho Hamfest.28 Apr 


at Vallivue Middle School, 16412 S. Tenth Ave., 
Caldwell, ID. Doors open 9 a.m. — | p.m. Indoor 
flea market, dealers, forums, VE session, and snack 


~ bar. Talk-in on 146.840 (-) (PL 100). Admission $6 


in advance, $7 at door. Tables $10 each. Contact Don 


. Lynn, ND7L, Voice of Idaho, P.O. Box 812, Boise, ID 


83701-0812;.208/465-6154; www.voiceofidaho.org; 
ND7L@arrl.net 


Illinois 
Moultrie Amateur Radio Klub 46th annual 
Hamfest will be held 29 Apr at Arthur Firehouse 
on Illinois RT #133 on the southwest side of Arthur, 
IL. Indoor Hamfest, 8 a.m. — 2 p.m. Admission’ $7 


per person(s) over the age of 14 years. Tables $12 in’ 


advance on a first-come basis. Tables are limited. 
Talk-in on 146.055/146.655 PL 162.2 and 449.925/ 
444.925 PL 103.5 Contact M.A.R.K., P.O. Box 91 
Lovington, IL 61937 or 217/873-5287. 


Massachusetts ' 


i Framingham Amateur Radio Association 
spring Flea Market will be held 01 Apr at Keefe 


Technical School, 750 Winter St., Framingham, 
MA. Doors open 9 a.m. — 1 p.m. Buyers $5. Sellers’ 
tables $20 in advance, $25 at the door. VE session, 
QLF contest, refreshments. Contact Steve Hewlett, 
KBINIV; 508/872-9336; www.fara.org/flea; 
stevehewlett @verizon.net 


North Carolina 


Raleigh Amateur Radio Society 35th Hamfest, 


NCS ARRL Convention, and Electronic Flea Market 
will be held 1 Apr at the Expo Center Building, 
NCS Fairgrounds, Raleigh, NC. Doors open 8 a.m. - 
3:30 p.m. Wheelchair access. Skywarn, ARRL, 


_ ARES, NTS, and MARS forums. Field QSL chkg. 


Hospitality supper Saturday, 31 Mar. Amateur Exams, 
contact Joseph White, WA4GIR; 919/387-9152. Hamfest 
prereg/dlr info, contact Steve Ferrarini, KJ4BX, 107 
Thomas PI., Knightdale,-NC 27545; 919/247-8690; 
www.rars.org/hamfest; steve.kj4bx @ gmail.com 


Tenth annual Catawba Valley Hamfest will 
be held 21 Apr at the, Burke County Fairgrounds, 
145 Bost Rd., Morganton, NC. Gates open 8:00 a.m. 
Admission $4 pre-registration or $5 at the gate. Free 
flea market set-up with purchase of admittance ticket. 
Parking is free. VE testing. Talk-in at 147.150. Contact 
Tom Land; 828/292-2856; ThomasLand@msn.com 
or www.cvhamfest.org 


North Dakota 
Red River Radio Amateurs annual Hamfest and 


Flea Market will be held 21 Apr at the Red River Valley 


Fairgrounds, West Fargo, ND. Doots open 8 a.m. - 
2:30 p.m. Admission $7. Flea market tables $10, com- 
mercial tables$25 (with AC power). Various Ham Radio 
and computer gear will be sold at the flea market and 
some commercial vendors will be present. VE testing. 
Talk-in on 147.255+ MHz (82.5 Hz PL tone). Visit our 
website for more information: www.rrra.org 


Sharks Tooth Festival 


- Tamiami Amateur Radio Club will operate 
Special Event. Station K4S from the Annual 
Venice Sharks Tooth Festival 20-22 Apr 2007, 
1300-2100Z, or until the bands close. Suggested 


‘frequencies: 21.313, 18.153, 14.272 and 7.233 


MHz. For photo QSL describing the festival, 
send QSL and SASE to Jack Sproat, W4JS, 1419 
E..Manasota Beach Rd., Englewood, FL 34223- 
6341; w4js@juno 


Bowerman Airfield Control Tower 
Grays Harbor Amateur Radio Club, W7ZA, will 


celebrate the 52nd year Birthday Special Event Sta-. 


tion at the Hoquiam Bowerman Airfield Control 


Tower 0900 Pacific time 28 Apr — 1600 Pacific | 


time 29 Apr. Modes are CW, Phone, SSTV, PSK31, 
covering HF thru VHF. Meeting on the lower por- 
tions of all the bands. QSL card will be returned 
with SASE as acknowledgement for QSO. Contact 
Dean Johnson, KC7WOQP, or Kevin Caskey, K7KHC; 
360/538-0343; northwestbelt@techline.com 


Memorial Submarine Radio Weekend 


USS Cobia Radio Club, N9BQV, and the Man- 
CoRad Radio Club, W9DK, will operate Special 
Event station aboard the WWII Submarine, USS 
Cobia AGSS-245, to celebrate Memorial Subma- 
rine Radio Room weekend 28-29 Apr. Operating 
frequencies: 14.260, 14.070, 7.250, 3.900 (+ or — 30 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


Ohio 

Athens County Amateur Radio Association 28th 
annual Hamfest and Flea Market will be held 29 Apr at 
the Athens Community Recreation Center, Athens, OH. 
Take the East Street exit on either U.S. Route 33 or U.S. 
Route 50 and look for signs to the Hamfest. Doors open 
8 am. — | p.m. Admission $5. Unlicensed spouses of 
hams who purchase tickets will be allowed in free. Both 
indoor/outdoor space and food. Free paved outdoor flea 
market space adjacent to the building for tailgaters and 
those bringing their own tables can be claimed the day of 
the event. Indoor tables $8 ifreserved and paid for at least 
one week in advance, otherwise $10. VE testing. Talk-in 
on club repeater 145.15 MHz (-600 offset). For license 
exams and general information, contact Drew McDaniel, 
W8MHYV, 61 Briarwood Dr., Athens, OH 45701; 740/592- 
2106; mcdanied @ ohio.edu. For indoor table reservation, 
contact Carl J. Denbow, N8VZ, 17 Coventry Ln., Athens, 


OH 45701; 740/591-8471; n8vz@qth.com 


Cuyahoga Falls Amateur Radio Club 53rd 
annual Hamfest, Electronics, and Computer Show 
will be held 15 Apr at Emidio & Sons Party Center, 


|. 48 E. Bath Rd., Cuyahoga Falls, OH. Mobile check-in 


147.27+. Contact Ted Sarah, W8TTS; 330/688-2013; 
www.cfarc.org/hamfestO7.htm 


Texas 


Radio Club of America will hold its 1st annual-Texas 
dinner 17 Apr at the Waco Convention Center, Brazos 


. SouthRoom, 100 Washington Ave., Waco, TX. The dinner 


is in conjunction with the 2007 Texas APCO Conference 
and Exhibition and is open to RCA members and non- 
members alike. John Melcher, Cyren Call Communica- 
tions, will speak at the dinner. A reception with a cash bar 
begins at 6 p.m. Dinner follows at 7 p.m. Tickets $40 and 
must be purchased in advance. Contact Carroll Holling- 
sworth; 800/966-3357; www.radioclubofamerica.org 


kHz). For QSL, send a #10 SASE to Fred Neuenfeldt, 
WO6BSF, 4932 So. 10th St., Manitowoc, WI 54220; 
www.w9dk.com; fredandpat@lakefield.net 


Sr eae sre Dee ee pA Perma topmost 


ELECTRIC 
RADIO | 


| Are you tired of ats modern radios that 
you can’t work on and are hard to under- 
| stand? Are you looking for information 
on restoration of quality vintage receiv- 
|ers and transmitters? Electric Radio is 
the magazine for you! In print since May, 
1989, we also have the largest vintage- 
only Ham classified section available. 
| Please send $1 for a sample copy to: 
| ER, PO Box 242, Bailey CO, 80421 


| 720-924-0171 email: Jeditor2@indra.com 
WWW.ERMAG. COM 
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_ As a service to our readers, WorldRadio presents a feature listing of those 
VE exams, times and locations which are sent to us. Please remember that our 
deadline for publication is three months in advance. For example, if your VE 
group is scheduling an exam for December, please have the information to us 
by mid-September. WorldRadio, 2120 28th St., Sacramento, CA 95818. Please 
mark the envelope “VE Exams.” List the location (City, State), any information 


examinees should have (advance registration, etc.) and the name and telephone’ 

number of a person to contact for further information. Examinees should bring 
- their original license (along with a photo copy), two forms of identification (at 

least one should be a photo), and required fee. SNe 

p/r pref.=pre-register preferred but w/i OK w/i=walk-in only 
p/r=pre-register only —no w/i 


wi/i pref.=w/i preferred to p/r 


4/19/07 


or kOhwe @inav.net, 319/446-7570 


City Date Contact Notes -— 
Alabama | 
Birmingham first Sun Ken Adkisson, wb4fay @wb4fay.com, www.w4cue.com 
Arizona 
Mesa third Mon Steve, KY7W, 480/804-1469, kj7wk@cox.net  wi/i 
Arkansas 
Harrison second Sat’ Tom, KCSGNS, 870/743-1883, kcSgns@wholedamarea.com 
California 
Brea 4/14/07 Bob, KD6DA, 562/691-1514 p/r 
Highland 4/21/07 Ed Slaughter, WU6I, 909/864-0155, 
WU6I@arrl.net w/i or p/r 
Lake Isabella second Sat Mike, KA6IYS, 760/378-1028 p/r or w/t 
Loma Linda 4/26/07 Sam, AD6UE, 909/796-2996, ad6ue@arrl.net 
Long Beach third Sat Louise, N6ELK, 562-429-1355 , p/r 
Manteca/Tracy fourth Sat David, NSFDL, 209/835-6893, nSdfl@arrl.net p/r 
Oakland 4/22/07 David F. Otey, WB6NER, 510/896-1587, 
wb6ner@arrl.net 
Redondo Beach 4/28/07 Scott, K6PYP, 310/459-0337, k6pypy @arrl.net 
Redwood City 4/21/07 Al WB6IMX, 408/255-9000, wb6imx @worldnet.att.net, 
www.amateur-radio.org wii 
Sacramento Hotline! 916/492-6115, n6na@arrl.org 
Santa Rosa Hotline! Hotline — Recording, 707/579-9608 w/i ok 
Sebastopol Hotline! Recording, 707/579-9608 
Stockton 4/21/07 Mike Zane, N6ZW, 209/369-0859, 
n6zw @arrl.net p/r 
Sunnyvale 4/14/07 Gordon, W6NW, 408/255-9000, : 
sv@amateur-radio.org, www.amateur-radio.org w/i 
Connecticut 
Portland 4/17/07, Paul, KIPL, 860/635-1742, k1pl@arrl.net w/i ok 
Florida 
Melbourne first Sat John, AA8IS @earthlink.net, 321/412-2779 w/i ok 
North Port Call Bill Norris, KC7TSG, 941/426-0214 w/i pref. 
‘St. Pete Call!! Mark, NP3R, 727/528-0071 w/i pref. 
Georgia , 
Athens — last Mon Ed, Fuqua, 706-354-1727 wii pref. 
Hawaii . 
Oahu TBD Call Lee, KH6BZF, 808/247-0587, 808/551-3494, 
leewical@aol.com k p/r 
Ilinois 
Bolingbrook third Sat Dale, W9KHX, 815/723-3332 w/i ok 
Burr Ridge Anyday! Argonne Amateur Radio Club, W9DS, 
630/986-0061 p/r 
Oakforest 4/14/07 Tim Pechtold, AA9BV, 
708/687-5057, aa9bv @ amsat.org p/r pref. - 
Roselle second Tues Sam, 630/894-0708 
Indiana 
South Bend third Mon = Alan, NY9A, 574/232-6883 p/r 
lowa 3 
Ames 4/28/07 George Oster, NP2N, 515/233-3535, 
georgeoster@msn.com 
Vinton Ken, NOEGV, n0egy @msn.com, 319/ 223-5739 


p/r pref. 


News ° DXe Aerials » QCWA ¢ EMCOMM 
HF Mobile * QSL Managers * MARS « VE Exams 
Contests Hamfests * Propagation 


All this & more — Subscribe to 


WerldRadio 


for the best of Amateur Radio! 


$17/year 


877/472-8643 


Mississippi 
Harrison County first Sat 


Puerto Rico 


Don, W5DJW, 228/868-5670, 


City Date Contact Notes 
» 
‘Kansas 
Salina second Wed Sid Ashen-Brenner, NOOBM, ; 
n0obm@arrl.net, 785/823-6560 _ wii or pir 
Maryland. ~. ; 
Laurel 4/21/07 John Creel, WBGXW, 301/572-5124, | 
Y - wb3gxw@arrl.net wii 
- Massachusettes 
Brookline y second Mon Dick Doherty, KA1TUZ, 617/527-2968, 
kaltuz@arrl.net, www.barc.org wii ok 
Chelmsford second Wed: Bruce, wllus@att.net wii 
Gloucester second Sun Bob Quinn, WV1A, www.caara.net 
Michigan 
Gaylord 4/7/07 Top of Michigan ARC, NM8RC, 989/390-1133, 
www.nmégre.org, tomarc_gaylord@yahoo.com w/i or p/r 
Minnesota eae 
Apple Valley second Thurs Jim, NOOA, 612/384-7709, NOOA @arrl.net p/r pref. 


donw5djw @bellsouth.net wii ok 
New Jersey 
Bellmawr third Thurs Diane, N2LCQ, 609/227-6281 p/r 
Westfield first Tues Gerry Miller AA2ZJ @Juno.com 
or www.W2LLorg 
New York 
Yonkers 4/01/07 Emily Maytan, AC2V, 914/237-5589 * wii ok 
Ohio . 
Cincinnati first Sat Dale, KC8HIL, 513/769-0789 p/r pref. 
Sandusky 4/17/07 Luther Gantz, N8HC, 419/684-7864, Bs 
n8hc @arrl.net wii pref. 
Oregon | 
Astoria Call!! - AATOA, 503/338-3333 p/t 
| Bend Wedensdays Joé, K7SQ —. 541/385-3152 pir. 
Eugene 4/11/07 Riley, W7RIL, 541/345-2407, w7ril@arrl.net — p/r pref. 
Hillsboro 4/07/07 Carl, WS6L, ws71@arrl.net, 503/629-5796 . p/r pref. 
Lincoln City 4/07/07 Carl Somdahl, W7LI, 503/965-7575, { 
w7li@arrl.net p/r 
McMinnville Call!! Mike, W7MJ 503/843-4042 p/r 
Sisters Call!! Dave, N7TYO 541/549-7831 p/r 
Tigard Call!! John, KSOF 503/626-7399 p/r 
Pennsylvania 
Erie second Sat Floyd Titus, WA3LCO, 814/825-3326, 
4 www.wattsburg-wireless.us, ois. 
wwa@ wattsburg-wireless.us p/r pref. 
Landsdale 4/03/07 Elmer L. Allen Jr., 215/257-2009, k3lnv@cs.com. 


& Olaf Markert, 610/689-8350, w3pa@arrl.net’ p/r 


San Juan last Sat Hotline: 787/789-4998, prarl@prarl.org wii 
South Carolina 
Charleston second Sat Riley Stone, 843/832-9105, k4hyy @sc.rr.com, 
www.qsl.net/wa4usn wii 
Charleston third Wed __ Robert Johnson, ae4rj@amsat.org, 3 
www.qsl.net/wa4usn wii 
Goose Creek 4/18/07 Robert N. Johnson, AE4RJ, 843-761-7637, 
ae4rj @amsat.org, http://tridenthams.org p/r 
Virginia : : 
Smithfield 4/28/07 Chris Peters, N4KIT, 757/242-9831, 
; www.wt4ra.org/LicenseTesting.html ~ p/r or wii 
Washington 
Vancouver Hotline!. | CCARC, 360/896-8909 p/r 
Everett fourth Sat Loren Hole, KK7M, 425/335-5158, ; 
lorenkk7m@msn.com, www.wa7law.com or 
Gary Whitinger, W7MMG, 425/745-4621, 
w7mmg@msn.com p/r or w/i 
Wisconsin 
Madison first Sat Carolyn, NQ9A, 608/246-0225, nq9a@arrl.net w/i 
Racine first Sat Robert, KB9ZAF, 262/637-6588, kb9zaf@arrl.net 
w/i pref. ; 
Sheboygan 4/14/07 ‘Art Pahr, K9XJ, 420/876-2370, k9jx @arrl net, 
or kd9tz, 920/565-2672 p/r pref. 
Tomahawk last Sat Terry, KB9AUP, 715/453-4633, : 
¥ dcollins@newnorth.net w/i ok 


56 WorldRadio, April 2007 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


| , er : NEW PRODUCTS @y 


Information in “New Products” is supplied by the manufacturers'‘to acquaint WorldRadio readers with new products on the market. 


Yaesu’s popular FT-857 and FT-897 transceiv- 
ers are wonders of compact efficiency, These do- 
anything, go-anywhere transceivers were science 
fiction just a few years ago, but Ham’s today are 
using them in shacks, mobiles and on DXpedi- 
tions from the back yard to the top of the world. 
About the only problem with these radios is that 
we Hams who are old enough to remember when 
stuff like this really was science fiction are also 


LDG FT-Meter 


old enough to wish that the display was just little 
bit bigger. As we grow in wisdom and experience, 
we also grow to depend. on bifocals; those tiny 
little screens are just plain hard to read! Add to 
that a strong desire to see a real live meter needle 
bouncing on voice peaks, and you find yourself 
wishing Yaesu had thought all this through when 
they designed the radio. 

Well, in fact they did. A little known feature of 


LDG AT-200PC 


There’s a new-generation of transceiver that 


can be controlled directly from your PC, with 
most or all radio functions in a snazzy graphical 
user interface; instead of twiddling knobs, you 
just point and click! Some transceivers have no 
controls at all, and rely entirely on a PC interface. 


Even though many of these modern radios feature 


a built-in tuner, its range and features are usually 
quite limited; if you need a tuner, you probably 
need a better one than they built into the radio. 
Now you can have a state-of-the-art, high 
performance automatic tuner and still run your 


whole station right from your keyboard and. 
mouse. LDG’s AT-200PC is a special version of - 


the popular AT-200Pro, but designed for PC con- 
trol. The tuner itself has no buttons or readouts at 


all; its many functions are controlled entirely bya. 


program running on your PC. The tuner itself can 
be installed out of the way, on the floor or even in 
another room, interfacing to your PC via a serial 
or USB cable. With control from the PC, the tuner 
is now ALE compatible. 

» The AT-200PC will handle up to 250 watts SSB 
or CW on 1.8 — 30 MHz, and 100 watts on 54 MHz. 
It features LDG’s state-of-the-art, processor-con- 
trolled Switched-L tuner. It will match virtually 
any kind of coax-fed antenna; including Yagis, 
dipoles, inverted Vs, slopers, loops, just about 
anything. It will typically match a 10:1 SWR 
down to 1.5:1 in just a few seconds. You can also 
use the AT-200PC with longwires, random wires 
and antennas fed with ladder line with the optional 
LDG balun. The AT-200PC includes an internal 
antenna switch, controlled from the PC, that lets 
you select between two different antennas. 

The AT-200PC features memory tuning, auto- 
matically storifg tuning data for frequencies and 
bands as you use them. It stores tuning parameters 
for up to four separate antennas on each of its two 
antenna ports. When you transmit on or near a 
frequency you’ve used before, the AT-200PC can 
restore the tuning data almost instantly. It learns 


. as you use it, adapting itself to your operating 


patterns for faster and faster tuning. It is priced 
at $259.00. 

{Coming Soon] The control protocol between 
the tuner and the PC is fully documented; you can 
easily write your own control program in Visual 
Basic, C or just about any other language. A 
simple public-domain program is provided to get 


you started. Or, you can use popular rig control ° 


programs like N4PY or SuperControl, or several 
others that now support the AT-200PC (including 
Army MARS ALE). , 

[Coming Soon] Another first for LDG: the 
firmware in the AT-200PC is flash upgradeable! 
You can upgrade to the latest firmware simply by 


r] 


downloading a small, free updater program from 
the LDG website. Your AT-200PC will never be 
out of date! 

LDG once again defines the state of the art with 


the PC controlled AT-200PC. Get the most out of. 


your Kenwood, Yaesu, Ten-Tec or Icom radio that 
interface to your PC. : 

LDG Electronics, Inc., 1445 Parran Rd., 
St. Leonard, MD 20685 USA; 410/586-2177; 
Fax: 410/586-8475; Idg @ldgelectronics.com; 
ldgelectronics.com 


these radios, noticed only by compulsive manual 
readers, is a meter jack on the bottom of the front 
panel. You have to figure that Yaesu knew they 
needed a bigger display all along, but just left it 
as an exercise for the user. Well, help is here! The 
LDG FT-Meter is a low-cost, plug-and-play solu- 
tion to all your FT metering needs. The FT-Meter 
presents a lush, highly readable 2.5" meter face 
with calibrated scales for signal strength and dis- 
criminator reading on receive, and power output, 


_ SWR, modulation, ALC action and supply voltage 


on transmit. Each function is selectable from the 
radio’s menu. Easily visible from anywhere on your 
desk or dash, the FT-Meter is illuminated by any 
external 12 vdce source. The FT-Meter comes fully 
assembled and ready to go; just plug it into the 
radio and you're in the picture like never before. 
Price is $49.00. Order yours today from LDG Elec- 
tronics, Inc., 1445 Parran Rd., St. Leonard, MD 
20685 USA; 410/586-2177; Fax: 410/586-8475; 
ldg @ldgelectronics.com; Idgelectronics.com 
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== 
WorldRadio Mart | : 


Buy - Trade - Sell 


MART deadline is the 15th of the month two months prior to issue date. Pleave include an address on all ads so prospective clients can ‘contact 
you by mail, if they prefer. Commercial rate: 47¢/word, prepaid. Private rate: 32¢/word, prepaid. For credit card orders only: (VS, MC Edge 
Fax 916/457-7339 with card number, exp. date, name as it appears on card, and signature. : 


WE DESIGN AND PRINT ONLY Mini Cards, 
Eyeball and ARS Cards. Send stamp for sample. 
VASO NAGL, KD4WVK, 832 Woodcraft Dr., 
Nashville, TN 37214. 407 


WANTED: Old QSL Card Collections. Collec- 
tor looking for U.S. and DX cards for historical 
projects. W2VRK, 9 Laird Terrace, Somerset, 
NJ 08873, e-mail: tplirs@patmedia.net. 


ELECTRON TUBES: Transmitting, receiving, 
military obsolete...all types. Large inventory. 
Fast delivery. DAILY ELECTRONICS, P.O. 
Box 822437, Vancouver, WA 98682-0053; 360/ 
896-8856, 800/346-6667, fax 360/896-5476; 
e-mail: daily @worldaccessnet.com; website: 
www.dailyelectronics.net. 4-607 


CERTIFICATE FOR PROVEN TWO-WAY 
RADIO CONTACTS with amateurs in all 10 
USA call areas. Award suitable to frame and 
proven achievements added on request. Send 
SASE’to W6LS, 45527 3rd St. East, Lancaster, 
CA 93535-1802 to get data sheet. FOO 


NAME TAGS BY GENE — In full color, our 
artwork or yours. See our web page for samples 
and prices. www.hampubs.com; HARLAN 
TECHNOLOGIES, 5931 Alma Dr., Rockford, 
IL 61108-2409; 815/398-2683. 407 


WANTED FOR MUSEUM: Pre-1980 micro- 
computers, also early-micro-computer journals, 
newsletters and advertising literature. KK4WW, 
P.O. Box 179, Floyd, VA 24091; 540/763-2321, 
540/745-2322. 
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1106-507 


: w4het@aol.com. 


'  plumdx@msn.com. 


107-108" 


CHEAP QSLS. Quality QSL cards at affordable ) | 


prices. Example single side printing black ink 


| $9.99 per 100 + shipping. Free e-mailed proof 
of your card before we print. Super fast deliv- -; 


ery, most orders shipped within five days of your 
order. We don’t want all the QSL business, just 
yours! www.cheapqsls.com; 1273 Green Haven 
Dr., Oakdale, CA., 95361; 209/847-6744. 

2-707 


BEAM HEADINGS from your QTH to over 
400 USA & Worldwide locations $20.00. 
DX-ENGINEERING SYSTEMS INC., P.O. 
Box 1934 Middleburg, VA 20118-1934; 
ee? FOO 


SUCCESSFUL QSLing! Use foreign air- 
mail postage, European nesting airmail 
envelopes. Monthly specials! PLUM DX, 12 
Glenn Rd., Flemington, NJ 08822. e-mail: 

1-707 


FOR SALE: CQ/Ham Radio/QST/73 maga- 
zines and binders. SASE brings data sheet. 
W6DDB, 45527 Third Street East, Lancaster, 
CA 93535-1802. FOO 


VAN BUREN, ARKANSAS. Electronic parts 
and components. Ham accessories, books and 
magazines. DAVE’S HOBBY SHOP, 600 Main 
Street, Van Buren; AR 72956; 479/471-0750, 
www.daveswebshop.com. 406-407 


VERTICAL ANTENNAS and DIREC: 
TIONAL ARRAYS BOOK. DAVE’S HOBBY 
SHOP, 600 Main Street, Van Buren, AR 72956; 


| 479/471-0750, www.broadcastbooks.com. 


406-407 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 ° 


$ 


QRP ASSEMBLY WORK: Let KIT BUILD- 
ERS solder or assemble your next QRP kit or 
project. Services include,engineering develop- 
ment, production, assembly or rework of circuit 
cards using surface mount and through-hole 
components. Free estimates upon request. KIT 
BUILDERS, 6361 Berrybush Ct., Gilroy, CA 
95020; fax 408/842-8269; wa6ouw @aol.com 
1106-407 


COMPONENTS / KITS, small parts, Hard- — 


to-find semiconductors, IC’c diodes, transitors, 
PCboard supplies, Schmartboard, NTE/ECG 
Authorized Distributor. School / Club discounts. 
Same day shipping. Online catalog. Call 888/ 
595-8766. J-TRON, P.O. Box 378; Elmwood 
Park, NJ 07407; www.j-tron.com 2-407 


REPEATERS, REPEATERS, REPEATERS! 
New complete systems, parts, pieces, lines and 
antennas. If you need it for a repeater, we have it! 
CookTowerInc @aol.com or toll free at 877/992- 
2665. 3-507 


WITTY T-SHIRTS AND GIFTS FOR 


a HAMS: HamTees.com New designs added every 


(OFITS2. 


month. SASE: N2OWO, Box 164, Navesink, NJ 
- 1206-507 


HAM RADIO QSL CARDS PRINTED, $20/ 
500, ppd. Foreign, write for rate. Free sample. 
BOWMAN PRINTING, 743 Harvard, St. Louis, 
MO 63130-3135. 4- 607 


IS YOUR RADIO SICK? We service all 
types of radio, low band, VHF, 222 and 
UHF, 900 MHz, Citizens Band radio, GMRS, 
marine radio, aircraft radio, and shortwave: 


. CookTowerInc@aol.com or toll free 877/992- 


2665. 3-507 


WANTED: Working Radio Shack D.S.P. 
40 D Digital Signal Processor. RICHARD,. 
WA@KKC, 913/432-5136. 407 


FULL-COLOR VINYL BANNERS 
3'x8' $70, KB6UCO° 310/832-4911; 
signbanner @gmail.com, 950 Sampson Way, 
San Pedro, CA 90731. 4-607 


RACK MOUNT CABINETS on wheels, 
enclosed, 6 feet high $25 each. Gray steel desk 
$25. All good. CARL W2IQK, 845/355-1596; 
51 Mt. Orange Rd., Slate Hill, NY 10973. 406 


COILS WANTED — all types—honeycomb, 
spider, antenna. IF, vario-coupler, variometers, 
slug-tuned, etc. for research project. Send info 
and price to WSOMJ, 4219 Blue Grass Ct., 
Flower Mound, TX 73028; fax 972/874-0687. 

25 OT 
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_¢ AERIALS II, by Kurt N. Sterba & Lil Paddle 
Kurt N. Sterba, along with his soulmate, Lil Paddle, take on the world of antennas in order to 
make sure that “Truth, Justice, and the dB claims, shall be correct, and maximum power with 
lowest SWR shall be available for all” rings out across the Amateur Radio world. 80 pp. $10.00 
f + $2. 00 s/h ($4.00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CA residents add $.78 tax. 
¢ SIX METERS, A GUIDE TO THE MAGIC BAND, 3rd Edition, by Ken Neubeck, 
WB2AMU 
A labor of love by the author, the book provides comprehensive information on Six Meter equip- 
ment and modes. A little history of the Golden Age of Six Meters is provided along with some 
explanations for the causes of various forms of propagation. 128 pp. $13.00 + $2.00 shipping 
and handling. ($4.00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CA residents add $1.01 tax. 
¢ THE EASY WAY, HF ANTENNA SYSTEMS, by John M Haerle, WBSIIR 
First published in 1984, this HF antenna compendium by the late John Hearle is the result of 


information accumulated to assist MARCO members with their antenna systems. The book ~ 


is easy to read, and covers antenna fundamentals, basic, special and beam antennas, with a 


section on 160M. Softcover, 8.5”x11”, 96 pp., index. $12.00 + $2.00 s/h. CA residents add $.93: _ 


tax. 

¢ INSIDE AMATEUR RADIO, by Lenore Jensen, WONAZ 
Interviews with the people who make Amateur Radio the engaging hobby that it is. A collection 
.of short stories and anecdotes detailing courageous rescues, hilarious situations and heart- 
warming tales, as told by the Hams who made them happen, through the “pen” of someone 
who truly knew what it was about “Inside Amateur Radio.” A must for every Ham shack coffee 


table. 93 pp. $9.00 + $2.00 shippingand handling. ($4.00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CA 


residents add $.70 tax. 


° WorldRadio ’99 CD 

Contains all 1999 WorldRadio issues plus the following 
digitized books — “Aerials,” “Aerials II,” “Aerials III,” 
and an interview with Kurt N. Sterba. MAC & PC compat- 
ible. $24.95 + $2.00 S&H. CAresidents, $1.93 tax 


» e WorldRadio ’00 CD 

Wi Lg Contains all 2000 WorldRadio issues plus the following 

digitized books —,“40+5 Years of HF Mobileering,” 

; “Everything You Forgot to ask About HF Mobileering,” 
past siuleaans Fi “The Little Pistol’s Guide to HF Propagation.” MAC 

we iinakcacumeens | & PC compatible. $24.95 + $2.00 S&H. CA residents, 
20 Wate ii $1.93 tax. 


Denied ek at Minin Ae anaes 


¢ WorldRadio ’01 CD - 
Contains all 2001 WorldRadio issues plus the following ° 
digitized books — “When the Big One Hits,” “Current 
Issues in Emergency Communications — EMCOMM 
for the new millennium,” “Management of the Amateur 
Radio Emergency Communications Function.” MAC & 

PC compatible. $24.95 + $2.00 S&H. 

CA residents, $1.93 tax. 


: S&H i ee $2.00*for the first book to an Mages & 
| $1.00/book for additional books. $5.00 mug, $2.00 CD, $2.00 Video. 


erldRadio Books, etc. 


¢ WHEN THE BIG ONE HITS, A Survival Guide for fede Radio Operators, by Jerry Boyd, 
KG6LF & Jay Boyd, KN6BP 
Tells Amateur Radio operators what to do to prepare for survival, safety of families and loved 
ones, and perform disaster communications duties efficiently in the face of disaster. 56 pp. $7.50 
+ $2.00 s/h. ($4.00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CAresidents add $.58 tax. 

¢ BEST OF BEASLEY, by Robert Beasley, KOBJH 

' “Oh, to see ourselves as others see us...” A wacky view of Amateur Radio through the eyes of a 

very clever cartoonist. Great gift for a fellow amateur. 112 pp. $8.00 +$2.00 shipping and handling. 
($4.00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CA residents add$.62 tax. 

¢ MANAGEMENT OF THE AMATEUR RADIO EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS 
FUNCTION, by Jerry Boyd, MS, KW7J, Chief of Police, Retired 
This 48-page booklet discusses the specific management responsibilities of Emergency Coordi- 
nators and other EMCOMM managers. It provides very helpful information for such managers 
on how to efficiently and effectively accomplish those tasks. $8.00 + $1.50 shipping and handling. 
CA residents add $.62 tax. 


¢ CURRENT ISSUES IN EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS — EMCOMM for the new 


millennium, by Jerry Boyd, K6BZ, Chief of Police, Retired 

This very timely, 24-page booklet details the role of Amateur Radio assistance in emergency 
situations. It deals with the organization of a response team, working with different types of com- 
munications, different organizations, preparedness kits, training, media relations and working 
with other radio services. AVAILABLE ONLINE with payment by Visa, MasterCard or American 
Express and receive booklet after checkout via download. (www.wr6wr.com, go to products, then 
select books.) $3.00. CA residents will pay $3.23. 


e Guaranteed to make 
your beverage taste better! 
WorldRadio.MUG is a 
cobalt blue 11-0z. ceramic 
mug with light blue imprint. 
$7.00+$5.00 s/h. CA resi- 
dents add $.54 tax. 


e What does the fash- 
ionable Amateur Radio 
Operator wear to keep 
up with the times? Why, 
a WorldRadio LOGO 
WATCH! It comes witha 
classy black leather strap. 
Specify ladies’ or men’s. 
Only $25, no shipping 
charge. CA residents add 
$1.94 tax. 


¢ THE SCIENCE OF 
AUDIO Bob Heil, 


, K9EID. This video, pre- 
"sented in Bob’s own inim- 


itable style, covers audio 
signals, the human ear, 
microphones, phasing, 
parametric equalization, 
and much more! $19.95+ 


. $2.00 S&H. CA residents 


Account Number Expiration Date 


add $1.59 tax. 
VHS only 


¢ Kurt N. Sterba Cap 


Impress your friends with 
your sparkling white Kurt 
N. Sterba cap. Adorned on 
the front with an antenna 
array pattern, this adjust- 
able-band cap now sells 
for the reasonable price 
of $7.00 + $2.00 S&H. CA 
residents please add $.54 
for Arnold’s trust fund. 


P0eeCQoCeeeoeee Send your order to evecccecccccce 


WorldRadio Books ¢ P.O. Box189490 ¢ Sacramento, CA 95818 


Check or money order enclosed for $_ 
Charge my credit card: 


CVISA CiMasterCard 


ClAmerican Express 


Signature 


‘Name & call (please print) 


Address 


City/State/ZIP 


Oregon Hams face 
proposed mobile 
radio ban - 


He in several states are now facing 
the possibility of new laws aimed 
at cell phone users that broadly forbid 
the use of any sort of two-way mobile 
radio gear. 

Oregon Hams are facing three proposals 
aimed at mobile cell phone and text mes- 


saging that could also restrict their ability — 


to communicate while in motion. The state 
of Oregon House Bill 2482 and Senate Bill 
293 are nearly identical except for a higher 

. fine in the Senate measure. It sets specific 
penalties and levels of fines. 

On the other hand, Senate Bill 246 is a 
little more complex. It includes increased 
fines if the violation results in an accident, 
injury, or death. It also requires the offend- 
ers to take additional steps after conviction, 
as well as suspends their license even if no 
accident has taken place. 

None of the three proposed ordi- 
nances contain any exemption for 
Amateur Radio operations, not even 
during emergency situations. As such, 


(USPS 947000) 
P.O. Box 189490. 
Sacramento, CA 95818-9490 


POSTMASTER: Send this 
page (NOT A COPY — 
THAT’S WASTEFUL!) with. 
changes of address to above. 
(Please include mailing label 
intact. Please do not : 
obliterate ANY information 
on the mailing label.) 


Hams in Oregon are mounting a mullti- 


pronged campaign against them. They © 
either want riders added to exempt all — 


Amateur Radio operations from any of 


the proposed measures, or the defeat of 


all three measures. 
ee ARNewsline 


Washington could 
ban all types of 
mobile electronic 
messaging 


He in the state of. Washington 
are now on alert as Representative 
Joyce McDonald introduces her elec- 
tronic devices control law before the 
Washington state legislature. 

If enacted as written, the measure 
would ban anyone in a moving vehicle 
from reading, manually. writing, or in 
any way sending a message using any 
form'of electronic device. This includes 


any form of reader board in’ which the. 


message is updated by wireless connec- 


tion and which may also display Amber. 


Alert messages. 


rldRadio. 


The state of Washington considers a 
reader board to be any form of visual 
display in line of sight of a driver. Theo- 
retically, even the display on an XM or 
Sirius satellite radio receiver would 
likely fall into this category, as would 
the displays used for a vehicle satellite 
guidance system. For Ham Radio, it 
could mean that APRS and other packet 
messages would be affected. 

Also, the language of the measure 
does not require the electronic wire- 
less communication device being read 
to even be in the vehicle. Also, it is 
ambiguous enough that the ban on 
sending is not restricted to text mes-. 
saging, In theory, at least, it would seem. 
to include any sort of messaging that 
could impede a person’s ability to ay 
operate a motor vehicle. - : 

Although the proposed jeaitieudn 
purports to cover text-messaging devices. 
aimed at teenagers, the language of the 
proposed law is so broad as to include 
other forms of personal electronics in 
which text arrives to the ‘driver via a 
radio transmission. 
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